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METHODOLOGY

This report presents the findings of a quantitative, online study of registered South Carolina voters 
who voted in the November 5 Presidential Election.  

The sample is comprised of 504 state residents, with a corresponding sampling error of +/-4.3 
percentage points at the 95% confidence level and was conducted between November 26 and 
December 10, 2024.  

The report includes comparisons to previous studies: 
‣ South Carolina voters who voted in the June 11, 2024 Statewide Primary, the June 25 Statewide Primary Run-offs 

and/or the November 2020 National Election.  

‣ South Carolina voters who voted in the June 2022 Statewide Primary, the June 2022 Statewide Primary Run-offs and/
or the November 2020 National Election, conducted between September 16 and October 6, 2022.  

‣ South Carolina voters who voted in person (on Election Day or in-person absentee) in the November 3 National 
Election, conducted between November 4 and 9, 2020.  

Unless otherwise noted, findings are presented in percent.
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KEY FINDINGS
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• The SCEC remains in a good position. South Carolina in-person voters: 

- Feel it is easy to register to vote in South Carolina 

- Are confident in the accuracy of South Carolina elections 

- Are confident in the accuracy of our system of voting 

- Feel polling locations are managed and run well 

• While some believe voter fraud occurs in South Carolina and in national elections, 
voters feel fraud occurs far less often in South Carolina elections than in national 
elections
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KEY FINDINGS 

• Experiences at polling places were extremely positive:  

- A majority of in-person voters gave each of the five polling place evaluation measures a rating 
of “very positive” 

- Additionally, compared to the June study, all measures except parking increased at the top box 
level 

• About half of voters are aware of the legislation that was enacted to make comprehensive changes to 
how South Carolinians vote 

- But most South Carolinians say these changes make them feel more confident in elections 
held in South Carolina 

• Poll worker harassment is not viewed as a big issue in South Carolina 
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GENERAL PERCEPTIONS OF AND POSITIONS ON  
VOTING IN SOUTH CAROLINA
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IS THE PROCESS OF REGISTERING TO VOTE IN SOUTH CAROLINA:

99

2020

2022

June 2024

Nov. 2024

0 20 40 60 80 100

98

96

95

97

75

72

69

76

22

24

26

21

Somewhat Easy Very Easy

Q12



HOW CONFIDENT ARE YOU IN:

The accuracy of National Elections 2020

The accuracy of National Elections 2022

The accuracy of National Elections June 2024

The accuracy of National Elections Nov. 2024

The accuracy of South Carolina Elections 2020

The accuracy of South Carolina Elections 2022

The accuracy of South Carolina Elections June 2024

The accuracy of South Carolina Elections Nov. 2024
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While there are no statistically significant differences regarding national elections, SC 
residents who voted early in person are more confident (92% confident) in the accuracy of SC 

elections than those who voted in person on Election Day (83% confident). With no neutral 
option on the scale, this means that 17% of residents who voted in person on Election Day are 

not very confident (13%) or not confident at all (4%)



HOW CONFIDENT ARE YOU IN:

The accuracy of National Elections 2020

The accuracy of National Elections 2022

The accuracy of National Elections June 2024

The accuracy of National Elections Nov. 2024

The accuracy of South Carolina Elections 2020

The accuracy of South Carolina Elections 2022

The accuracy of South Carolina Elections June 2024

The accuracy of South Carolina Elections Nov. 2024
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TO WHAT EXTENT DO YOU FEEL VOTER FRAUD OCCURS?

National Elections 2020
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TO WHAT EXTENT DO YOU FEEL VOTER FRAUD OCCURS?

National Elections 2020

National Elections 2022

National Elections June 2024

National Elections Nov. 2024

South Carolina Elections 2020

South Carolina Elections 2022

South Carolina Elections June 2024

South Carolina Elections Nov. 2024
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HOW CONFIDENT ARE YOU IN THE ACCURACY OF SOUTH CAROLINA’S PAPER-BASED VOTING SYSTEM?
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The figure in parentheses is the % of respondents who indicate they are not confident 

While there is no difference in total confidence, residents who voted early in person are more 
likely to say they are very confident (44% very confident) in the accuracy of SC’s paper-based 

voting system than those who voted in person on Election Day (30% very confident).



THINKING ABOUT THE PLACE WHERE YOU VOTED, HOW WOULD YOU RATE IT ON  
(Nov. 2024):

Being clean and safe (2)

Being organized and well-run (6)

Signage (knowing where you should go) (7)

Having enough poll workers (7)

Adequate parking (12)
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15 Q16a-e

The figure in parentheses is the % of respondents giving a negative rating

+8 vs. June

+8 vs. June

+3 vs. June

+9 vs. June

-3 vs. June

Compared to June, all measures except parking increased at the top box level



THINKING ABOUT THE PLACE WHERE YOU VOTED, HOW WOULD YOU RATE IT ON  
(June 2024):

Being clean and safe (3)

Being organized and well-run (4)

Having enough poll workers (6)

Signage (knowing where you should go) (6)

Adequate parking (9)
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The figure in parentheses is the % of respondents giving a negative rating



THINKING ABOUT THE PLACE WHERE YOU VOTED, HOW WOULD YOU RATE IT 
ON (2022):

Being clean and safe (4)

Being organized and well-run (6)

Signage (knowing where you should go) (7)

Having enough poll workers (6)

Adequate parking (9)
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The figure in parentheses is the % of respondents giving a negative rating



THINKING ABOUT THE PLACE WHERE YOU VOTED, HOW WOULD YOU RATE IT 
ON (2020):

Being clean and safe (4)

Being organized and well-run (5)

Signage (knowing where you should go) (8)

Having enough poll workers (9)

Providing sanitation (8)

Ensuring social distancing was practiced (12)

Adequate parking (13)
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The figure in parentheses is the % of respondents giving a negative rating



AWARENESS AND PERCEPTIONS OF NEW LEGISLATION
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IN 2022, LEGISLATION WAS ENACTED THAT MADE COMPREHENSIVE CHANGES TO HOW SOUTH 
CAROLINIANS VOTE, INCLUDING ESTABLISHING EARLY VOTING AND MAKING SIGNIFICANT 
CHANGES TO THE ABSENTEE VOTING PROCESS. PRIOR TO THE INTERVIEW, WERE YOU MADE 
AWARE OF THESE CHANGES?
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FOLLOWING ARE SOME MORE SIGNIFICANT CHANGES THAT WERE MADE. HOW DOES EACH OF THE 
FOLLOWING MAKE YOU FEEL ABOUT ELECTIONS IN SOUTH CAROLINA (Nov. 2024)?

2121

Photo ID is required when returning a ballot in person

Any voter can visit an early voting location in their county

Returning more than five ballots for other voters is now a felony

The application deadline to vote absentee for all elections is now 11 days

Absentee applications must be requested by phone, mail or in person

      Being absent from the county for any reason  
has been added as a reason for voting absentee

         In-person absentee voting is no longer  
allowed. All absentee voting is done by mail
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FOLLOWING ARE SOME MORE SIGNIFICANT CHANGES THAT WERE MADE. HOW DOES EACH OF THE 
FOLLOWING MAKE YOU FEEL ABOUT ELECTIONS IN SOUTH CAROLINA (June 2024)?

2222

Photo ID is required when returning a ballot in person

Returning more than five ballots for other voters is now a felony

Any voter can visit an early voting location in their county

Absentee applications must be requested by phone, mail or in person

The application deadline to vote absentee for all elections is now 11 days

      Being absent from the county for any reason  
has been added as a reason for voting absentee

         In-person absentee voting is no longer  
allowed. All absentee voting is done by mail
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FOLLOWING ARE SOME MORE SIGNIFICANT CHANGES THAT WERE MADE. HOW DOES EACH OF THE 
FOLLOWING MAKE YOU FEEL ABOUT ELECTIONS IN SOUTH CAROLINA (2022)?

2323

Photo ID is required when returning a ballot in person.

Returning more than five ballots for other voters is now a felony...

Absentee applications must be requested by phone, mail or in person...

Any voter can visit an early voting location in their county ...

The application deadline to vote absentee for all elections is now 11 days...

      Being absent from the county for any reason  
has been added as a reason for voting absentee.

         In-person absentee voting is no longer  
allowed. All absentee voting is done by mail.
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NOW THAT YOU KNOW MORE ABOUT THE CHANGES ABOUT HOW SOUTH CAROLINIANS VOTE - 
HOW CONFIDENT ARE YOU IN THE ACCURACY OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA ELECTIONS (ELECTIONS 
HELD IN SOUTH CAROLINA)?
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PERCEPTIONS OF POLL WORKER SAFETY
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HOW CONFIDENT ARE YOU IN YOUR COUNTY VOTER REGISTRATION AND ELECTIONS OFFICE (IN THE 
COUNTY IN WHICH YOU LIVE)?
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% Confident 
June 2024: 92 
Nov. 2024: 91

Early in person voters are more confident (95% confident) than 
those who voted in person on Election Day (85% confident)



272727

Very easy

Somewhat easy

Somewhat hard

Very hard

Not sure

0 10 20 30 40 50

10

1

6

37

47

13

1

4

41

41

HOW EASY OR HARD IS IT TO ACCESS YOUR COUNTY VOTER REGISTRATION AND ELECTIONS OFFICE 
FOR ANY QUESTIONS YOU HAVE, INFORMATION YOU NEED, ETC.?
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% Easy 
June 2024: 82 
Nov. 2024: 84

Findings do not identify and differences between 
residents who voted early in person (85% easy) and 

those who voted in person on Election Day (82%) easy
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Poll worker harassment IS concerning to me

Poll worker harassment is NOT concerning to me

Not sure
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THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ARE ABOUT POLL WORKERS. SOME PEOPLE SAY THE HARASSMENT OF 
POLL WORKERS IS A BIG CONCERN TO THEM. OTHER PEOPLE SAY THAT, WHILE IT MIGHT HAPPEN A 
LITTLE HERE AND THERE, IT’S REALLY NOT A CONCERN HERE IN SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Which is closer to your opinion?
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Findings regarding poll workers are nearly 
identical, regardless of when residents voted



VOTING STATUS
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DID YOU VOTE:

30

In person on Election Day
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0 20 40 60 80

48

52

29

71

26

74

2022 June 2024 Nov. 2024

Q9

Residents 65 years of age or older were much more likely (71% likely) than residents between 
the ages of 18 and 54 (43%) to vote early in person. Residents between the ages of 55 and 64 

were more likely to vote early in person (56%) than in person on Election Day (44%)
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WHY DID YOU VOTE EARLY IN PERSON? 
AMONG THOSE WHO VOTED EARLY, N = 87 in June, N = 260 in Nov.

To avoid crowd/lines/quicker

Working/obligations on day of primary/ 
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More convenient/easier

To make sure I get it done/over with
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Make sure my vote counts/voting is important
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STUDY DEMOGRAPHICS
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AGE:
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GENDER:
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WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING BEST DESCRIBES YOUR ETHNICITY?

3535
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WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING BEST DESCRIBES THE AREA IN WHICH YOU LIVE?

3636

Aiken

Charleston/North Charleston/Summerville

Columbia/Lexington/Newberry

Florence/Darlington

Greenville/Spartanburg/Anderson

Hilton Head/Beaufort

Myrtle Beach/Conway/Georgetown

Orangeburg

Sumter

Other

0 10 20 30 40

4

1

14

12

4

25

7

16

15

3

2

2

12

11

5

29

6

14

14

4

12

4

9

3

28

7

18

15

5

2022 June 2024 Nov. 2024



CONCLUSION
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CONCLUSION

• Voters had very positive experiences at their polling places 

• SC voters are confident in the accuracy and integrity of the state’s voting system 

• The SCEC can take comfort and pride in the experience it provided South Carolina 
voters and the confidence it has instilled in our citizens as it relates to accuracy and 
integrity of our state’s voting system
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