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Students Show their 'Champions of the Environment' Project in Action! 

Amanda Ley, SCDES's 
Champions of the 
Environment 
coordinator, recently 
visited the Montessori 
School of Columbia 
to see how they're 
putting their grant 
funding to work!  
 
Amanda got a firsthand 
look at students 
engaging with their 
"Lettuce Grow" nook 
towers, which received 
funding through the 
Champions of the 
Environment program. 

Students are using their hydroponic gardening project to learn about sustainability and grow 
their own fresh produce.  
 

 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/SCDES-eNews---February-Updates.html?soid=1133767797806&aid=on9Ewtz4F-w
https://des.sc.gov/community/k-12-schools-students-teachers/contests-grants/champions-environment
https://montessoricolumbia.com/
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We’re proud to support schools like Montessori School of Columbia as they cultivate hands-
on environmental education. Visit our website to learn more about Champions of the 
Environment and how your school can apply for this year’s grant. 

 

  

 

  

 

SCDES at SEWE 2025: 
Protecting South Carolina's 

Waters 
 
SCDES was proud to participate in 
SEWE 2025, sharing information 
about protecting our waterways 
through the Aquatic Nuisance Plant 
(ANP) Program and the Adopt-A-
Stream (AAS) Program. 
 
The ANP Program helps control 
invasive vegetation in publicly 
accessible waters and promotes the 
“Clean, Drain, and Dry” method to 
prevent their spread. 
 
The AAS Program engages 
volunteers to monitor and protect 
water quality across the state, 
working with partners to restore our 
waterways. 
 
Thank you to everyone who visited 
our booth and supported 
conservation efforts. We look forward 
to seeing you at SEWE 2026 from 
February 13-15! 

 

 

Celebrating the Important 
Role of Engineers 

 
Engineers shape our world, driving 
innovation in renewable energy, AI 
and urban planning. Engineers 
Week, February 16-22, 2025, 
celebrates their impact and 
encourages future STEM leaders. 
This year’s theme, Design Your 
Future, highlights engineering’s role 
in building a more sustainable 
tomorrow. 
 
At SCDES, engineers help preserve 
South Carolina’s air, land and water 
in many different ways, from 
protecting drinking water to ensuring 
effective waste management. Our 
engineers help identify community-
focused solutions to environmental 
challenges. 
 
Passionate about the environment? 
Join SCDES as a Regional Water 
Engineer and help shape a cleaner, 
safer future. Explore our job openings 
today! 

 

 

  

 

https://des.sc.gov/
https://www.sewe.com/?gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI7s3ny7WCiwMVBF1HAR1MjTsGEAAYASAAEgInnvD_BwE
https://des.sc.gov/blog/scdes-sewe-2025-protecting-south-carolinas-waters
https://des.sc.gov/blog/scdes-sewe-2025-protecting-south-carolinas-waters
https://des.sc.gov/programs/bureau-water/watersheds-program/sc-adopt-stream
https://des.sc.gov/programs/bureau-water/watersheds-program/sc-adopt-stream
https://discovere.org/programs/engineers-week/
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes/jobs/4822569/regional-water-engineer-engineer-engineering-associate-i?page=2&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
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Think Before You Burn: Know SC’s Open Burning Rules 

 

Open burning -- which includes campfires, fire pits and burning yard waste -- 
releases smoke and emissions directly into the air. 
 
Before you strike a match, make sure you’re following South Carolina’s open burning 
rules. 

 Allowed (if local ordinances permit): yard trimmings, barbecues, campfires and 
bonfires using only untreated wood. 

  Illegal to burn: plastics, tires, paint, household cleaners and construction 
debris.  

  Live within city limits? Check with your local government before burning.  
 Outside city limits? Notify the S.C. Forestry Commission before you burn. 

 
Help keep South Carolina’s air clean!  

  

  

 

  

https://des.sc.gov/programs/bureau-air-quality/air-pollution/open-burning
https://des.sc.gov/programs/bureau-air-quality/air-pollution/open-burning


4

 

Protecting Wildlife while 
Protecting Water 

 
During a recent water sampling run, 
Megan Maule, an SCDES Ambient 
and Stormwater Compliance 
Inspector, captured this incredible 
moment in Whale Branch, which is a 
passage between the Coosaw and 
Broad rivers. As she collected 
samples for our ambient water 
program, this curious dolphin popped 
up to check things out! 
 
While dolphins are a beloved part of 
our coastal waters, it’s important to 
remember that feeding them is not 
only harmful but also illegal. Feeding 
dolphins can make them lose their 
natural fear of humans, leading to 
dangerous interactions. Let’s keep 
our wildlife wild -- observe from a 
distance and never feed dolphins. 

 

 

EPIC Day of Insight and 
Innovation at the 

Environmental Policy and 
Infrastructure Conference 

 
This year's Environmental Policy and 
Infrastructure Conference (EPIC) 
featured an insightful keynote 
session by SCDES’s Interim 
Director Myra Reece as well as a 
lunch presentation from Tom Mullikin, 
director of the S.C. Department of 
Natural Resources. The conference 
provided for engaging breakout 
discussions and valuable 
conversations about building a more 
sustainable and resilient future.  

 

 

  

Keeping South Carolina's Shellfish Up to Standard 
 

 

 

Healthy shellfish beds start with clean water! 
SCDES's Shellfish Sanitation Program monitors 
coastal water quality monthly, ensuring shellfish-
growing areas meet state and federal 
standards.  By analyzing water samples and 
tracking environmental changes, we help protect 
South Carolina’s shellfish industry and promote 
water quality restoration. 

 

 

 

https://www.naep-sc.org/event-5984008
https://www.naep-sc.org/event-5984008
https://des.sc.gov/programs/bureau-water/aquatic-science/shellfish-monitoring-program-overview
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Shaping the Future of SC’s 
Aquatic Plant Management 

 
The draft 2025 South Carolina 
Aquatic Plant Management Plan is 
open for public review and 
comments.  
 
The plan is developed by SCDES in 
conjunction with the S.C. Aquatic 
Plant Management Council. It 
identifies aquatic weed problem 
areas, describes management 
objectives, prescribes management 
strategies, and determines funding 
needs and sources, and the plan 
guides how native and non-native 
aquatic plants are managed in our 
public waters, helping to maintain 
healthy aquatic ecosystems across 
the state. Submit comments by 
March 3, 2025: 
 
Review the plan & submit 
comments. 

 

 

Make a Splash with a Paid 
Summer Internship at SCDES 
 
Turn your passion for science and 
public safety into a paid summer 
internship with SCDES! Gain real-
world experience inspecting public 
pools, lazy rivers and water parks 
across South Carolina. 
 
Travel throughout the state, gain 
hands-on field-testing experience and 
enjoy a schedule with no nights or 
weekends required. Apply today for 
a seasonal internship (May 19 – Aug 
15, 2025) and kick-start your 
environmental career! 

 

 

  

 

  

Where Passion Meets Preservation 
 

As the state agency that protects and preserves South Carolina's environment, SCDES seeks 
talented individuals to join our team. We are scientists, engineers and inspectors as well as 

https://des.sc.gov/programs/bureau-water/aquatic-science/aquatic-nuisance-plants
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes
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collaborators, educators, and public servants who work to ensure all South Carolinians have a 
healthy environment.  

 

 Environmental Data Analyst 
 Geologist/Hydrologist I 
 Geologist/Hydrologist II - Federal 

Remediation  
 Geologist/Hydrologist II - Non-

Permitted Petroleum 
 Hazardous Waste Facility Compliance 

Inspector  
 Industrial Wastewater Permitting 

Engineering Associate III 
 Law Enforcement Officer II 
 Lead Admin - Program Coordinator I 
 Mechanic (Vehicle/Equipment Repair 

Technician I) 
 

 Onsite Watewater Program 
Coordinator (Program Coordinator I) 

 Onsite Wastewater Program 
Coordinator (Program Coordinator I) 

 Paralegal 
 Recreational Waters Intern (Seasonal 

Pool Inspector) 
 Regional Water Engineer 
 Sanitary Survey Engineering 

Associate I 
 Senior Auditor 
 Senior FOI Coordinator 
 Water Quality Compliance Inspector 

 

Stay Connected With Us! 
 

             
 

  
 
 

 

SCDES | 2600 Bull Street | Columbia, SC 29201 US 

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice  
    

   
  

 

https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes/jobs/4055108/environmental-data-analyst-environmental-health-manager-iii?pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes/jobs/4833036/geologist-hydrologist-i-corrective-action-field-support?pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes/jobs/4840587/onsite-wastewater-program-coordinator-program-coordinator-i?pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.instagram.com/southcarolinades/
https://www.facebook.com/SouthCarolinaDES
https://www.linkedin.com/company/103801142/admin/feed/posts/
https://www.youtube.com/@SouthCarolinaDES



