




TOURISM ADVERTISING 
GRANT PROGRAM

The mission of the Tourism Advertising Grant (TAG) is to expand 
the economic benefi ts of tourism across the state by providing 
competitive, matching grant funds to qualifi ed tourism marketing 
partners for direct tourism advertising expenditures. 

If you are interested in applying for the TAG program, please review 
the application on the SCPRT.com website. Applications for the 
2018–2019 FY are due April 2, 2018.

IN FY 17-18
SCPRT AWARDED

TO FUND

ACROSS THE STATE

$1,727,505 

71 GRANTS

$4,027,081
in advertising to promote 
participating destinations, 
attractions and events. 

The grant awards and 
partner match will fund

CO-OP ADVERTISING

As part of its annual program of work, 

SCPRT off ers cooperative marketing 

opportunities to partners. In the 

current fi scal year, SCPRT off ered more 

than 288 advertising opportunities 

in association with the media plan, 

within the DiscoverSouthCarolina.com 

and SouthCarolinaParks.com websites 

and through the Welcome Center 

Program. To date, 25 partners have 

invested $355,461 in these cooperative 

advertising programs this fi scal year.

SCPRT has a presence in our traditional international markets of the UK and 

Germany. Additionally, through partnerships with Brand USA and Travel South 

USA, South Carolina has expanded its reach to potential travelers in France, 

Italy, China, the Benelux countries and Brazil. This year, $537,000 with an 

additional $232,000 in matching funds allows us to spend over $769,000 on 

international advertising.  

S O U T H  C A R O L I N A

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  P R O G R A M

Harbour Town, Hilton Head Island

SouthCarolinaUSA.co.uk

Travel to a place where there’s always something new to discover. Bask in the 

Southern sunshine, bike along secluded seaside pathways or dine al fresco all year 
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In 2017, the Travel South 
International Showcase was held 

in Charleston with over 
118 representatives from 18 

diff erent countries. 

There were four international group 
familiarization tours – one Chinese 

and three multi-country.



 G O L D 
 Carolina Bridal Showcase 

September 2017 

S I LV E R 
Carolina Bridal Showcase

July 2017

B E S T B O O T H AWA R D

The Lace House continues to 
increase rental revenue.

Increase in total events 
over the last 3 years.

Increase in revenue 
over the last 3 years.

255%

86%

The Lace House is a premier wedding 

venue located in Columbia on the 

South Carolina Governor’s Mansion 

Complex. This beautiful and historic 

home is an ideal venue for weddings, 

luncheons and other gatherings. With 

its scenic gardens, the Lace House 

offers a distinctive atmosphere in the 

heart of South Carolina’s capital. 



FROM OUR CUSTOMER SERVICE SURVEYS -  A RESULT OF USING DIGITAL GUEST BOOKS

FRIENDLINESS AND 
ATTITUDE OF STAFF 

OVERALL 
APPEARANCE OF 

GROUNDS

OVERALL 
EXPERIENCE

TOTAL OVERALL
AVERAGE

ON A SCALE OF 1 TO 5

QUALITY OF 
INFORMATION 

RECEIVED

2018 marks the 
50th anniversary of 
the South Carolina 
Welcome Centers

QUALITY OF 
INFORMATION 

RECEIVED

QUALITY OF 
RESTROOM FACILITIES

QUESTIONS & AVERAGE RATINGS

4.8

4.8 4.8 4.7

4.7

4.7

4.7

FORT MILLHARDEEVILLE

South Carolina’s Welcome Centers 

serve as the “front porch” of South 

Carolina. Last year, SCPRT built two 

new, state-of-the-art Welcome Centers 

and has plans to replace others 

across the state. Construction for 

the Welcome Center in Dillon, South 

Carolina will begin in spring of 2018.

NOW OPEN

U P C O M I N GDILLON



“Explore. Dream. Discover.” 




