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         Employment 
 

 
 
 
All Data is Not Seasonally Adjusted 
 
Despite a brief increase of unemployment rates in January of 2015, all three 
unemployment rates including the National, State, and Local decreased to almost 
pre-recession levels. On the following page, the unemployment rates for all three 
areas are reported since January 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Date US SC METRO 

2013-01-01 8.5 9.1 7.2 

2013-02-01 8.1 8.5 6.8 

2013-03-01 7.6 7.7 6.3 

2013-04-01 7.1 7.4 6.0 

2013-05-01 7.3 7.7 6.4 

2013-06-01 7.8 8.3 7.1 

2013-07-01 7.7 7.9 6.5 

2013-08-01 7.3 7.8 6.6 

2013-09-01 7.0 7.3 6.2 

2013-10-01 7.0 7.1 6.0 

2013-11-01 6.6 6.6 5.5 

2013-12-01 6.5 6.3 5.2 

2014-01-01 7.0 6.5 5.3 

2014-02-01 7.0 6.4 5.3 

2014-03-01 6.8 6.0 5.0 

2014-04-01 5.9 5.4 4.5 

2014-05-01 6.1 5.9 5.1 

2014-06-01 6.3 6.6 5.8 

2014-07-01 6.5 6.9 6.0 

2014-08-01 6.3 7.2 6.3 

2014-09-01 5.7 6.8 5.9 

2014-10-01 5.5 6.6 5.7 

2014-11-01 5.5 6.5 5.6 

2014-12-01 5.4 6.4 5.4 

2015-01-01 6.1 6.9 5.9 

2015-02-01 5.8 6.8 5.8 

2015-03-01 5.6 6.2 5.3 

2015-04-01 5.1 6.1 5.2 

2015-05-01 5.3 6.5 5.7 

2015-06-01 5.5 6.7 5.8 

2015-07-01 5.6 6.4 5.5 

2015-08-01 5.2 6.1 5.3 

2015-09-01 4.9 5.8 5.1 

2015-10-01 4.8 5.8 5.0 

2015-11-01 4.8 5.3 4.5 

2015-12-01 4.8 5.3 4.5 

2016-01-01 5.3 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Labor Force and Employed Persons in the Trident Region 
 

 
 
All Data is Not Seasonally Adjusted 
 
The labor force shown above includes and is limited to the people who are currently 
employed or unemployed and have been actively seeking working within the past 
four weeks. The difference between the labor force and the number of employed 
people is the unemployment level. This graph depicts the rise in employed persons 
and labor force, which explains the recent decline in unemployment rates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Percent Change in Labor Force, Employed Persons in Trident Region 
 

 
 
All Data is Not Seasonally Adjusted 
 
To continue the trend of lower unemployment, the percentage change in employed 
persons must outpace that of the labor force. The graph depicts above that the 
percentage change from the past year has flat lined. It appears unlikely that lower 
unemployment trend will continue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Housing and Construction 
 

 
 
All Data is Not Seasonally Adjusted 
 
This graph was created from the Federal Housing Finance Agency’s Housing Index 
data for the Trident Region. Despite a significant dip in 2012, the Index has 
consistently risen and has surpassed its pre-recession levels. 
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 Housing Permits in the Trident Region 
 

 
 

All Data is Not Seasonally Adjusted 
 
The Housing Permits graph is highly volatile yet, since 2011 there has positive 
growth. April 2015 had the highest volume of units since the beginning of the 
recession in 2008. The graph suggests that the housing market is recovering from 
the recession and consumer confidence is regaining. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Manufacturing 

 
 

All Data is Not Seasonally Adjusted 
 
In the past ten years, the Trident Region’s numbers have stayed relatively 
consistent, while the nation as a whole, the state of South Carolina, and the 
Greenville Region have seen a downward trend. The United States, as a whole, 
continues this downward trend hitting their lowest percentage in 2014. The reason 
for these downward trends is due to the highest overall employment the nation has 
experienced as whole in the recent period, coupled with the lowest amount of 
manufacturing jobs. Since the recession, South Carolina has made some positive 
growth, albeit not that much, and has been roughly the same levels since 2011. The 
Greenville MSA in South Carolina bottomed out in 2010 and since then made 
consistent increments of positive growth. The statistics for All Manufacturing 
Employees in South Carolina have not come out for 2015 so, the 2015 
Manufacturing Employment as a Percentage of Total Employment statistic could not 
be calculated.  
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Air and Sea Traffic 
 

 
 

Although it does appear the recession did negatively affect the total number of 
enplanements during 2008 and 2009, there is certainly no residual effects as is 
demonstrated by the enormous positive growth from 2010 on. In 2011, Charleston 
International Airport experienced the largest amount of traffic in its history and in 
every year since, that number has continued to increase. With the almost 
completion of the airport, the trend can be expected to continue. 
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TEU is an acronym for Twenty-foot Equivalent Units and it is used to measure 
shipping volume. Since reaching its lowest point during the recession in 2009, TEU 
has returned to pre-recession levels as of last year. In the first quarter of 2015, there 
has been a sharp increase and should it continue, the peak levels of 2005 could be 
reached. 
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