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Talking Book Services
1430 Senate Street

Columbia, SC  29201
Mailing address:

PO Box 821
Columbia, SC 29202-0821

803-734-4611
1-800-922-7818 (Toll Free)

Fax: 803-734-4610
TDD: Use Relay S.C., 

Dial 711-734-4611

Eligibility
Persons unable to read or use 

materials as a result of temporary or 
permanent visual or physical

limitations may receive service.  
Call for more information or visit 

web site 
www.statelibrary.sc.gov/tbs

Media Services
•	 Recorded & Braille magazines
•	 Large Print Books
•	 Talking Books:  Cassettes
•	 Books in Braille
•	 Descriptive Videos
•	 WEB-Braille

Reading Selections
•	 Fiction and Nonfiction
•	 Adult & Children’s Books
•	 General Interest Magazines
•	 Online Catalog  

Hours
Monday-Friday

8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

E-Mail
tbsbooks@statelibrary.sc.gov

Toll Free
1-800-922-7818

ISSN: 1541-9789

We’ve done it once again!  This year’s Summer Reading Program 
was an enormous success! Over 1000 books were read and 
sixty children participated statewide which also includes the 
students from the School for the Deaf and the Blind.  This 
year’s statewide theme was “Catch the Reading Bug” (for the 
younger readers) and “Metamorphosis @ Your Library” (for the 
teens).  Each participant earned a reading medal, a certificate of 
achievement and a prize. The end of the year party held at the 
School for the Deaf and the Blind featured Storyteller Suzette 
Hawkins from Lexington County Library.  The party held at 
the State Library featured storyteller Darion McCloud from the 
Columbia Museum of Art.  Both events were very successful.  
We are looking forward to next year’s event.  

Have a safe and happy school year and keep reading! 

A special thanks to all of our sponsors:

	 Frank’s Car Wash 		  McDonald’s
	 Hardees				    Sonic

Here are some of our summer readers:

2008 Summer Reading

Elijah Gregory Briantae Hennigan

Anthony Quarles

Austin IngleDevin Berry

Staycee Etheridge Kayla Kaufman



 

   HAVING MY SAY		  Pamela N. Davenport
									                       	 Director, TBS
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New Phone System For State Library
The State Library has implemented an improved phone system.  You will notice a few 
changes when you call.  The new phone system allows patrons to choose the extension 
option they are calling automatically, reducing hold times.  To reach Talking book 
Services, please press 1.  You will be transferred to the next available reader advisor.  
For times when all staff are in training or in a meeting, you will be able to leave a message.  
Please  leave your name and phone number so that we may return your call as soon as we 
are available.  We hope that you find the new system more customer focused!

Keeping up with The Digital Talking 
Books 

The National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS) 
conducted its final test of the digital talking book system with patrons.   
The comments were mostly positive and were very helpful with making modifications to the 
new machines.    The contracts have been awarded for three critical elements necessary for 
implementation of the digital talking book system. 

•	 Shinano Kenshi/Plextor will produce the digital talking book players. 
•	 LC Industries will produce the blue plastic mailing containers for digital talking books.  
•	 SI International will design training for the staff.
•	 Northstar Systems Inc. will manufacture USB flash-memory cartridges. 

The first players will be manufactured in late 2008.   At first, the quantities will be limited. 
By law veterans will have the first priority for the assignment of the new machines. We 
are diligently working on plans for how the machines will be distributed. We will keep you         
up-to-date as we get further information. 

As always,  I enjoy our conversations and your comments are always valued.
  
For additional information about the NLS Digital Project please visit www.loc.gov 



FOR LARGE PRINT READERS
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LP 20163	Burke, James Lee.  Swan Peak: A Dave Robicheaux Novel.  While vacationing 
in Montana, sheriff deputy Dave Robicheaux assists in a search for the murderer 
of two college students.

LP 20157	Collins, Jackie.  Married Lovers.  Fitness trainer Cameron Paradise works at an 
exclusive L.A. studio where she falls in love with producer Ryan Richards, who is 
married to a Hollywood princess.

LP 20137	Gulley, Philip.  Front Porch Tales.  A Quaker pastor in Indiana reminisces about 
growing up in simpler times, recalling his neighbors, family, and home life.

LP 20153	Gilbert, Elizabeth.  Eat, Pray, Love: One Woman’s Search for Everything 
across Italy, India, and Indonesia.  Traces the author’s decision to quit her job 
and travel the world for a year after suffering a midlife crisis and divorce.

LP 20124	 Iacocca, Lee.  Where Have All the Leaders Gone?  Former head of Chrysler 
lambastes the Bush administration, business leaders, and the media for the war in 
Iraq, the deficit, outsourcing, rising healthcare and gas costs, and other national 
woes.

LP 20161	Monroe, Mary Alice.  Time is a River.  After battling cancer and discovering her 
husband’s infidelity in Charleston, South Carolina, Mia Landan retreats to a North 
Carolina mountain cabin to reassess her life.

LP 20162	Silva, Daniel.  Moscow Rules.  Investigating the suspicious death of a journalist 
in Moscow, Israeli spy Gabriel Allon learns of a former KGB colonel who operates a 
covert arms dealing business.

LP 20099	Cleage, Pearl.  Baby Brother’s Blues.  Blue Hamilton makes sure his Atlanta 
neighborhood is safe, until Army deserter Wesley Jamerson arrives from Iraq and 
begins operating with a corrupt cop, forcing his hand.

LP 20160	Thor, Brad.  The Last Patriot: A Thriller.  Navy SEAL-turned-covert Homeland 
Security operative Scot Harvath is called into action to uncover an ancient secret 
that could end the war on terrorism.  
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By Way of Introduction…
by Felicia Vereen, Director, Division of Discovery and Delivery

Several years ago, 
my uncle was diag-
nosed with macular 
degeneration.  At the 
time, it was a terrible 
blow for him.  He 
was accustomed to 
spending most of his 
mornings reading the 
paper and watch-
ing the news before 

heading out to spend his days on the golf course.  
His eyesight was everything to him.  

I watched him become more withdrawn as he 
struggled to see.  He tried audio books from his 
public library, but getting there was increasingly 
difficult, and the quality of the tapes was some-
what unreliable.

I had been employed at the South Carolina 
State Library for just more than a year then, as 
a reference librarian and trainer in Information 
Services, but I knew that Talking Books Services 
was exactly what he needed.  I took him an 
application and got him signed up as soon as 

possible.  The difference in him was immediate.  
He was more at ease, more engaged.  I never 
went to his house when he didn’t have the fa-
miliar yellow machine and green boxes next to 
his favorite chair.  TBS was able to give him back 
something he thought he’d lost forever.  

Over the next few years, he and my aunt would 
both tell me how wonderful the service was and 
how kind and helpful the staff were when they 
called.  

When I was named the director of the Division 
of Discover and Delivery in March 2008, an area 
that includes Talking Book Services, I couldn’t 
have been more excited to join this staff, to have 
an opportunity to work closely with them and 
with the community we serve.  I’ve seen what 
an incredible impact the service can have.  I’m 
looking forward to seeing the service grow, from 
reaching out to new populations to the transition 
to the new digital format.  

It’s an exciting time for Talking Book Services.  I 
feel so privileged to be a part of the team.  Please 
feel free to contact me if you have comments or 
questions at 803-734-8645.  

Holiday Closings

November 11 - Veteran’s Day
November 27-28 - Thanksgiving

December 25-26 - Christmas



Volunteer Superstars
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It was an afternoon of celebration and recognition, with stars in attendance.  Who were these stars?  
Volunteer Superstars!  About forty of our volunteer superstars gathered at the library for lunch on 
July 16 to highlight their accomplishments.   We celebrated our volunteer superstars with a red, 
white and blue, all-American theme and enjoyed a lunch of hamburgers and hot dogs.   A video 
montage of our volunteers in action was shown during lunch. 

State Librarian, David Goble, Felicia Vereen, Division Director and Pam Davenport, Talking Book 
Services Director highlighted the qualities of our stars and the impact they have on service to our 
patrons.  Clay Jeffcoat, volunteer and Advisory Council member, recounted his experiences as a 
young volunteer and how the service has impacted his life.  Naomi Bradey, Volunteer Coordina-
tor recognized the individuals and volunteer groups, noting that sixty volunteers donated 3,286 
hours of service.

The program concluded with special recognition for long time 
volunteer, Kerry Stubbs.  For almost eleven years, she’s been our 
“girl Friday” and accumulated almost 600 hours of volunteer 
service.  Her role has evolved over the years and she’s performed 
a wide variety of tasks…inspecting books, weeding and shifting 
record and large print collections, labeling newsletters and an-
swering the phone.  Kerry loves books and loves to read.  She has 
now narrated three books for the library.  This generous individual 
shares her time and talents by volunteering and supporting several 

other organizations and her church.  Her name was added to a plaque honoring volunteers who 
have contributed over 500 hours of service to the Talking Books Library.

Our volunteers personify the definition of star.  They play a prominent or important role and per-
form outstandingly.  Many thanks to our volunteer superstars!



JUMP START YOUR CAREER
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RC 61969	 Backstrom, Gayle.  I’d Rather Be Working: A Step-by-Step Guide to Financial 
Self-Support for People with Chronic Illness.  Author with fibromyalgia offers 
a guide to finding a job that can accommodate a chronic illness or disabil-
ity. 

RC 61233	 Bolles, Richard Nelson.  What Color Is Your Parachute?: A Practical Manual 
for Job-Hunters and Career-Changers.  Revised and updated edition of the 
popular guide for determining job objectives and career goals.  

RC 60139	 Edwards, Paul.  Home-Based Business for Dummies. Self-employment and 
business experts offer practical advice for launching and managing a busi-
ness from your home. 

RC 61951	 Goodridge, Walt F.J.  Turn Your Passion into Profit: A Step-by-Step Guide 
for Turning Any Hobby, Talent, or New Product Idea into a Money-Making 
Venture!   Entrepreneur shares his philosophy and formula for finding a more 
fulfilling professional and personal life by pursuing one’s true calling.

RC 62256	 Rathbone, Andy.  PCs: The Missing Manual.  Author offers a guide to basic 
functions of an IBM-compatible personal computer operating on Microsoft 
Windows.

RC 60010	 Taylor, Jeff.  Monster Careers: How to Land the Job of Your Life.  Step-by-step 
guidebook with updated basics of job searching for first-timers, career chang-
ers, and those over fifty.  Discusses networking, interviewing, and defining 
what you want to do.

RC 64500	 Shipley, David.  Send: The Essential Guide to Email for Office and Home.  A 
primer on composing and delivering perfect e-mail messages. Offers guidance 
on writing effective subject lines and bodies and avoiding legal issues.

RC 60809	 Torres, Jessie M.  Surviving PC Disasters, Mishaps, and Blunders.  Information 
technology consultant provides instructions for handling hardware, software, 
and network glitches, preventing hard drive crashes, recovering lost data, 
and more.
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New Books from the Recording Booth

Three books have recently been recorded by our volunteers.  Please 
call the library if you’d like to read the newest additions to the S.C. 
Collection.

CBC 481   Skyward by Mary Alice Monroe

Harris Henderson handles injured birds with ease at his Low Country 
birds of prey rehab center, but he has no idea how to manage his 
diabetic five-year-old daughter. Enter Ella Majors, a pediatric nurse-
turned nanny. As Ella cares for the girl, she becomes an integral 
part of the Hendersons’ lives.  Narrated by Patricia Voelker.

CBC 483   S.C. Recreation Guide for Adults and Children with 
Disabilities

A listing of events and activities offered in South Carolina, including 
camps, summer reading clubs, accessible parks and playgrounds, 
attractions, and points of interest. Provides contact information and 
a brief description for each entry. Narrated by Alan Beckley.

CBC 484  When Light Breaks by Patti Callahan Henry

South Carolina socialite Kara Larson plans her elaborate wedding 
and still makes time to visit ninety-six-year-old Maeve Mahoney 
at the nursing home. As Maeve recounts the story of her first love 
back in Ireland, Kara is driven to remember her own first love: 
childhood   neighbor  Jack  Sullivan.   Some  strong language. 
Narrated by Kerry Stubbs.


