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STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF
EDUCATION'S PROGRESS REPORT

As declared in last year’s annual report, South Carolinas
educational enterprise now holds itself explicitly accountable for
the accomplishment of specific objectives each year. For the first
time, South Carolina’s citizens now receive concrete accounting
of how their tax dollars for education are being spent to solve
major problems in the public school system—as well as other
notable achievements during the year.

On May 8, 1970, the State Board of Education adopted a set
of long-range objectives for the improvement of education in
South Carolina. These 11 objectives constitute a five-year plan
for measurable progress in our school system.

The Department then developed year-by-year functional plans
for achieving eight of the 11 objectives, approved by the State
Board. The Department was thus committed to—and account-
able for—specific, measurable, yearly educational achievements.
The first year of the five-year plan is now history.

Two years ago it was estimated that South Carolina had
16,500 dropouts in grades 9-11. Our five-year goal was to cut
this number of dropouts in half—o 8,250. During the 1971-72
school year our goal was to reduce the number of dropouts to
14,025, a reduction of almost 2,500. But South Carolina’s
schools did a lot better than that. In one year, the dropouts in
grades 9-11 are down to 7,084, already surpassing the 1975 goal.

Another goal was a reduction in the number of first grade
failures. First grade is a very important year for every child.
What a little boy or girl does in the first grade can determine
whether the child goes on through school as a success, or wheth-
er he festers for years in frustration and failure.

Two years ago, 15 per cent of South Carolina children were
failing the first grade. The goal set for 1975 was a reduction of
these failures to 5 per cent. For the first year, we hoped to cut
the failure rate from 15to 12 per cent, but it actually went down
to 8.2 per cent, very close to the five-year goal—n one year’s
time.
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