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Consortium-Nominated Student 
Selected for Knauss Fellowship 

  
Jesseca Kusher has been selected as a finalist for the 
prestigious 2025 John A. Knauss Marine Policy 

Fellowship. Kusher earned a bachelor’s degree, double 
majoring in biology and film, from Kenyon College in 

Ohio. She currently is pursuing a master’s degree in marine biology from the College 
of Charleston. 
 

The Knauss Fellowship is a one-year paid opportunity for current and recent 
graduates from advanced degree programs with an interest in marine and coastal 
science, policy, or management. The fellows spend a year working in federal agencies 

 

https://www.scseagrant.org/consortium-nominated-2025-knauss-finalist-selected/
https://www.scseagrant.org/knauss-marine-policy-fellowship/
https://www.scseagrant.org/knauss-marine-policy-fellowship/
https://charleston.edu/marine-biology/index.php
https://charleston.edu/marine-biology/index.php
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or legislative offices in Washington, D.C., applying their academic expertise to critical 
marine, coastal, and Great Lakes issues. The fellowship begins in February 2025. 
 

For more information about the Knauss Fellowship and other opportunities, contact 
Susannah Sheldon, Research and Fellowships manager, at (843) 953-2083. 
 

Photo: Kusher conducts fieldwork in Charleston Harbor. Photo courtesy of Jesseca Kusher. 
 

 

 

FY26-28 Request for Proposals to be 
Available January 21, 2025 
 

The detailed Request for Proposals (RFP) with specific 
program priorities and guidelines for concept letters 
will be accessible on the Consortium website at 
www.scseagrant.org on January 21, 2025. 

  
Studies involving multi-disciplinary approaches with state/regional/national 
significance are especially desired. Proposals are expected to address specific RFP 
priorities identified under the following major themes: 

 Healthy Coastal Ecosystems 
 Sustainable Coastal Development and Economy 
 Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture 
 Weather and Climate Resilience 
 Scientific Literacy and Workforce Development 

 

Those interested in submitting a concept letter are strongly encouraged to view 
the Consortium Strategic Plan. If PIs already have proposal ideas, they should reach 
out to Consortium staff to discuss extension, communication, and education plans. 
All proposals require the engagement of end users of the results and the appropriate 
extension, communications, and outreach to transfer that information. Consortium 
staff are here to assist. Concept letters will not be accepted after the stated due date. 
  
Questions may be directed to either Susan Lovelace, executive director, at (843) 953-
2078, or Susannah Sheldon, Research and Fellowships manager, at (843) 953-2083.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.scseagrant.org
https://www.scseagrant.org/knauss-marine-policy-fellowship/
https://www.scseagrant.org/undergraduate-internships/
Susannah.Sheldon@scseagrant.org
https://www.scseagrant.org/strategic-plan-24-27/
https://www.scseagrant.org/staff-directory/
https://www.scseagrant.org/staff-directory/
susan.lovelace@scseagrant.org
Susannah.Sheldon@scseagrant.org
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Consortium Logs 86 Impacts and 
Accomplishments for FY23-24 
 

From February 1, 2023 through January 31, 2024, the 
Consortium and its member institutions documented 86 
impacts and accomplishments, plus 50 products and tools, 
within five focus areas: Healthy Coastal Ecosystems, 
Sustainable Coastal Development and Economy, Weather 
and Climate Resilience, Sustainable Fisheries and 
Aquaculture, and Scientific Literacy and Workforce 
Development. 

 

The Consortium achieved about $21,712,308 in economic benefits, including jobs 
retained in fisheries and aquaculture sectors (39); students supported through 
research projects, fellowships, and internships (64); training delivered to communities 
(39 in hazard resilience alone); and technical support provided to industry and 
education programs. 
 

Education efforts engaged about 15,681 P-12 students and 1,530 P-12 formal and 
nonformal educators. Across all Consortium programs, projects, and partnerships, 
there were more than 4,000 volunteer hours recorded devoted to maintenance, 
cleanup, and resiliency efforts. 
 

Visit the Consortium website to read impacts and accomplishments by focus area or 
the entire report.  
 

Photo: Commercial seafood apprentices harvest oysters. Photo courtesy of Hailey Murphy, 
S.C. Sea Grant Consortium. 

 

 

 

Public Comments Sought for 
Consortium Site Review 
 

The S.C. Sea Grant Consortium will be reviewed on 
December 10-12, 2024 by a team convened by the 

National Sea Grant College Program.  
  
This routine review will evaluate all aspects of the Consortium’s program including 
management and organization, performance, engagement, and collaborative 
activities, including those with various offices of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 
  
This notice invites you to participate in our review by emailing your comments 
to oar.sg-feedback@noaa.gov. Please put "S.C. Sea Grant Consortium site review” in 
the email subject line. All comments are due by November 29, 2024.  

 

 

mailto:oar.sg-feedback@noaa.gov
https://www.scseagrant.org/performance-and-accountability/
https://www.scseagrant.org/performance-and-accountability/
https://www.scseagrant.org/performance-and-accountability/
https://www.scseagrant.org/wp-content/uploads/FY23-24-Impacts-Accomplishments.pdf
https://www.scseagrant.org/
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Upcoming Conferences 
 

South Carolina Marine Educators Association 
Conference, November 8-10, 2024, Columbia, S.C. 
 

Aquaculture 2025 Conference, March 6-10, 2025, New 
Orleans, LA. 
 

S.C. Association for Hazard Mitigation Conference, April 6-9, 2025, Wrightsville Beach, 
N.C. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Interested in coastal research, education, and outreach? Join our email list 
to receive Consortium news, publication announcements,  

and upcoming events! 

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST  
 

Feel free to forward this email to a friend or colleague.  
Thank you! 
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https://www.scmarineed.org/2024-scmea-annual-conference.html
https://was.org/meeting/code/AQ2025
https://scahm.org/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/4Btli13/signup?source_id=bfabb3cb-dae5-4899-b1a4-b905ec91a167&source_type=em&c=qITZLnk8OpPTw5c4Ggr_rWywxV7s8VR2NKKCZ-GW26QCEH5_shzMtw==



