
SECTION 5317 
NEW FREEDOM 

PROGRAM GUIDELINES AND REQUIREMENTS 
Overview 
• Authorized in SAFETEA-LU to support public 

transportation services and alternatives beyond 
those required by American’s with Disability Act of 
1990 

• Derived from Executive Order 13217 stating the 
United States is committed to community based 
alternatives for individuals with disabilities……
   



SECTION 5317 
NEW FREEDOM 

PROGRAM GUIDELINES AND REQUIREMENTS 
Overview 
• New Freedom aims to overcome existing barriers to 

individuals seeking integration into workforce and full 
participation in society; 
 

• Geographic disproportions of transportation-
disadvantaged populations also creates challenges for 
human service programs; 
 

• South Carolina’s 10 Regional Coordination Plans and 
partnerships with it’s 10 Regional COGs assist with 
bridging this gap.  
 

 
 

 
  



SECTION 5317 
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Eligible Recipients 

A.  Private non-profit organizations 
B.  State or Local government authority; and 
C. Operators of public transportation services; 

including private operators of public 
transportation services. 

 
Eligible Activities 
Capital and operating expenses that support new 
public transportation services beyond those required 
by the ADA Act of 1990 
 



SECTION 5317 
NEW FREEDOM 

PROGRAM GUIDELINES AND REQUIREMENTS 
Examples of New Public Transit Services Beyond ADA 
• Enhancing paratransit beyond minimum requirements 

of ADA. 
 ADA complimentary paratransit services can be 
 eligible, but must meet definition of new  
 (August 10, 2005) 

• Feeder Services 
  New “feeder” services (transit service that provides 
  access) to commuter rail, commuter bus, intercity 
  rail, and intercity bus stations, for which  
  complementary paratransit service is not required 
  under ADA 

 



SECTION 5317 
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PROGRAM GUIDELINES AND REQUIREMENTS 
Examples (continued) 
• Accessibility Improvements to transit and intermodal 

stations not designated as key stations 
• Travel Training 

New training programs for individual users on 
awareness, knowledge, and skills of public 
alternative transportation options  

• ADA Vehicles  (ADA mini-van on state contract 2012) 
• Voucher Programs 
• Volunteer Driver and Aide Programs 
• Mobility Management, same restrictions as JARC 
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Match Requirements 
• No State Match available;  
• Documentation of local match required; 
• Capital Projects 

80% federal  20% Match 
• Operations 

50% federal  50% Match 
 

• Local Match may be derived from other federal 
funds that are eligible to be expended for 
transportation, other than the DOT programs. 

 



SECTIONS 5310, 5316 AND 5317 
PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS AND 

ACCOUNTABILITY  
• Office of Public Transit (OPT) is responsible for 

oversight and compliance of these programs. 

• Public Providers receiving any of the funds above 
will be  reviewed during your 5311 compliance 
review. 

• All other providers will be reviewed every three 
years. 



SECTIONS 5310, 5316 AND 5317 
PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS AND 

ACCOUNTABILITY  
• All recipients will be required to submit the new 

Human Service Compliance Review Form.   This 
form will provide information required for 
necessary federal quarterly reports and assist with 
managing projects. 

• Please see handout for a glimpse of the “draft” form.  
A copy is also posted on our website along with this 
presentation at 
www.scdot.org/getting/masstransit.shtml 



SECTIONS 5310, 5316 AND 5317  
PROGRAM GUIDELINES AND REQUIREMENTS 

Q & A 
 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO TO SUPPORT 
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION IN                         

SOUTH CAROLINA!!! 
 

Lavern Prioleau Glover 
Program Manager 

Office of Public Transit 
(803) 737-0670 

gloverlp@scdot.org  

 


