


AGENCY NAME: Rural Infrastructure Authority 
AGENCY CODE: P450 SECTION: 54 

 

B-1 
 

 

FORM B – PROGRAM REVISION REQUEST 
 

DECISION PACKAGE 6762 
 Provide the decision package number issued by the PBF system (“Governor’s Request”). 
 

TITLE 
Increase recurring appropriations for the Rural Infrastructure Fund  

 Provide a brief, descriptive title for this request. 
 

AMOUNT  $1,944,921 
 What is the net change in requested appropriations for FY 2015-16?  This amount should 

correspond to the decision package’s total in PBF across all funding sources. 
 

ENABLING AUTHORITY 

Title 11, Chapter 50 of the South Carolina Code of Laws  

 What state or federal statutory, regulatory, and/or administrative authority established 
this program?  Is this decision package prompted by the establishment of or a revision to 
that authority? 

 

FACTORS ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE REQUEST 

Mark “X” for all that apply: 
 (Base Adjustment) Allocation of statewide employee benefits. 
 (Base Adjustment) Realignment within existing programs and lines. 
 (Base Adjustment) Restructuring of agency programs – requires pre-approval. 
 Change in cost of providing current services to existing program audience. 
 Change in case load / enrollment under existing program guidelines. 
 Non-mandated change in eligibility / enrollment for existing program.  

X Non-mandated program change in service levels or areas.  
 Proposed establishment of a new program or initiative. 
 Loss of federal or other external financial support for existing program.  
 Exhaustion of fund balances previously used to support program. 

 

RECIPIENTS OF FUNDS 

Grantees are made up of local governments, special purpose districts, public service 
districts and public works commissions.  Grants are distributed through a competitive 
process based on eligibility that is consistent with the enabling statute. 

 What individuals or entities would receive these funds (contractors, vendors, grantees, 
individual beneficiaries, etc.)?  How would these funds be allocated – using an existing 
formula, through a competitive process, based upon predetermined eligibility criteria? 

 

http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t11c050.php
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RELATED REQUEST(S) 
No 

 Is this decision package associated with other decision packages requested by your 
agency or other agencies this year?  Is it associated with a specific capital or non-
recurring request? 

 

MATCHING FUNDS 

Not directly.  All grants require some matching contributions from the grantee. 

 Would these funds be matched by federal, institutional, philanthropic, or other 
resources?  If so, identify the source, amount, and terms of the match requirement. 

 

FUNDING 
ALTERNATIVES 

Authority could continue to utilize its existing cash resources.  However, to accelerate 
the improvement of the economic conditions in rural, distressed communities and 
increase the quality and quantity of shovel-ready sites with utilities for economic 
development, the recurring funds available to the Authority must be increased beyond 
its current levels. 

 What other possible funding sources were considered?  Could this request be met in 
whole or in part with the use of other resources, including fund balances?  If so, please 
comment on the sustainability of such an approach. 

 

SUMMARY 

The Board of the Rural Infrastructure Authority has committed to making $14,000,000 
in assistance available for basic infrastructure and economic development projects.  
Such assistance will help build the infrastructure capacity of distressed, rural areas to 
compete for jobs and investment. During the current fiscal year, the Authority has only 
$10,055,079 ($5,000,000 in Other Funds and $5,055,079 in State Appropriations) in 
recurring revenue.  In order to provide the financial stability to the Authority to carry 
out its mission, the Board has requested that its recurring state appropriations be 
increased to $7,000,000 from its current level. 

Information 
Technology 
/Security 

Y/N 
N 

Consulted 
DTO during 
development 

Y/N 
N/A 

 Provide a summary of the rationale for the decision package.  Why has it been 
requested?  How specifically would the requested funds be used?  If the request is 
related to information security or information technology, explain its relationship to the 
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agency’s security or technology plan. 
 

METHOD OF 
CALCULATION 

The Board of the Authority has authorized a $14,000,000 grant program for FY2015-16.  
During the current fiscal year, the Authority has only $10,055,079 ($5,000,000 in Other 
Funds and $5,055,079 in State Appropriations) in recurring revenue.  The Board has 
requested that its recurring state appropriations be increased to $7,000,000 from its 
current level.  The Authority anticipates that demand for its grant program will exceed 
current grant program levels which is the reason the Authority has established a 
competitive grant process. 
  

 How was the amount of the request calculated?  What factors could cause deviations 
between the request and the amount that could ultimately be required in order to 
perform the underlying work? 

 

FUTURE IMPACT 

No 

 Will the state incur any maintenance-of-effort or other obligations by adopting this 
decision package?  What impact will there be on future capital and/or operating 
budgets if this request is or is not honored?  Has a source of any such funds been 
identified and/or obtained by your agency? 

 

PRIORITIZATION 

As indicated earlier, the Authority would continue to use its fund balance. 

 If no or insufficient new funds are available in order to meet this need, how would the 
agency prefer to proceed?  By using fund balances, generating new revenue, cutting 
other programs, or deferring action on this request in FY 2015-16? 
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INTENDED IMPACT 

Funding this request would provide the most distressed, rural areas of the state with 
the additional resources necessary to lay the groundwork for economic development 
and accelerate opportunities for new jobs and investment.  Building infrastructure will 
help ensure that rural communities are competitive and remain sustainable. 

 What impact is this decision package intended to have on service delivery and program 
outcomes, and over what period of time? 

 

PROGRAM 
EVALUATION 

The mission of the SC Rural Infrastructure Authority (RIA) is to assist in financing 

qualified rural infrastructure projects that will build capacity of rural communities to 

compete for jobs and investment and provide environmental facilities that protect 

public health and meet quality standards.  These efforts, in turn, lead to more 

sustainable communities and meet the following objectives: 

• Address infrastructure that is subject to public health and environmental 

concerns; 

• Build capacity for economic opportunity and job creation;  

• Target distressed areas that lack adequate resources; and 

• Leverage local efforts and other investments. 
 

 How would the use of these funds be evaluated?  What specific outcome or performance 
measures would be used to assess the effectiveness of this program? 
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