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Enslaved Lifeways in the Santee Delta 
By Dr. Kendy Altizer 

In May 2025, thanks to support from the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR) 
Cultural Heritage Trust Program (Archaeology team) and the Santee Coastal Reserve, 
archaeological field school students conducted a shovel test survey between the North and South 
Santee Rivers in Georgetown County. Under the direction of Dr. Kendy Altizer and Tom Vallrugo, 
with logistical support from SCDNR Heritage Trust Archaeologist Dr. Jodi Barnes and Santee 
Coastal Reserve Manager Achi Treptow, students learned how to scientifically collect 
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archaeological data. 
 
Continue reading the full story. 
 
Image features University of North Georgia (UNG) archaeology field school students in the Santee 
Delta. Image courtesy of Dr. Kendy Altizer, UNG. 

 

 

Maritime Heritage at Risk 
A New Exhibit at the South Carolina Maritime Museum 

Visit the new exhibit Maritime Heritage at Risk at the South Carolina Maritime Museum located at 
729 Front St, Georgetown, SC, 29440. The exhibit features the collaborative research of the 
SCDNR Cultural Heritage Trust Program (Archaeology team). The focus of research was on 
identifying South Island John Doe, and the archaeology of the fishing village where he was found. 
The skeleton of John Doe, a young man of African descent, was uncovered on South Island after 
Hurricane Irma in 2017. SCDNR archaeologist Dr. Jodi Barnes and a team of researchers are 
working to learn more about John Doe, a man who died at the turn of the 20th century. DNA 
analysis has established John Doe’s family tree with descendants living across the country, but his 
identity remains unknown. He was found near a former fishing village, which was a thriving Black 
community during the late 19th to early 20th centuries. 
 
Image features the exhibit Maritime Heritage at Risk at the South Carolina Maritime Museum. Image 
courtesy of Dr. Jodi Barnes, SCDNR. 

 

https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/SCDNR/2025/06/30/file_attachments/3309506/2025.06.29%20Enslaved%20Lifeways%20in%20the%20Santee%20Delta%20Final.pdf
https://scmaritimemuseum.org/?utm_content&utm_medium=email&utm_name&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term
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Ceramic Digital Type Collection 
Available Now on Sketchfab 

Introducing the Ceramic Digital Type Collection, a new education resource produced by the SCDNR 
Archaeology team. The digital type collection is meant to provide high-fidelity models of ceramics as 
a point of reference for students, interns, and professionals in the field of archaeology. While digital 
models are not a direct substitute for physical type collections, the production of a digital type 
collection may aid in quick preliminary identification of artifacts in field and lab settings. Additional 
models will be added to the Ceramic Digital Type Collection in the future. 
 
Image features a scaled 3D model of a mochaware sherd. This 3D model was produced by Charles 
Scarborough, SCDNR. 

 

https://sketchfab.com/SCDNR-HTP/collections/ceramic-digital-type-collection-89a4a02031e048cebec640034f5a01ec?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://sketchfab.com/SCDNR-HTP/collections/ceramic-digital-type-collection-89a4a02031e048cebec640034f5a01ec?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/mocha-decorated-annular-pearlware-b039fc8498cc4dabbbc7fddeb939b680?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
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Fall 2025 Archaeology for Kids Programs 
Registration Open 

Are you a teacher, librarian, or community organizer interested in booking an archaeology program 
for kids from September - November 2025? If you answered yes, then register now for a free 
Archaeology for Kids program! Archaeology for Kids programs are provided by the SCDNR 
Archaeology team for free to schools, libraries, and community centers anywhere in South Carolina. 
The number of available programs is limited, so register today.  
 
Questions about Archaeology for Kids programming? Please email 
ArchaeologyOutreach@dnr.sc.gov.  
 
Image features a participant of the Pottery Re-Fit activity. Image courtesy of Meg Gaillard, SCDNR. 

 

 

Questions about archaeology events and programs? Please visit the Heritage Trust website, or 
email ArchaeologyOutreach@dnr.sc.gov. 
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