HISTORIC
SITE TOURS

Thursday - Monday
11am, 1pm, & 3pm
$10 for adults, $6 for
seniors, $5 for children
6-16. Children five and
under are free.

For more information on
programs and group tours,
please contact the park.
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PARK UPDATE

Please plan your trip with regard to
the weather forecast. Our structures
do not have climate control, so if it's
cold outside it's cold in our buildings!

If you visit, please dress for the
weather.

If you have questions about our tours
or would like to schedule a large
group, please give us a call!

REDCLIFFE PLANTATION
181 REDCLIFFE ROAD
BEECH ISLAND, SC 29842

(803) 8271473
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH:
RESISTANCE

Each Black History Month the Association for the Study of
African American Life and History (ASALH) chooses a
theme to focus on - this year the theme is Black Resistance.
Redcliffe has several documented examples of resistance to
the institution of slavery. James Henry Hammond recorded
over fifty attempts of enslaved people trying to escape to
freedom. That, however, was not the only way in which
enslaved people across Hammond’s four plantations
resisted.

Our enslaved women program this month focused on what
life was like for some of the women under Hammond’s
ownership. Several of the women enslaved here were
involved in acts of resistance, but one story in particular
really stands out.

On October 16, 1835 Hammond recorded this in his
plantation notes:

“The night before I left for Columbia, my wine cellar
at the other house was dug under. Since my return, I
have been investigating the matter &' it turns out
that Frank & Abram did it. Our house woman Urania
gave the key to Frank, my head servant, who with
Abram have frequently before committed the same
offense. In fact, Frank has long been carrying on a

system of negroes stealing wines & when spent
corn, glass, meats, etc. Urania works “root work” -
has thus far screened him as he supposes by her
cooperation. I have likewise brought to light various
depredations of the plantation. I have punished all
who have had anything to do with the matter far or
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Urania, Frank, and Abram are all accused of stealing from
Hammond and were likely punished for both stealing and
“getting drunk or having spirits” - another punishable
offense listed in Hammond’s Plantation Manual. Root work
is a term that has many meanings to different people, but
here Hammond is potentially accusing Urania of using
traditional healing and spiritual practices — something else
he would have likely punished her for because Hammond
did not like anyone but himself and the overseer
determining medicinal treatment for anyone or practicing
traditions outside of Methodist or Baptist teachings.

Urania’s actions are one of many forms of resistance we
have documented from Hammond’s plantations. For more
examples of resistance, look for a program on it this
coming June! To learn more about ASALH and the work
they do, including providing many free virtual programs,
visit their website here: https://asalh.org/

Though this is not the same wine cellar mentioned in the story because it happened before Redcliffe was
established, Hammond did have a wine cellar here. You can see it in this photo from 1911 before it burned in 1937
and then was filled in.

It took 60 truck loads like this to fill in the wine cellar in 1940! The wine cellar was about 20 foot deep and had a
wooden structure above it.

Images from the John Shaw Billings Online Photograph Album Collection. Courtesy of South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, S.C.

ARTIFACT OF THE
MONTH

Happy Valentine’s Day! Although
the history of this holiday
stretches back to the religious
feast of Saint Valentine in the
middle ages, the tradition of
exchanging cards to show one’s
love becomes popular in the early
nineteenth century. However, it
appears that valentines are not
just for people! In Redcliffe
Plantations collection is this 1963
valentine sent to John and
Frederica Billings, the last owners
of Redcliffe. The card included a
message to John and Frederica’s
“two black doggies” Bub and
George and a photograph of “Jack
& Jill,” the dogs who “sent” the
card. We hope you and your pets
have a happy holiday!
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UPCOMING

PROGRAMS

“oavHIKE

SATURDAY, APRIL 22 AT 9:00AM

Join a ranger on a guided hike of the 1.7 mile trail at Redcliffe
Plantation. We'll learn a little history while discovering natural
resources on the site. The trail is an easy to moderate hike on
uneven ground. Bring water, bug spray, walking shoes, and dress
for the weather!l We will meet at the Visitor Center.

$5 per person, click here to register online

/\/ WW Katharine is a
descendant of James

Henry Hammond

Katharine Suber Colgan i e
photos were featured
Katharine Suber Colgan, 85, loving wife of LTC David J. '”larﬂ. l
Colgan, USAF retired, entered into rest on February 8, 2023 aggnvtsper%renrgst;ﬁoen
after a long battle with Alzheimer's Disease. belowshe is at
Katharine was a native of Augusta, Ga. She was a lifelong

Redcliffe!

member of St. Mary on the Hill Catholic Church. She was a
member of the Apron Ministry and was an Extraordinary
Minister of Holy Communion. Katharine graduated from The =~
Barrett School of Nursing in Augusta. She worked asan RN at =
University Hospital in Augusta and Grady Hospital in Atlanta
until she married David and dedicated her life to raising her
children. Later in life she returned to work at the Medical
College of Georgia. For Katharine, nursing was a vocation not
a career. Her greatest virtue was her ability to care for
others. Katharine touched innumerable lives with her
kindness and selfless acts of love. Katharine was a member
of a dying breed, a true southern lady. Her many caregivers
will remember her for her consummate grace even while
suffering. She was so loved by all of them.
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These photos are

: from the 1955
Sandspurs Yearbook
in Redcliffe's
collection.



https://scprt.widen.net/s/txxzshkbjg/redcliffe-southern-times-may-2022f-1
https://reserve.southcarolinaparks.com/register/earth-day-hike

