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Consortium Board of Directors Elect Chair 
and Vice-Chair 

  
S.C. Department of Natural Resources Director Robert H. 
Boyles, Jr. was elected chair of S.C. Sea Grant Consortium’s 
Board of Directors and Geoffrey I. Scott, Ph.D., clinical 
professor and chair of University of South Carolina’s 
Environmental Health Sciences department within the 
Arnold School of Public Health, was elected vice-chair by 
unanimous votes on September 29, 2023. Both one-year 
terms began on January 1, 2024. 
  
“The S.C. Sea Grant Consortium supports efforts in 

research, education, and outreach to sustain the coastal resources that make South 

 

https://dnr.sc.gov/
https://www.scseagrant.org/board-of-directors/
https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/public_health/study/areas_of_study/environmental_health_sciences/index.php
https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/public_health/study/areas_of_study/environmental_health_sciences/index.php
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Carolina such a vibrant place to live, work, and play,” Boyles said. “I have enjoyed a 
special relationship with Sea Grant that dates to my days in graduate school, and I am 
honored and humbled to have been elected to serve as chair of the S.C. Sea Grant 
Board of Directors. I look forward to working with my colleagues on the Board, the 
Consortium staff, and faculty and staff at our member institutions in the year ahead.” 
 

S.C. Sea Grant Consortium Executive Director Susan Lovelace, Ph.D., said, “I continue 
to be delighted by and grateful for the support of our Board and the willingness of 
Robert and Geoff to provide leadership that supports our aspiration to excel in our 
mission.” 
  
Visit the Consortium’s website to read the full press release and learn more about 
S.C. Department of Natural Resources Director Robert Boyles, Jr. and University of 
South Carolina Clinical Professor Geoffrey Scott. 
 

Photo: Robert H. Boyles, Jr., S.C. Department of Natural Resources. 
 

 

 

Bell Wins S.C. Environmental Awareness 
Award 
 

Elizabeth Vernon (E.V.) Bell, the Consortium’s marine 
education specialist, won the 2023 S.C. Environmental 
Awareness Award for her efforts to develop and 
implement the Palmetto Environmental Education 
Certification (PEEC) program, the only such program in the 
state of South Carolina. Bell was honored at a reception on 
February 2, 2024 hosted by the S.C. Department of Natural 
Resources (SCDNR). 
  

“Ms. Bell is just one individual – but through creative partnerships, networking, and 
training, she’s been able to amplify positive impacts through the thousands of people 
she has taught and mentored over the years,” said Shannon Bobertz, SCDNR’s chief of 
staff, who presented the award. 
  
In 2018, the Consortium launched the PEEC program in partnership with a 14-
member steering committee comprised of classroom teachers, nonformal educators, 
college professors, and ecotourism professionals. As the state’s first and only 
environmental education certification for educators, the two-year program engages 
participants in a series of in-person training workshops, online modules and group 
discussions, individualized outdoor explorations, and culminates in capstone projects 
designed to fine-tune skills for effective environmental education. PEEC is endorsed 
by the S.C. Department of Education for 120 renewal credits, and the latest cohort of 
14 educators is expected to graduate with their certification in August 2024. 
  

 

https://www.scseagrant.org/board-election-2023/
https://www.scseagrant.org/elizabeth-vernon-bell/
https://www.peecsc.org/
https://www.peecsc.org/
https://www.peecsc.org/
https://ed.sc.gov/
https://www.peecsc.org/2022-2024-cohort/
https://www.peecsc.org/2022-2024-cohort/
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The S.C. Environmental Awareness Award was established by the legislature in 1992 
to recognize outstanding contributions toward the conservation of South Carolina’s 
environment. Committee members include representatives of the S.C. Department of 
Natural Resources, S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control, S.C. Sea 
Grant Consortium, and S.C. Forestry Commission. Nominations are rated by the 
committee based on excellence in innovation, leadership, and accomplishments that 
influence positive changes affecting the state’s natural air, land, water, and coastal 
resources. 
 

For more information about the award and nomination process, contact April Turner 
at (843) 953-2073 or Susannah Sheldon at (843) 953-2083. 
 

Photo courtesy of Erin Weeks, S.C. Department of Natural Resources. 
 

 

 

Consortium-Nominated Knauss 
Fellows Matched with Host 
Agencies 
 

Ekaterina Altman, Malayna Nesbitt, and Anna 
Quintrell began their John A. Knauss Marine 
Policy fellowships on February 1, 2024. 
  
Ekaterina Altman has been matched with the 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management’s Office of Environmental Programs. “I look 
forward to engaging more with current and former Knauss fellows and finding ways 
to meaningfully contribute and share knowledge about marine policy concerns and 
solutions with more people in accessible ways,” she said. Ekaterina has a Ph.D. in 
environmental health sciences from the University of South Carolina. 
  
Malayna Nesbitt has been matched with the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) Deputy Associate Administrator for Research within NASA’s 
Science Mission Directorate. “I especially look forward to learning and implementing 
my own experiences within research to develop solutions to public health 
issues affecting people across the nation,” she said. Malayna has an M.P.H. with a 
concentration in health promotion and health behavior from the Medical University 
of South Carolina. 
 

Anna Quintrell has been matched with the NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service’s 
Highly Migratory Species Management Division in the Office of Sustainable Fisheries. 
“Being chosen for the Knauss Fellowship is a significant milestone in my career, and I 
am deeply grateful for this opportunity to work alongside dedicated professionals in 
the pursuit of safeguarding our precious coastal resources,” she said. Anna has an 
M.S. in marine biology and biological oceanography from the College of Charleston. 
  

 

https://dnr.sc.gov/
https://dnr.sc.gov/
https://scdhec.gov/
https://www.scseagrant.org/
https://www.scseagrant.org/
https://www.scfc.gov/
https://www.scseagrant.org/knauss-marine-policy-fellowship/
https://www.scseagrant.org/knauss-marine-policy-fellowship/
https://www.boem.gov/environment/environment
https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/public_health/study/areas_of_study/environmental_health_sciences/index.php
https://science.nasa.gov/
https://science.nasa.gov/
https://medicine.musc.edu/departments/phs/academics/mph
https://medicine.musc.edu/departments/phs/academics/mph
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/about/office-sustainable-fisheries
https://marinebiology.cofc.edu/
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February 15, 2024 is the application deadline for the Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship 
class of 2025. For more information, visit the Fellowship webpage or contact 
Susannah Sheldon at (843) 953-2083. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Sea Grant Reef Fish Webinar Series, February 13, 
2024 (South Atlantic Red Snapper Research 
Program) and February 27, 2024 (Greater 
Amberjack Count), virtual. Registration is open. 
  
Forested Wetlands of the Upper Estuary 
Conference, March 5-7, 2024 in Charleston, S.C. 

Registration is open and a draft agenda is available. 
  
Microplastics in the Coastal Region Conference, April 8-9, 2024 in Charleston, S.C. 
Registration opens soon. 
  
2024 S.C. Sea Grant Consortium Research Symposium, May 15-16, 2024 in Conway, 
S.C. Registration is open. 

 

 

 

 

  
  

Interested in coastal research, education, and outreach? Join our email list 
to receive Consortium news, publication announcements,  

and upcoming events! 

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST  
 

Feel free to forward this email to a friend or colleague.  
Thank you! 

  
  

 

 

  

       
  

 

 

https://www.scseagrant.org/graduate-fellowships/
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7587824737143039062
https://www.scseagrant.org/forested-wetlands-conference/
https://www.scseagrant.org/forested-wetlands-conference/
https://www.scseagrant.org/microplastics-conference/
https://www.scseagrant.org/sc-sea-grant-consortium-research-symposium/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/4Btli13/signup?source_id=96e2876d-c204-4253-ba08-719d8984a9b9&source_type=em&c=uvbjf7r15pTGOLJRQ1uIeiqFpV9VZMGGCx0TNhf6h6slGadvIokMeA==
https://www.facebook.com/scseagrant
https://www.instagram.com/scseagrant/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sc-sea-grant-consortium/
https://www.youtube.com/@s.c.seagrantconsortium4976



