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Summer filled with options for transition
students
Walterboro Career Fair

The Walterboro Area Office held a
Career Fair, on June 27, 2013 from
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, giving students
a chance to learn about training
programs, technical school, college,
and job options available to them
after high school graduation.

Participating schools, including Job
Corps, Technical College of the
Lowcountry, ARC Labs, USC
Salkahatchie, and Adult Education,
explained their programs and
presented a diversity of options to
the students.

Representatives from local
businesses, including Tire King, Microtel, Palmetto Hair Gallery & Day Spa,
and the Colleton County Sheriff’s Department, spoke to the students
about their jobs. VR Maintenance/Landscaper Nolan Simmons
demonstrated the work that he does both inside the buildings, performing
maintenance work, and outside, making sure that our grounds are always
inviting. A Bank of Walterboro representative taught classes on budgeting
and the importance of having a bank account, and VR’s C.J. Bilka helped
them understand work incentives for those receiving disability benefits.

Laurens students visit East Glenn Farms
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Stacie Smith, Laurens Office Business Development Specialist (BDS), and
Gloria Patrick, transition counselor, coordinated with East Glenn Farms to
provide a tour for students who are interested in farming and agriculture.
East Glenn Farms produces products primarily for Pet Milk and has been in
business for almost 100 years. They have over 300 head of Jersey cows
and milk all 300 twice daily.

During the visit two calves were born. The students learned that these
farmers work almost 12 hours a day and need to be available 365 days a
year. They gained background knowledge about the science involved in
breeding lines, monthly veterinarian assistance needed, and the legal
guidelines from state and federal government. They also discovered the
many nutritional benefits milk can provide and how the $4.00 per gallon
we pay is a lot of bang for the buck.

High School/ High Tech internships in Anderson

High School/High Tech students in Anderson benefit from VR partnership
with TTI Group of North America.

Read the full story in the Anderson Independent Mail.

Summer internship at Clemson Botanical Gardens

Jaml Hunter, a graduate of
Pendleton High School, has
participated in a summer internship
at the Clemson Botanical Gardens.

Jaml’s interests include horticulture
and landscaping architecture. He
has been involved in the
maintenance and upkeep of the
Botanical Gardens as part of a team
of Clemson students. His work has
included planting and building a
pathway in the gardens.

 

http://www.independentmail.com/news/2013/jun/19/vocational-rehabilitation-helps-students-plan/
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The Evaluation Center’s Summer Transition Evaluation Program for
Students (STEPS) is a two week session for transition students that
includes team building classes, career exploration, and job preparedness.
This summer students also enjoyed a special educational outing.

Larry Russell, Executive Director of the Celebrate Freedom Foundation,

arranged for the students to visit the Columbia Metropolitan Airport and
see refurbished military vehicles that date back to World War II. They then
visited an airplane hanger where a helicopter was in the process of being
refurbished. Russell explained that a pilot is just one of many jobs in
aviation, no less important than the people who build, paint, and maintain
the aircraft.

Commented one student: “I love this and wish I could come back and
learn to work on one of these.”

Youth Leadership Forum

A record number of students attended this year’s Youth Leadership Forum
(YLF) in July. Thirty-three high school juniors and seniors with disabilities
from schools around the state participated in the three day event. They
engaged in leadership, team building and self-advocacy classes at
Newberry College before challenging themselves on the low and high
ropes courses at the Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School.

Speakers included Betsy Valnes, Executive Director of the National Youth
Leadership Network and Newberry College football coach Todd Knight.
Coach Knight surprised everyone when he brought out a special guest:
Ron Parker, cornerback for the Seattle Seahawks.

The last day was highlighted by the mentor lunch, where the students got
to interact with professionals working in their areas of interest. Mentors
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to interact with professionals working in their areas of interest. Mentors
represented a wide variety of career fields including teaching, culinary
arts, counseling, computer design, graphic design, child care, nursing, law
enforcement, music, library sciences and animal care/zookeeping.

At the end of the last session, students were “surprised and amazed” at
how much they had learned and the strength of the bonds they had
formed in just three days. Many of them stated the same thing: “I don’t
want this to end.”

“I really enjoyed the ropes course, all of the activities and the guest
speakers,” says student Shelly Jeffers. Her mother, Sherry, after hearing
from Shelly all that she accomplished, called YLF “a joyful and learning
experience. This really touched my heart.”

Did you know...

…that the Smithsonian Institution has launched an exclusively online
exhibit about the history of disability in America?

“EveryBody: An Artifact History of Disability in America” has been compiled
“to explore themes and events related to the history of people with
disabilities in the U.S. and offer a new perspective on American history,”
according to a museum news release. The information is presented in
English and Spanish, and the website is designed to be accessible to all
users.

Visit the website at everybody.si.edu.

http://everybody.si.edu/
http://everybody.si.edu/
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