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Archaeology Field School Opportunity for College Students
at Pockoy Island, May 2020

Indiana University of Pennsylvania (IUP) is offering a three-week advanced Archaeological Methods
and Field School (ANTH 520) at the Pockoy Island Shell Ring Complex (Edisto Island, S.C.) in
collaboration with the SCDNR Archaeology team. The course will run from Monday, May 11 to Friday,
May 29, 2020, and provides training in both field and laboratory techniques. The prerequisite for the
course is Basic Archaeology (ANTH 244), basic field experience, or permission of the instructor (Dr.
Andrea Palmiotto).

This course is a hands-on, experiential learning experience and provides students a platform to hone
their archaeological field skills. Activities will include test unit excavation, mapping, and lab work.
Students will interact with site visitors on a daily basis. Through this work, we will gain a better
understanding of Late Archaic lifeways and discuss ways of presenting information to the public.

Please note that this course does not count towards the six-week field school requirement for IUP
archaeology students. Accommodations and meals will be provided to students courtesy of SCDNR.

https://www.iup.edu/anthropology/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
mailto:apalmiot@iup.edu
mailto:apalmiot@iup.edu


Travel may be arranged from IUP to S.C. Please contact Dr. Andrea Palmiotto for additional
information (apalmiot@iup.edu).

 

Conference Collaboration:  76th Annual Meeting of the
Southeastern Archaeological Conference (SEAC)

Did you know that there are many regional, national and international archaeology conferences taking
place each year? The SCDNR archaeology team and our colleagues who work with us on sites such
as the Pockoy Island Shell Ring Complex attend conferences to present ongoing research, meet with
colleagues, and plan future research. 

Most recently, members of the SCDNR archaeology team presented their ongoing research at the
76th annual meeting of the Southeastern Archaeological Conference (SEAC) in Jackson, Mississippi
from Nov. 6-9, 2019. SCDNR archaeologist Dr. Karen Smith presented the paper Variability in Shell
Ring Composition at Pockoy Island, Charleston County, South Carolina (by Dr. Smith and Sean
Taylor). SCDNR archaeologist Meg Gaillard co-organized the symposium Can We Save Them All?
Adaptation and Mitigation Efforts for Heritage at Risk in the Southeast, and presented the
paper Community Archaeology on a Heritage at Risk Site, Pockoy Island Shell Rings on Botany Bay
Plantation Heritage Preserve, Charleston County, South Carolina. SCDNR archaeologists Dr. Karen
Smith and Kiersten Weber, along with colleagues Scott Jones and Dr. Andrea Palmiotto presented a
poster entitled Bone Debitage Associated with Tool Production: A Preliminary Assessment of the Late
Archaic Pockoy Shell Ring 1 (38CH2533). Mississippi State University colleagues Kara Larson, J.
Nathan Shores, Caleb Hutson, Derek T. Anderson, D. Shane Miller, along with SCDNR archaeologist
Dr. Karen Smith, presented a poster entitled Surveying Shell Rings with Advanced Technology and
Methodology: Initial Results from the 2019 Survey at Pockoy Island, South Carolina.

In addition to the research presented, Drs. Karen Smith and Keith Stephenson received the 2019 Patty
Jo Watson Award for best article or book chapter on Southeastern Archaeology for their article The
Spatial Dimension of the Woodland Period, in SA 37:112-128, 2018. Dr. Smith also received the
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presidential recognition award for professional service to SEAC.

SCDNR Archaeologist Completes HEART Program at the
Smithsonian Institution

SCDNR archaeologist Meg Gaillard completed the Heritage Emergency and Response Training
(HEART) program held at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C., from Dec. 9-13, 2019.

Organized by the Heritage Emergency National Task Force, the training prepares cultural stewards,
first responders, and emergency managers to work together to address emergencies and disasters
such as hurricanes, earthquakes, or floods that affect cultural institutions and historic sites. The
sessions offered realistic, hands-on training in risk and damage assessment, disaster planning, health
and safety, emergency evacuation and salvage of museum objects, crisis communication, and team
building.

Selected through a competitive nation-wide application process, the 24 participants came from a wide
variety of museum specialties and library, archives, and emergency management fields. They
represented 17 states and the Territory of Puerto Rico.

The Heritage Emergency National Task Force is a public-private partnership of over 60 federal
agencies and service organizations that protect our nation’s cultural heritage from the damaging
effects of natural disasters and other emergencies. Co-chaired by the Smithsonian Cultural Rescue
Initiative and FEMA’s Office of Environmental Planning and Historic Preservation, the Task Force is
committed to providing education and training to cultural stewards, first responders, and emergency
managers to better prepare them to work together to address emergencies and disasters that affect
cultural institutions and historic sites.
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Image of SCDNR archaeologist Meg Gaillard with Library of Congress staff member during
photography salvage demonstration. Image courtesy of Smithsonian Institute's Cultural Rescue
Initiative https://twitter.com/SmithsonianCRI.

Register for 2020 Volunteer Lab Days
Have you ever wondered what archaeologists do after they complete an excavation? Where do the
artifacts go? Answer - the archaeology laboratory for processing and analysis!

Did you know that for every day archaeologists spend in the field they spend about a week in the
laboratory washing, sorting and analyzing the artifacts that they uncover? The laboratory component
of archaeology is where the story of the past starts to come together as archaeologists analyze
artifacts and add to human history. Now you can help the SCDNR Archaeology team as a laboratory
volunteer!

Registration is now open for Volunteer Lab Days at Parker Annex Archaeology Center. You can
register to volunteer for one of many time slots here. Space is limited, so sign up today!

https://twitter.com/SmithsonianCRI?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
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Summer 2020 Internship Applications Available
Find out if a career in archaeology is the right fit for you through our high school, undergraduate and
graduate internship programs. Applications for the Summer 2020 SCDNR Cultural Heritage Trust
internship programs are available here. Applications close at 5 p.m. on Monday, May 4, 2020. Detailed
information about each internship category (high school, undergraduate and graduate) can be
found on the Heritage Trust website. Please email SCDNR archaeologist Meg Gaillard with any
questions or concerns (GaillardM@dnr.sc.gov).

 

 2019 S.C. Archaeology Month Posters Now Available
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South Carolina school, library and museum representatives who would like to
distribute posters for free can contact SCDNR archaeologist Meg Gaillard to
inquire about posters being delivered to your institution (GaillardM@dnr.sc.gov). 

In 1996, at the Society for American Archaeology (SAA) Annual Meeting in New Orleans, the Public
Education Committee's Archaeology Week and Network Subcommittees, along with the SAA's Council
of Affiliated Societies, sponsored the first Archaeology Day, Week, or Month poster contest. The State
Archaeology Celebration Poster Contest has continued every year since, and this year, South
Carolina's poster series with the theme Heritage at Risk was designed by SCDNR Heritage Trust
archaeologists Meg Gaillard and Karen Smith, PhD. More information about the State Archaeology
Celebration Poster Contest can be found here.

Within the Southeastern United States, more than 19,000 recorded archaeological sites will be
submerged by the end of the 21st century with a 1-meter rise in sea level. The 2019 South Carolina
Archaeology Month Heritage at Risk poster series highlights four sites in South Carolina that are
directly impacted – Pockoy Island, Fort Frederick, Spanish Mount and Charleston. Each poster in the
series can be downloaded for free and printed on 11” x 17” paper. The bookmark (double-sided) can
also be downloaded for free and printed at 2.5” x 8.5”. While supplies last, all four posters in the series
and the bookmark are available to pick up for free at Parker Annex Archaeology Center.

Special thanks to Jamie Koelker of Koelker & Associates who provided aerial imagery for the Pockoy
Island, Spanish Mount and Fort Frederick posters; photographer Jared Bramblett who provided
imagery for the Charleston poster; Katherine Saunders Pemberton of Historic Charleston
Foundation for writing the text for the Charleston poster; Tammy Herron of the S.C. Institute of
Archaeology and Anthropology for editing the poster series; and Brad Sauls of the S.C. Department of
Archives and History for facilitating the grant funding.

 

Questions about archaeology events and programs? Please visit the Heritage Trust website, or
contact archaeologist Meg Gaillard at GaillardM@dnr.sc.gov.
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