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10 Years of Native American Studies Weeks! 
 
When I joined the faculty at USC Lancaster in 2005, Art Professor 

Fran Gardner and I decided that we should set aside a day in 

Spring 2006 to highlight USCLôs recent acquisition of the Thomas 

Blumer Catawba Indian Research Archive.  As we came up with 

different ideas for programs, performances, and panel discussions, 

this day quickly became a week of events and the first Native 

American Studies Week was born.  Since that first week of events, 

we have hosted storytellers, authors, scholars, musicians, dancers, 

traditional and fine artists, and tribal and Native community 

leaders.  Native American Studies Week highlights what the faculty 

and staff in NAS at USC Lancaster do best: Celebrating Native 

American art and culture in a way that honors tribal people and 

engages scholars, students, and anyone interested in the rich and 

diverse traditions of our regionôs indigenous peoples. 

 
Continued on Page 2 
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Greetings from the director $0/5z% 

This year is no exception.  In a week that examines Native American language, literature, 

and oral traditions, this yearôs events at the Native American Studies Center and on the 

main campus of USCL feature discussions of the Cherokee Ridge family (which includes 

the founding editor of the first Native American language newspaper), the poetry of N. 

Scott Momaday, oral histories of Native elders in the Carolinas, and the travels of 

explorer John Lawson.  We will also be opening two exhibits: one highlighting the 

language traditions of Southeastern Native people, and another featuring the 

photographs of award-winning former Lancaster News contributor and filmmaker 

Catherine Bauknight.  We are also excited about partnering with the USCL Chemistry 

club to bring Professor Art Greenberg to campus to discuss the chemistry of Catawba 

pottery.  And as always, we will be hosting a Native American arts and crafts sale, 

featuring demonstrations and dance performances, at the NAS Center the first Saturday 

of NAS Week. 

We have been blessed over the past ten years to have such strong support from our 

campus and the local community.  Dean John Catalano championed our work in the early 

days and always found a way to cover NAS Week expenses.  His successor, Dean Walt 

Collins, has graciously carried on that support.  Our colleagues, the Lancaster City 

administration, tribal leaders around the state, the Catawba Cultural Preservation 

Project, and various funders, including the SC Arts Commission, the Humanities Council, 

SC; the Duke Energy Foundation, and the National Endowment for the Arts have all been 

instrumental in our success over the past decade.  We wish to thank them and all the 

folks who have come out in support of our work over the years.  We hope we have 

educated and entertained all of our guests.  We look forward to seeing you this year. 

 

And hereôs to another decade of successful NAS Weeks! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Stephen Criswell  

Stephen Criswell, Ph.D. 

Director, Native American Studies  
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Images from past Native  

American studies weeks  



  

 

March 7, 2015 Volume 5, Issue 1  P a g e  4  

Native American studies week 2015  
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NEWS 

University of South Carolina Lancaster                                  

Lancaster, SC 29720 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     For more information, call  

Date: February 12, 2015     803-313-7172 or email: usclnasp@mailbox.sc.edu  

 

USC Lancaster Hosts 10 th  Annual Native American Studies Week;  

 Celebrates American Indian Literature and Languages  

Beginning Friday, March 20th, USC Lancasterôs Native American Studies Center will host its 10th 

annual Native American Studies Week.  Since 2005, USCL has hosted a week of events each spring 

focused on the rich history and cultural traditions of South Carolinaôs indigenous peoples.  This 

yearôs program focuses on literature, languages, and oral traditions of Native Americans in the 

Southeast and beyond.  The program will include lectures by regionally- and nationally -recognized 

scholars, exhibits that highlight these topics, and additional programs.  

USC Lancasterôs NAS Week will kick-off with a monthly Lunch and Learn lecture on Friday, March 

20th at the USCL Native American Studies Center. Dean Alice Taylor-Colbert of USC Union will 

speak at noon on the Cherokee Ridge family, which included controversial Cherokee leader and 

lawmaker Major Ridge and his nephews, editor Elias Boudinot and Confederate general Stand 

Watie.  Highlights of the rest of the week include a discussion of the poetry of Kiowa author N. 

Scott Momaday, a talk on oral history work with Native elders in North Carolina, and a presenta-

tion on early 18th-century writer, explorer, and naturalist John Lawson.  The NAS Center will also 

be partnering with the USCL Chemistry Club to present a public lecture by chemist Art Greenberg 

on the chemistry involved in making Catawba Indian pottery.  

Two new exhibits will open during this yearôs NAS Week: one a photography exhibit highlighting 

the late 20th ïcentury Catawba Indian renaissance; the other examining Southeastern Native lan-

guages.  Each exhibit will include discussions by the curators and artists.  And as in the past, the 

NAS Center will host a day-long festival and art and craft sale the Saturday of NAS Week (March 

21st) from 9 am to 4 pm.  The festival will include dance and drum demonstrations, Native Ameri-

can artists and craftspeople showing and selling their works, and tours of the NAS Center exhibits.   

All events will be held at the USCL Native American Studies Center at 119 S. Main St, in Lancaster 

or on the main campus of USC Lancaster.   

All events are free and open to the public. For more information, call the Native American Studies 

Center (NASC) at 803-313-7172 or email usclnasp@mailbox.sc.edu.   

For additional information visit usclancaster.sc.edu/NAS  
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