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Assessment & Data

Test Development

Updates to the EOCEP Biology & U.S. History and the Constitution
Online Tools Training (OTT)

Updates have been made to the Online Tools Training (OTT). The OTT provides
students with the opportunity to:

e become familiar with the online testing format,

e practice using the available online tools,

e preview different item types, and

e review sample questions aligned to the South Carolina content standards.

Although the OTT items are not scored, the answer keys will now be displayed after the
last question. The 20 Sample Release Items for U.S. History and the Constitution
(USHC) have been included on the OTT. An additional five items are on the OTT to help
demonstrate all item types and the online functions. More information about the USHC
item types can be found on the SCDE website on the Quick Links for Teachers — Iltem
Type Descriptions for SC READY and EOCEP Page.



https://wbte.drcedirect.com/SC/portals/sc
https://ed.sc.gov/tests/assessment-information/quick-links-for-teachers/sample-items-sc-ready-and-eocep/
https://ed.sc.gov/tests/assessment-information/quick-links-for-teachers/sample-items-sc-ready-and-eocep/
https://ed.sc.gov/tests/assessment-information/quick-links-for-teachers/item-type-descriptions-for-sc-ready-and-eocep/
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Additional items will be included for Biology in fall 2025.

Contact Information: Daniel Cammisa, dcammisa@ed.sc.qov

Assessment Resources for ELA Teachers

The English 2 TDW Sampler for Argumentative Writing is now available on our
Assessment Quick Links for Teachers webpage. Teachers also have access to color-
coded copies of the student responses and an informative video that explores the
annotated student responses. For support with the TDW Item “Writing to Inform,” teachers
should visit the EOCEP Online Training Tools (OTT) for a sample.

Also available on our Assessment Quick Links for Teachers webpage is the video “Using
the EOCEP English 2 Assessment Specifications for Teachers” webinar and “Using
the SC READY ELA Assessment Specifications for Teachers” webinar.

Additional TDW Samplers for grades 3, 6, and 8 will be released soon. In the meantime,
teachers may access the SC READY Online Training Tools (OTT) for sample TDW
items.

Contact Information: Rebecca Rundlett, rrundlett@ed.sc.gov or Deema Abu Abdo,
drabuabdo@ed.sc.gov

Test Programs

Precode/Assessment Rostering Updates

Hello! Just a reminder that the Precode listserv is where district test coordinators and
those precoding student data can get updates on available rostering files to review for
data quality. Reminders about Precode deadlines and procedures are also posted on this
listserv. To subscribe, please email precode@ed.sc.qov.

English Language Proficiency Assessments

The Office of Assessment and Standards is excited to announce that virtual Professional
Learning Units (PLUs) are available through WIDA. These are optional but can be used
towards recertification credit. For the complete list of webinars and offerings please refer
to the Renewal Credits Section of the Multilingual Learners and Immigrant Student
Program Professional Learning Opportunities resource.

e WIDA ACCESS for ELLs Online Test Administration Webinar
e December 9, 2024, 2-3:30 pm
e Zoom: https://uwmadison.zoom.us/j/95423614061

o WIDA Alternate ACCESS Test Administration \Webinar
e December 10, 2024, 2-3:30pm
e Zoom: https://uwmadison.zoom.us/j/92633699089

Contact Information: Meghan Walters-Branham, mgwalters@ed.sc.gov

EOCEP Fall/Winter 2024-2025
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The state testing window will open on December 2 through January 24. For Algebra 1,
Biology 1, English 2 - Reading, and USHC, the district test window must not begin earlier
than the last 15 instructional days of the semester or school year. For English 2 - Writing,
the district testing window must not begin earlier than the last 20 instructional days of the
semester or school year. No testing may begin before December 2.

Test Management in DRC's INSIGHT portal is now open. Due to the migration to EDPlan,
it is very important to thoroughly check student records prior to printing the rosters and
test tickets. Please be sure that all students are coded correctly for required testing
accommodations.

To prepare for distribution, rosters and test tickets may be printed up to two weeks before
the first day of testing. Remember that test tickets are secure materials. After printing, they
must be kept in locked storage until the day of testing.

The Additional Materials window for the TAM and Secure Materials will open from
November 21 to January 23.

Beginning with this Fall/Winter administration, the Test Administrator will be able to use
the Test Monitoring Application. Additional details are available from your

DTC. IMPORTANT—If the TA is using the Test Monitoring Application, a monitor is
required in the testing room at all times.

Contact Information: Dr. Kirsten Hural, khural@ed.sc.gov

Standards & Instruction

English Language Arts

Office Hours

Registration for January 16, 2025 ELA Office Hours is open. Beginning with this date, we
will offer three 45 minute sessions each month. Registration links can be accessed below.

January 16, 2025

e 3:00pm-3:45pm (K-5): Register Here
e 3:45pm-4:30pm (6-8): Register Here
e 4:30pm-5:15pm (E1-E4): Register Here

Contact Information: Brenna McCormick, bkmccormick@ed.sc.gov

Math

Spring 2025 PD for the 2025 SCCCR Mathematics Standards
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The Math Team is excited to announce a train-the-trainer model professional development
for school-based instructional leaders, such as teachers, coaches, department chairs, and
special populations educators to support the 2025 SCCCR Mathematics Standards. There
are 13 sessions from January through April from which to choose.

Please see the memo for the Spring 2025 PD for 2025 SCCCR Mathematics Standards
for dates, locations, and registrations.

Contact Information: Sandra Ammons, sammons@ed.sc.qov or Dawn Hood, dbhood@ed.sc.gov

Personalized Learning

Learning Progressions: Feedback Needed

The Personalized Learning Team invites educators to provide feedback on two sets of
learning progressions:

e The Historical Thinking Skills Learning Progressions and

e The Science and Engineering Practices Learning Progressions.

Feedback links are embedded in each document.
Profile of the SC Graduate Competency Implementation Workshop

The Personalized Learning Team is excited to share new and upcoming professional
learning opportunities:

1. Coaching and Leading Cohort
e Designed to support teams of coaches & leaders with essential skills and
knowledge for success in student-centered environments.
e Time for networking, collaboration, and planning

2. Thinking Skills Cohort
e Specifically designed for teams of educators who support and/or teach social
studies
e Three interconnected learning experiences on supporting all learners in social
studies while using thinking skill progressions

*All opportunities offer renewal credits.

For more information, please visit our professional development page or email
personalizedlearning@ed.sc.gov.

Physical Education and Health

Introducing the PALMI



mailto:sammons@ed.sc.gov
mailto:dbhood@ed.sc.gov
mailto:personalizedlearning@ed.sc.gov
https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/school-district-memoranda-archive/office-of-assessment-and-standards-spring-2025-pd-for-the-2025-math-standards/office-of-assessment-and-standards-spring-2025-pd-for-the-2025-math-standards-memo/
https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/standards/social-studies/instructional-resources/prototype-of-south-carolina-historical-thinking-skills-progressions/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B8Ysa8TURo8QuT1mvsh4qcFrvMmJyP4GAnIMhHOcYFc/edit?tab=t.0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XJ0kutvtgf89rQcpvAtajxtL07tVFQBn/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CPO6E02Dos7tbpm3Ns8SFxL2rbMql57f/view

The South Carolina Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance
(SCAHPERD), in partnership with the South Carolina Department of Education and the
South Carolina Department of Public Health, is looking for schools doing great things in
physical education and physical activity. Share your school's story here to become eligible
for a Physical Adeptness & Literacy Model Institution (PALMI) Award. No field in the
application is required; however, the more information provided, the more likely your
school will be recognized.

Virtual Office Hours Coming Soon

The South Carolina Department of Education Office of Assessment and Standards is
launching regular virtual office hours for health and physical educators in the Spring.
Complete this brief survey so the office can make an informed decision about when, how
often, how long, and what topics to focus on for office hours. Thank you for your
consideration in sharing your thoughts with us.

Updated Erin’s Law Resources

An updated list of instructional materials for sexual abuse and assault awareness and
prevention (Erin’s Law) instruction can be accessed by following this link.

Contact Information: Ben Miedema, bjmiedema@ed.sc.gov

Science

National Youth Science Camp

The National Youth Science Camp (NYS Camp) will soon be accepting nominations of
current high school juniors or seniors for its 2025 in-person camp in the Monongahela
National Forest In West Virginia. The National Youth Science Camp is designed to honor
and challenge future leaders through engagement with STEAM professionals and exciting
outdoor activities.

Two students from South Carolina will be selected to attend.

You can find more information about the camp at the National Youth Science Academy
website.

Contact Information: Brent White, Elementary Science Education Associate, bcwhite@ed.sc.gov

Social Studies

Professional Learning Opportunities

The Social Studies Professional Learning Opportunities page on the SCDE website
provides information about current opportunities. Both by request and pre-scheduled
Professional Development options are available.
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Contact Information: Shelley Britt, ssbritt@ed.sc.gov
South Carolina Council on the Holocaust: Save the Date
The South Carolina Council on the Holocaust will host an 80th Commemoration of the

Liberation of Auschwitz event at the USC Alumni Center in Columbia on January 27,
2025.

Contact Information: Scott Auspelmyer, sauspelmyer@scholocaustcouncil.org

Visual and Performing Arts

Professional Learning

If your school or district is seeking professional learning for the Visual and Performing
Arts, please complete the SCDE Visual and Performing Arts Professional Learning
Opportunities Request Survey.

The survey is to be completed by the school or district leaders. Please allow four weeks in
advance notice for professional learning requests.

Contact Information: Roger Simpson, rsimpson@ed.sc.gov

World Languages

SC Seal of Biliteracy

If your district plans to submit student applications for the South Carolina Seal of
Biliteracy for the 2024-2025 school year, please select a designated district contact
person to complete the Intent to Participate Form.

Professional Development

SCDE World Languages will be hosting an All Things World Languages Webinar series
for the 2024-2025 school year. The series is designed to share best practices for
supporting students and teachers in the classroom. Participants will leave with a toolkit of
valuable tips and instructional strategies. The series will run from September 19th through
April 10th, from 4:00 PM-5:00 PM. Participants will receive a Certificate of Completion for
Renewal Credit. Registration, topics, and dates can be found on the All Things World
Languages Webinar Series 2024-2025.

If your school or district is seeking Professional Learning Opportunities for World
Languages, please complete the SCDE OAS Humanities Professional Development
Interest Form. Professional Learning will be tailored to your needs after conducting a
PLO Pre-Conference with the requestor. The interest survey is to be completed by school
or district leaders. Please allow 4 weeks in advance notice for professional learning
requests.



mailto:ssbritt@ed.sc.gov
mailto:sauspelmyer@scholocaustcouncil.org
mailto:rsimpson@ed.sc.gov
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MgPxLTcUNg-k1H7DLkxUX4tsAx_78cRK/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MgPxLTcUNg-k1H7DLkxUX4tsAx_78cRK/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfSmzwhtXDll7-3yyBBQPplyQCDaw3sMwUrn7UyG4YPZZ2_xg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfSmzwhtXDll7-3yyBBQPplyQCDaw3sMwUrn7UyG4YPZZ2_xg/viewform
https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/standards/world-languages/instructional-resources/south-carolina-seal-of-biliteracy-overview-and-guidelines/
https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/standards/world-languages/instructional-resources/south-carolina-seal-of-biliteracy-overview-and-guidelines/
https://cgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F7r8s88wab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001EiSYxgufTMOo5EsJxhub2jdLF_M9h0ruwcl8i7l_Y7iKww4utx7hvqRiJLFVVLxL1TKVCbcI97fDXv1tjDsoNIKexY7lE5R5xpTX3eFKjDxjAXjhPxIGsLMIDMSFSlOmFuWb3gOagjKyBtFMlDHAWLETKZLOgAPG1lYsfO8hZar_7t6fEmHKBwBSt4lT4Q9NgRdba9lnQJ78DL0QjgfH05j_qtfB0wcaFERlUYeY8meRAmUbyA02nPghg3It-m1V-fkNeupjlO4%3D%26c%3DEmzp5gT67mgN6Uqfc1t-s9dTXMgngxpwDyXF0Lic8A8-LOfAMQsZAg%3D%3D%26ch%3D6ERHSY2UXsqrM4oLmqXrO8EghruGJ0ltGLplHcpye_HagvAbpIg8aA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cstatedocuments%40statelibrary.sc.gov%7Caba7169a884e496eb2fe08dd12da8a68%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C0%7C0%7C638687452023787656%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jk%2BuBDMMQhC5nnkvZY98ee4jvG88NZkrZiv3zOQkFrg%3D&reserved=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSelIrrXNDGsbAXQFUOo7X8QkUhJfRuvOecm94qa30tEPGvDRQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSelIrrXNDGsbAXQFUOo7X8QkUhJfRuvOecm94qa30tEPGvDRQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejLfry-nF6IcjyR_0tk1BkqeSJFQJ1qgtZTFgxnuBOqpcJEA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejLfry-nF6IcjyR_0tk1BkqeSJFQJ1qgtZTFgxnuBOqpcJEA/viewform

Contact Information: Rocio Zalba, World Languages Education Associate, rzalba@ed.sc.gov

General Information

School District Memo Archive

The SCDE releases a memo each Tuesday including
pertinent information for educators. The memo
archive can be accessed by clicking the button
below.

o @ Q Subscribe to our Newsletter

SOUTH CAROLINA
@ DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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