










































was shattering the peace of the night and the nerves of all who could hear. 
uClang! Clang!" went the bell and the awful white shape, mystic, mis­
shapen, not human, that stood beneath the bell tree, rose and fell, and 
clutched the rope, and rose again. Suddenly, it was not ever known who 
was the author, a word was shouted out above the speechless crowd. As 
before, the .crowd had been electrified at a word; now a great shout went 
up, laughter and shrill cries mingled, and the crowd rushed forward to see 
who could be the first to reach the bell rope and rescue the frightened, 
snowy white calf whose browsing activities had got his head entangled 
with the dangling noosed end of the bell rope. 

Our knowledge of another grave uncovered in the old cemetery is 
much fuller and more satisfactory than that of "the Bride of St. David's." 

It was in the summer of 1943 that an employee of the Redfearn 
Funeral Home was instructed to dig a grave at a certain spot in the old 
part of the cemetery. After he had dug about four feet, his spade struck 
what seemed to be a metal container of some kind. He reported at once 
to Mr. Redfearn, who in turn contacted the cemetery authorities. After 
careful consideration the Vestry of St. David's Episcopal Church, who 
have charge of this part of the cemetery, requested Mr. Redfearn to have 
the container dug up for purposes of identification. Thus was uncovered a 
metal casket, on which was engraved a date either 1843 or 1849, and quite 
different from those in usc today. The base of the casket was rather broad 
and it graduated upward in a series of small steps to a narrow flat top, 
which was not fastened on with hinges, as is the case of modern caskets, 
but with nickel screws, which were easily taken out in spite of having been 
under ground a hundred years. The removal of the top disclosed a glass 
sealer, smooth on the outside, but looking on the under side as if it had 
been peppered with thousands of buck shot. The casket was made in 
France and bore the name of its maker. 

The skeleton within wore a uniform of blue-gray material on which· 
the buttons were still bright. There was also a Sam Brown Belt. 

The uniform had been made in the days when creases were sewed in 
instead of pressed and there were medals on the right breast instead of on 

the left as they are worn today. 
The casket bore no name, but further investigation revealed that the 

soldier was Robert Lide Burn, son of John Robert and Ann Lide Burn 
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and grandson of Thomas Lide, who in 1768 gave to St. David's Parish a 
plot of land 3 00 x 3 00 feet on part of which the church was built. The 
remaining part of this plot of approximately two acres was used as a 
cemetery for eighty years before any additional space was secured. 

Robert Lide Burn was to have been a member of the first graduating 
class at the Citadel (noted Southern military college at Charleston, South 
Carolina.) Living descendants of the family state that he died of typhoid 
fever just about the time of his graduation. It seems that his body was 
shipped from Charleston by boat, then up the Pee Dee river to the covered 
bridge at Cheraw. From there he was carried to the cemetery by wagon. 

There was a tablet to Robert Lide Burn's grave, of the old-fashioned 
table type, which had been blown down in a severe storm. It had been 
replaced much closer to his mother's grave than his actually was, which 
accounts for the error which led to its discovery. 

In our first chapter, sketching the history of Old St. David's, Mrs. 
Guy has also given us the official account of the dispute over the owner­
ship of the church, which took place in the early part. of nineteenth cen­
tury. Unfortunate as such arguments are and bitter as the feeling they 
arouse can be, even these, like most events in life, have their amusing side 
and there was such a side to this quarrel. In 18 58 General W. L. T. Prince, 
prominent citizen of Cheraw, and a Presbyterian, wrote a letter to the 
Rev. Mr. Morgan, who had been here during the church disagreement, and 
asked him to write him of the "state of religion in Cheraw", at the time 
of his residence here. We know of no better way to end this chapter of 
legends and anecdotes than to quote excerpts from Mr. Morgan's answer 
to General Prince, since his language is both quaint and amusing: 

Excerpts from a letter written in 1858 by Mr. N. B. Morgan to 
General W. L. T. Prince, giving some of his recollections of Cheraw, dating 
back to 1820. 

"My first visit to Cheraw was in the fall of 1820. I remained a few 
weeks & preached to the people, when they gave me an invitation to settle 
among them, which I did early in 1821. This brings me to the time and 
place of answering your first question: viz •the religious state of the com-
munity.' This is a delicate task. I cannot find in my heart an unkind 
thought towards a people who were kind to me & treated me with more 
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respect than I deserved. But the truth is, I could discover no signs of re­
ligion at all ... The town was new. The population was heterogeneous. 
They hailed from all quarters. Many of them had come from religious 
communities & had respect. for religion & all seemed to think that no town 
could be respectable without a church of some sort ... On the southern 
suburb of the town there stood the frame of an old church building erected 
before the Revolutionary War, and used as barracks by the British soldiers, 
as they marched up the P. D. from Georgetown toN. C. After the peace 
of 1783, a Baptist preacher by the name of Lewis preached in it for a 
number of years, & when he died, the house sunk into ruin, & became 
a resting place for the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air. Thus it 
continued, till the first settlers in Cheraw repaired and fitted it up for me 
at a cost of some $1000.00 and employed me to preach every Sunday for 
one year. So I entered on my work, with a fair prospect of a comfortable 
settlement and a competent cupport. But. the Devil, who had held un­
broken dominion over those beautiful hills of Cheraw, from Noah's flood 
till then, would not give up without a long and severe struggle. He went 
to work on this wise. He got. up a quarrel between the town and country 
people. Some of the town people were so imprudent as to draw invidious 
comparison between my preaching and that of the old Baptist. This gave 
great offense. There were a few Baptist ladies in town, such as Mrs. Lyon, 
McKay, Strother, &c. After consultation held, they claimed the ch. as 
none but the aforesaid Lewis had preached in it since the Revolution. The 
town people refused to give it up. Then they proposed to occupy the house 
half the time; This was also refused. Then they resolved to take it half the 
time. So they sent to Sumter Dist. for a Baptist preacher by the name of 
Cook & over he came, with an expectation of a large salary, but. he went 
out not knowing whither he went. He stopped with Mrs. Strother, his 
mother-in-law. His friends assembled Sunday at the ch. and sent some one 
for the key. Mr. Averill refused to let them have it. They broke open a 
window, and unbarred the door, which was not locked and let in Mr. Cook 
and the congregation. At the usual hour of meeting, the town people re­
paired to the Ch. and found it and the pulpit occupied by strangers. Most 
of them returned home, very angry. Next Sabbath there was no disturb­
ance. But on the next. here they were again. A Virginian, by the name of 
McClellan, loaded the cannon on the side of the opposite hill from the Ch. 
and placed a young man at a window to wave his hat when Mr. Cook 
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commenced. As Mr. Cook arose & named his first hymn the sign was given 
& off went the cannon! The calm of a clear Sunday morning was broke; 
The ch. windows rattled, and the sound reverberated over the Cheraw 
hills, up and down the P. D. for miles; The joints of Mr. Cook's loins 
seemed to be loosed. He trembled as if his hour had come! He seemed to 
feel like one who had not come in at the door, but had climbed up some 
other way. Thus ended the Baptist controversy, & Mr. Cook, a good man, 
was compelled to return to his congregation in Sumter, with his feelings 
greatly mortified. 

«This did great harm to the cause of religion. Many who come to my 
meetings retired & came no more. Next came the Episcopalian controversy. 
The Bishop in Charleston, in looking over the old records found St. David's 
parish at the Cheraw Hills and sent up one of his priests named Wright, 
to look it up. He came and inquired of the old inhabitants and found 
beyond all doubt that the old house was the identical St. David's Parish 
ch. He claimed and took it. I went to see Col. Evans about it, & he told 
me that if any of the descendants of the old Episcopal families in the 
neighborhood claimed the ch. they could hold it by law, as change of 
government made no change of private property. Thus while the Lyon 
and the Unicorn were fighting for the crown up came the puppy dog 
and knocked them both down. Thus our house was lost the first year, & 
the High ch. refused to refund the money expended in repairing the house, 
to help us build another. 

"This second disaster extended the breach among the people, & all 
zeal in ch. matters grew cold. Mr. Wright preached for a while, but the 
people refused to hear him or to show him any countenance. At last he 
came to me, & told me if I would unite with the Episcopal ch. he was 
authorized to assure me the ch. should be mine, as I seemed to be t.he only 
man on whom the congregation would unite. I told him I would think of 
it. He left and reported in Fayetteville & Wilmington that I was about 
to come over to the Episcopate. Colin Mciver came to Cheraw in great 
haste to prevent, if possible, the arrangement. When he came and told 
me the object of his mission I was greatly astonished. And when I assured 
him there was no foundation for his alarm, he seemed to be no less so. 
The Bishop then sent a young man named Hathaway to preach and teach 
a school ... " 



Addenda 
Excerpts from the Parish Records of Saint David's Episcopal Church, 

Cheraw, South Carolina 
1768-1832 

JOURNAL OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE VESTRY OF THE 
PARISH OF ST. DAVID 

The General Assembly of the Province of South Carolina, having 
passed on and it, bearing the Date .... Day of .... for makings New 
Parish out of the Part of the Parishes of St. Mark, Prince Frederick, and 
of Prince George. The following Gentlemen were by the said Act ap­
pointed as Commissioners for the said Parish, which by the Act is appoint­
ed to go by the N arne of the Parish of St. David . . . 

Claudius Pegues 
Philip Pledger 
Alexander Mackintosh 
George Hicks 
Thomas Ellerbee 
Robert Alison 
Thomas Lide 

Charles Bedingfield 
James James 
Robert Weaver 
James Thomson 
Thomas Crawford 
Thomas Porte 
Benjamin Rogers 

In all 14 

MONDAY, AUGUST THE 1ST, 1768 

The following Gentlemen Commissioners of the Church according 
to Public Notice (page tom) fore met at the House of Mr. Charles 
Bedingfield, viz. 

Claudius Pegues 
Philip Pledger 
Alexander Mackintosh 
George Hicks 
Robert Alison 

Thomas Lide 
Charles Bedingfield 
James James 
Benjamin Rogers 

In all 9 



The following Gentlemen declined acting as Commissioners in the 
affairs of the Parish, viz. 

Alexander Mackintosh, James James, Robert Alison. 

At Mr. Charles Bedingfield on Tuesday, August 2nd, 1768. The 
following persons were duly sworn into their Office for the Parish of 
St. David ... 

Claudius Pegues 
Philip Pledger 
William Godfrey 
Charles Bedingfield 
Thomas Lide 
Thomas Ellerbee 
Thomas Bingham 

SIR 

Vestry-men 

Alexander Gordon } 
Benjamin Rogers Church Wardens 

Durham Hill } Clerk of the 
Vestry and Parish 

Please to pay unto the Rev. Mr. James Foulis Twenty Pounds Cur­
rency of South Carolina in Part of the Sum-Provided for the Parochial 
charges for the Parish of St. David's. 

3 July 1770 
JACOB MOTTE ESQR 
PUBLIC TREASURER 

Mr. HOGART 

SIR 

CLAUDIUS PEGUES 
SAMUEL WISE 
ELY KERSHAW 
JESSE COUNSELL 
JOHN PLEDGER 

ST. DAVID'S PARISH 
SO. CAROLINA 4 JULY 1770 

There being a Clergyman wanted for this Parish we have on the 
Recommendation of Mrs. Betty Wise Agreed to wait for your acceptance 
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of the Same on your Giving us an answer in six Months & your being 
here Twelve Months from Date hereof for further Particulars we Refer 
you to Mr. Wise's Letter. 

At a meeting of the Freeholders for the Parish of St. David's at the 
house of Mr. Wm. Lankford the following Gentlemen were unanimously 
Elected to Serve as Church Officers for the Ensuing Year, Viz. 

Jesse Counsell 
Ely Kershaw 
Chas. Bedingfield 
Saml. Wise 
Thomas Wade 
Wm. Godfrey 
John Westfield 

Vestrymen 
G~orge Hicks } 
Daniel Bunday Overseers of the Poor 
John Mitchell 

OCTOBER 1st 1771 

At a meeting of the Church Officers at the house of Mr. Wm. 
Lankford Agreed, That Mr. William Lankford is to advertise for the 
Vestry Church Wardens and Overseers of the poor to meet at Sd Lank­
fords on the first, Tuesday in Jany Next. by ten o'clock in the fore noon 
and by there so doing will save their fine .... Agreed that Walter Mc­
Calister be summoned to appear at Mr. Wm. Lankford on the first Tues­
day in Jany next & there give security to the Parish Officers to keep two 
~ixt blud children in their parish now in his care, & for the proper bring­
mg them up to Labour-at a meeting of the Vestry, Church Wardens and 
Overseers of the Poor for the Parish of Saint David at. the House of Mr. 
William Lankford 14th January 1772-

St. David's Church 
Chatham S.C. Deer. 2d. 1819 

The Revd. Andrew Foulis Missionary from the Protestant Espiscopal 
Society in S. C. officiated in St. David's Church Chatham. 

At Evening he baptized Charlotte daughter of James H. Harrington 
Esq. He also officiated in said church the Sunday following, after which 
he returned to Charleston. 
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In January 1820, Mr. Fowler again visited Chatham and regularly 
officiated in St. David's church every other Sunday when the weather 
permitted in the capacity of Missionary from the Protestant Episcopal 
Society. 

March 19th 1820 The Revd Mr. Fowler baptized Mrs. Charlotte 
Wilson wife of Jno Wilson Esq. of Marlborough Dis in S. C. St. Davids 
church. 

April 2d 1820 Mr. Fowler administered the holy communion in St. 
Davids church it being Easter day and the first time the Lords Supper was 
ever given in this church. Mr. John Wilson Mrs. Charlotte Wilson and 
Mr. E. Toomer communed. 

Feby 3. 1823 ... It was resolved (by the Vestry and Wardens) ... 
That the Revd Mr. Wright the present officiating clergyman together 
with Joseph Pritchard Esqr., call on the Rev. Mr. Morgan/Presbyterian 
clergyman/the late occupant of the Pulpit to make such arrangements as 
they may deem proper in regard to mutual interchange of Preaching. 

Feby 5. 1823 ... It was resolved (by the Vestry and Wardens) 
Joseph Pritchard Esqr was duly elected Delegate to represent this Church 
in convention to be held in Charleston ninth inst. 

On motion of Mr. Harrington it was resolved/ that/ the vestry & 
Wardens of this church do of themselves & in behalf of the Bishop of this 
Diocese take possession of the church of St. David in the Town of Cheraw 
and provided any other Sect or denomination than Episcopalians may wish 
to preach therein when not in their occupancy, application must be made 

to the Vestry for the same. 

No other business coming before this meeting it was accordingly ad­
journed to Sunday 16th inst. 

A true copy 
D K Dodge Secy 

ST. DAVID'S CHURCH 1823 

Monday 24 March the following pews were rented for one year 
payable semi-annually at the following prices 
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No. 
2 

3 
4 John Ellerbee ............. . 15 pd. R. M. 

6 by Charles Collins . . . . . . . . . . at 1 0. 5 0 per anno 
7 by A Averille ..... . ...... . at 20.00 pd 
8 by Z H Rutland . . .. ..... .. . at 11 pd 
9 by Ward Cowing ........... at 19 pd 

10 by Geo Andrews ........... at 19 pd 
11 by James Lyon & D K Dodge .. 20 
12 by Erasmus Powe . . . . . . . . . 18 
13 by Jno Jenning . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 
14 
15 

16 by Jno P Lamplet . . . . . . . . . . 21 pd 
17 by P Vannorden . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 
18 by J Pritchard ........ . . ... at 16 
19 by T Addison ......... . .... at 11 pd 
20 by Geo Andrews ... . ....... . at 9.50 paid by 0. H. Kollock 
21 by Wm. Faulkner . . ........ at 10 
22 by Wm Cotton .......... . . at 15 
23 by Doct Ellerbee ........... at. 15 
2 4 by George T Hearsey . . . . . . . 10 

Sunday 6 May/ April/ devine Service was performed by Mr. Wright 
and the Holy Communion administered, a collection was likewise made 
$8.60 collected. 

Friday May 9/ 1823/ This church was visited by the Right Reverend 
Bishop Bowen Bishop of So Carolina and a sermon delivered by him. 

The following persons were confirmed 

Mrs. Pritchard & two daughters Mary and Margaret Pritchard 
Mrs. Harrington Mrs. Kollock 
Mrs. Wilson Mrs. Mebane Mrs. Rutland James A Harrington 
Good friday April 1st 182 5 divine service was to have been preford 

this day by the Rev Mr Hathaway but the boisterous state of the weather 
prevented it 

Lopice Secy 
End of excepts from the parish records. 
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The Journals of the Vestry of St. David's, Cheraw, records on April 
15, 1826, that the pews were rented at public auction for one year, the 
rent payable semi-annually. Pews 1, 2, 3, 23 , 25 & 26 were not taken. 
No. 10 is listed as the minister's. The others were rented at prices varying 
from $10.00 to $20.00, five renting for the latter figure and four for 
$12.50. The total realized from pew rent was $261.5o:· The renters were 
John McDonald, William Chapmen, Jos. Pritchard, R. McQueen, B. H. 
Rutland, A. P. Lacoste, Jno. G. Lance, 0. H. Kollock, J. A. Harrington, 
G. T. Hearsey, R. Maynard, and Erasmus Powe. Jno. Ellerbe, D. K. Dodge, 
Jos. Lazarus, W. H. Robbins, Jno. B. Billingsly, and James Towns. 
The five paying the $20.00 rental wer~ 0. H. Kollock, J. A. Harrington, 
G. T. Hearsey, R. Maynard, and Erasmus Powe. The next highest, $15.00, 
was paid by Jno. Ellerbe. 

CLERGYMEN, WHO HAVE SERVED ST. DAVID'S OLD AND 
NEW, WITH DATES OF THEIR SERVICE 

Rev. Mr. Fowlis, Missionary, prior to .......... .. .... . 
Rev. Andrew Fowler .............. . ............... . 

1819-
1819-1822 

Rev. Mr. Thomas Wright, Missionary .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1823-1825 
Rev. George W. Hathaway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1825-1826 
Rev. Charles P. Elliott . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1827-1828 
Rev. Dr. Alexander Marshall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1829-1841 
Rev. James Miles, Deacon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1841-1843 
Rev. Henry Elwell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1844-1845 
Rev. Alexander Gregg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1846-1859, 
· when he became first Bishop of Texas. 

Rev. R. B. Gross, minister pro tern .......... .. ... January-May, 1860 
Rev. R. T. Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1861 -1866 
Rev. P. D. Hay, Deacon . .................... July-December, 1866 
Rev. John W. Motte ...... . .... ,·................. . . 1867-1888 
Rev. A. A. McDonough . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1890-1895 
Rev. Thomas P. Baker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1895-1900 
Rev. Charles W. Boyd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1900-1908 
Rev. Albert S. Thomas ................ . .. . 1908-1918, • 1919-1921, 

In 1928 elected Bishop of the Diocese. 
Rev. Norvin C. Duncan ............................. 1923-1926 
Rev. Claude M. Hobart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1927-
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