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RIDGE SPRING HOSTS AGRICULTURAL CONFERENCE

Stan Perry

The South Carolina Heritage Corridor
and the South Carolina Department
of Agriculture held their agribusiness
conference in the charming town of Ridge
Spring on January 27,2010. Located in
Saluda County, Ridge Spring is home to
several of the state’s leading agricultural
producers. The conference, sponsored
in part by Saluda County Government,
Titan Farms, Derrick Equipment and the
town of Ridge Spring, was a marked
success. Agriculture related producers,
entrepreneurs and authorities from
around the state comprised the
one-hundred plus registrants.

After a welcome by SC Department
of Agriculture Marketing Director, Martin
Eubanks, and Ridge Spring Mayor, Pat
Asbill, the keynote address was delivered
by Diane Green of Greentree Naturals

LEADERSHIP SOUTH
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Leadership South Carolina is
searching for the state’s best and
brightest rural community leaders
to be part of finding solutions to the
challenges facing our region.

Each year, Leadership South Carolina
provides a select group of people the

- Certified Organic Farm. Ms. Green

encouraged the audience to enhance their

roadside and farmers’ market presence.
She urged producers to look at what is

available at local grocers and pursue those

products that are absent or available with

less than desirable quality. “Learn what
your customers like”, said Ms. Green, as
another way to hone your marketing
approach. She suggested that producers
give something away with purchases and
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opportunity to learn more about the
Palmetto State while getting to know each
other. Leadership SC participants reflect
the great diversity of our state in terms
of age (there is no age-limit), education,
ethnicity, employment and region.

As the state’s oldest and most
recognized leadership program,
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to package products in a usable format.
Taking the time to prepare and combine
a few related products, like a stir fry mix,
will often let you get a higher price per
pound than selling the individual items.
Titan Farms, Yon Family Farms and City
Roots participated in a panel discussion on
marketing your enterprise. Other forums
included Social Networking, Employment
Law, Tax Liability and Food Safety. Prior
to the closing remarks by SC National
Heritage Corridor CEO, Michelle McCollum,
a multi discipline panel led a discussion
on collaborative efforts in SC agriculture.
Saluda County Planner and Economic
Developer, Tom Brooks, was delighted
with the attendance and the opportunity
to promote the county, and shared these
continued on page 2...........

Leadership SC is accepting applications
from all geographic areas of the state,
especially the rural areas for including
in our next class that begins in August.
Deadline for applying is May 1st.
Leadership SC provides a forum
for a diverse group of individuals to
explore- continued on page 2.................
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WALTER HARRIS State Director, Vernita Dore and Laurie
Lawson, FSA State Director. Chuck Bundy

USDA-Rural Development and USDA- of the SC Department of Commerce
Farm Services Administration recently and Dr. Mac Horton of the Clemson
held listening sessions across South Institute for Economic and Community
Carollina. These sessions were a part of Development were the guest speakers.
a presidential initiative to find out what Walter Harris, the executive director
citizens, state agencies, non-profits and of the SC Rural Development Council
business leaders think about the proper facilitated the question and answer part
role for USDA in job creation in Rural of the meeting. The questions were
America. The Columbia regional meeting prepared by the leadership of USDA in
was held at the Clemson University Lake Washington and were uniform across Janie Davis, head of the SC Commission
House located at the Sandhill REC in the country as each state held their own on Minority Affairs makes a comment
Northeast Columbia. The meeting was version of these listening sessions. during the regional meeting

hosted by USDA-Rural Development About 55 people attended the
Columbia session and provided some
significant feedback. USDA was very careful
to capture each session on video tape and
was obligated to make timely summary
reports back to Washington on the findings.
Sessiona were held in the other 4
regions of USDA-Rural Development. All
were well attended with a great degree of

similarity in the responses from the groups.

located and supported by the Clemson
Institute for Economic and Community

and share differing perspectives Development in Columbia.
on issues facing our state now and To download an application, go to:
in the future. Topics covered include: www.LeadershipSouthCarolina.net or call
South Carolina’s legislative structure, Leadership SC (803) 788-7066 ext 35.
education, poverty, job creation, the Leadership SC recently held its Social
economy, healthcare, work force Issues and Health session in Greenwood,
development, natural resources and SC, where they visited Benjamin Mays'
the environment - all subjects that key boyhood home, Self Regional Healthcare,
policy makers and business leaders SC Genetic Center and explored issues
will address in the coming year. such as poverty and health disparity.

Leadership South Carolina is

comments. “Saluda County’s major industry is
agriculture and those who visited saw this. Direct
communication and projection is important.”

Ridge Spring Mayor, Pat Asbill, noted that
the town was featured in the advertising of the
event allowing others to know that there were
facilities to use and that Ridge Spring existed.

Ridge Spring entrepreneur, Harriet Householder
commented that, “the local merchants were not
directly benefiting from the event but putting
Ridge Spring on the map and letting all know what
we had to offer was direct communication. There
were brochures and leaflets letting all know about
our town. Several visitors did stop on the way
out of town, too. Hopefully they will be back.”
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"FOOD: THE OPERA"IN
RICHLAND DISTRICT 1

STAN PERRY

Richland School District One’s
Satchel Ford Elementary School is an ABC
or Arts in Basic Curriculum School, as
designated by the SC Arts Commission.
However, if you take a closer look at the
production efforts of last school year’s
second graders, you could argue that the
“A”in ABC also stands for agriculture.

Earning the designation of an ABC
school is achieved through the ABC
Advancement grant program. The
purpose is to support schools, school
districts, or Gifted & Talented Consortia
committed to implementing standards-
based arts curricula and to making the arts
an integral part of the basic curriculum
and daily classroom instruction. Satchel
Ford was first recognized in 2004 and has
continually met the certification criteria
to maintain this elite designation.

During the 2008-09 school year, Mr.
Nicholas Smith, former conductor of the
SC Philharmonic, served as an Artist in

Residence for Satchel Ford. The goal for this
program was to assist the second graders in

creating an original opera about food. The
students wrote choral poems and helped
develop the opera’s lyrics which were
adapted to familiar selections by George F.
Handel. Dances were created to interpret
various food related topics. Costumes
were designed to support the theme of
the opera. Effective staging, movement,
percussive accompaniment and lighting
were infused in finalizing the production.
Overall responsibility for the production
fell to the Satchel Ford ABC arts faculty
comprised of Mrs. Barber-Brown (Dance),

Mrs. P. Derrick (Visual Art), Mrs. Perry (Music)

and Ms. Yelverton (Drama). The world

premiere of “FOOD: The Opera”was held on
April 21, 2009 under the baton of Mr. Smith,

accompanied by Mrs. Perry on piano and

the Satchel Ford fifth grade strings class.
“FOOD: the Opera”was an immense
success. Audience favorites included such
selections as The Organic Farmers’Song
and The Unusual Food Song, which touted
some of the stranger foods consumed
around the world. In addition to the
opera’s critical acclaim the production

Gabriela Wood (L) Eliza Salley (R)

also helped to raise social awareness
by partnering with Harvest Hope Food
Bank and Heifer International. You can
learn more about Satchel Ford Elementary
and their ABC program by visiting http://
satchelford.richlandone.org.

Karen Woolsey (L) Receives her
award from Board Member Katy Watkins
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The South Carolina Association
of Volunteer Administration held its
annual training conference at Myrtle
Beach in January. SCAVA is a non-profit
organization that provides opportunities
and professional development to
individuals with an interest in the
field of volunteerism. Membership
is comprised of individuals that wish
to learn more about volunteerism,
develop new skills, or shape the future
of volunteerism in South Carolina. The
mission of the South Carolina Association
is to inspire, educate and support the
leaders in the profession of Volunteer
Administration. www.scava.org

The featured speaker at this year’s
conference was Susan Ellis, the founder
of Energize Inc., a training consulting
and publishing firm that specializes
in volunteerism. Susan founded
the Philadelphia-based company in
1977 and since that time has assisted
clients throughout the world. Her
keynote address was “The Economy
and Volunteering: What is the Effect of
Crisis?” Susan provided an historical
perspective on volunteering in hard
times and highlighted strategies to help
redirect concerns into productive action.

Sixty five volunteer professionals and
facilitators attended the two day event.
Seminar sessions included The New Face
of Volunteers, How to Tackle Funding
Sources, Utilizing Volunteer Resources
to Bridge Community Gaps and Legal
Issues. The event wrapped up on Friday
with an awards and recognition luncheon.
During the conference our own Karen
Woolsey, of the Clemson Institute for
Economic and Community Development,
was recognized for outstanding service.

The SC Community Development Collaborative is made up of
organizations interested in effective community development
practices in South Carolina. It is facilitated by Clemson’s Institute
for Economic and Community Development.

Walter E. Harris
(803) 699-3188
walterh@clemson.edu
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