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SC Legislative News 
March 11 – March 15, 2024  

 

This update is prepared and distributed by the South Carolina Department of Mental Health (SCDMH) to keep you 

informed of state legislative updates that may affect the Agency, mental health, healthcare, budget information, and 

other issues of interest. This publication is also available to employees on the SCDMH intranet site. Contact Robin 

Crawford, SCDMH Director of Governmental Affairs, for more information at robin.crawford@scdmh.org. 
  

 

On Monday, the House met to debate the first version of the state’s fiscal year 2024-2025 budget.  

After working into the evening on Monday and Tuesday, the House approved it and gave it third reading 

on Wednesday.  It will now go to the Senate for deliberation.  New items in SCDMH’s annual budget 

include money to move its administrative offices from their current location on Bull Street in Columbia to 

Otarre Parkway in Cayce, the former Dominion Energy campus.  It also includes funds to make updates to 

the Stone Veterans Nursing Home, the operations of which will be transferred to the SC Department of 

Veterans Affairs on July 1, 2025.  The House budget also includes raises for state employees; those 

making less than $66,666 would receive a $1,000 raise and those who earn that amount or more would 

receive a 1.5% raise. 

 

A bill that would prohibit employers from mandating vaccines, S.975, was passed out of a Senate 

Medical Affairs subcommittee on Thursday, despite concerns from the Department of Public Health and 

the Governor regarding putting limitations on the state’s ability to respond to future public health 

emergencies.  The bill will advance to the full committee for consideration next week.   

 

Every House and Senate seat is up for reelection this year, with many legislators announcing they 

will not seek reelection, including Senator Thomas McElveen (D-Sumter), Senator Nikki Setzler (D-

Lexington), Senator Scott Talley (R-Greenville), Senator Dwight Loftis (R-Greenville), Representative 

Anne Thayer (R-Anderson), and Representative Raye Felder (R-York), Representative Bart Blackwell (R-

Aiken) and Congressman Jeff Duncan (R-3rd).  Others have announced they will run for different seats 

than they currently hold, including Representative Russell Ott (D-Calhoun) who announced his candidacy 

for SC Senate District 26, Representative Jason Elliott (R-Greenville) who announced his candidacy for 

SC Senate District 6, and Representative Adam Morgan (R-Greenville) who announced his candidacy for 

SC’s Fourth Congressional District.  The candidate filing period for all seats opens on Saturday, March 

16th and closes on Monday, April 1st.   

 

            Visit the SC State House website to read any legislation of interest, find out who represents you in 

the SC House and SC Senate, or to contact your legislators. 
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