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your pharmacy system. Also, having a phone number is ex­
tremely helpful when trying to identify a patient. A patient will 
often provide an accurate phone number so that he or she may 
be reached if there is a problem with his or her prescription. 
Additionally, a patient tends to keep the same phone number 
over longer periods of time even if he or she moves. In that 
instance, a phone number will be more valuable than a patient 
address. Also, prescribers now have access to a list of pre­
scriptions that were dispensed under their Drug Enforcement 
Administration number. It is imperative that special attention 
is paid to the selection of the appropriate prescriber to ensure 
that the correct prescriber is selected in the pharmacy system. 

With your assistance in entering complete and accurate 
information to be transmitted to the PMP, SCRIPTS will 
continue to be a valuable health care tool to assist providers 
and dispensers in patient care. Inaccurate information could 
impede a patient's ability to receive appropriate care. 

Below is a prescription accuracy checklist. 

+ Patient's legal name in name field (no numbers, symbols,
or nicknames)

• Correct gender

• Date of birth

• Phone number

• Suffix in correct field

+ Correct prescriber

Assigning Beyond-Use Dates for 
Nonsterile Compounded Products 

By Carole S. Russell, RPh, Chairperson of Compounding 

Committee 

The Board's Compounding Committee received a request 
for clarification on assigning beyond-use dates (BUDs) (ex­
piration dates) to nonsterile compounds. The newly posted 
Non-Sterile Compounding Inspection Form states: 

+ BUDs are assigned from the day of preparation.

+ BUDs for nonaqueous formulations are not
later than the remaining time until the earliest
expiration date of an [active pharmaceutical
ingredient] and not later than six (6) months.
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+ BUDs for water-containing oral formulations are
not later than 14 days when stored at controlled
cold temperatures (refrigerated).

+ BUDs for water-containing topical/dermal and
mucosal liquid and semisolid formulations not
later than 30 days.

+ BUDs are assigned based on dispensing in tight,
light-resistant containers/overpacks.

+ Extended BUDs are supported by testing data
and professional judgment.

The Compounding Committee recommended to the full 
Board that compounders consider the last bullet point above 
and rely on literature citations and their own testing data and 
professional judgment to extend the expiration dates of nonster­
ile compounded products past those recommended by United 
States Pharmacopeia Chapter <795> as stated above. Therefore, 
reliable references on compounded formulation expirations may 
be considered for extension of BUDs. 

The full Board accepted the recommendation of the Com­
pounding Committee at its June 15, 2016 meeting. The Non­
Sterile Compounding Inspection Form may be found on the 
Board website . 

Flu Season Is Approaching 
Please review the current "Protocol for Administration of 

Vaccines by Pharmacists" and appendixes to familiarize yourself 
with the qualifications to administer vaccines by the protocol 
and the requirements of supplies and equipment to have on 
hand. The protocol may be found by visiting the Board website, 
www.llr.state.sc. us/pol/pharmacy, and clicking "Joint Pharmacist 
Administered Immunization Protocol (pdf)." Pharmacist inspec­
tors will be inspecting to monitor compliance with the protocol. 
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