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All attendees will be muted.
If you have a question
please use the chat feature —
and we will respond in real
time or at the end.

We will share the recording

and this slide show link at

the end to share with your
colleagues.



Webinar Agenda

We will cover three different support programs today. All of them can help
you grow your urban forests and improve their care.

1) Technical Support (e.g. canopy maps, models of tree benefits) or Direct
Grants (e.g. urban forest management plans, tree inventories)

2) Trees4SC (support for a comprehensive multi-year grant to plan and
plant the urban forests with your communities){

3) Food Forests (grant to establish community food from trees)

ltems 2 and 3 are new this year! You will be able to ask questions online
during the webinar or aloud during the Q&A portion.



Welcome from the South Carolina Forestry Commission!

« The mission of the SCFC is to protect,
promote, enhance, and nurture the
forest lands of South Carolina in a
manner consistent with achieving the
greatest good for its citizens.

« Responsibilities extend to all forest
lands, both rural and urban, and to all
associated forest values and amenities
including, but not limited to, timber,
wildlife, water quality, air quality, soil
protection, recreation, and aesthetics.



SCFC Regions

» The South Carolina Forestry Commission divides the state into
three geographical regions: Pee Dee, Piedmont, and Coastal. Each
region Is comprised of two units.



Your SCFC Team

Russell Hubright

Chief, Forest Management
Section

5500 Broad River Rd.,
Columbia, SC 29212

Telephone: (803) 896-8823
rhubright(@scfc.gov



mailto:rhubright@scfc.gov

Your SCFC Team

Frances Waite
Urban Forestry Coordinator

(Statewide responsibilities.

Provides direct assistance to
Richland and Lexington, Counties)

Telephone: (803) 896-8364
fwaite@scfc.gov



mailto:fwaite@scfc.gov

Your SCFC Team

Dena Whitesides
Piedmont Region Urban Forester

(serving Abbeville, Anderson,
Cherokee, Chester, Edgefield,
Fairfield, Greenville, Greenwood,
Laurens, McCormick, Newberry,
Oconee, Pickens, Saluda,
Spartanburg, Union, and York
Counties)

Telephone: (803) 276-0205

dwhitesides(@scfc.gov



mailto:dwhitesides@scfc.gov

Your SCFC Team

Ann Huyler

Pee Dee Region Urban Forestry
Specialist

(serving Chesterfield, Clarendon,
Darlington, Dillon, Florence,
Georgetown, Horry, Kershaw,
Lancaster, Lee, Marion, Marlboro,
Sumter, and Williamsburg
Counties)

Telephone: (864) 910-0139

ahuyler@scfc.gov



mailto:ahuyler@scfc.gov

Your SCFC Team

Cara Specht
Coastal Region Urban Forester

(serving Aiken, Allendale,
Bamberg, Barnwell, Beaufort,
Berkeley, Calhoun, Charleston,
Colleton, Dorchester, Hampton,
Jasper, and Orangeburg
Counties)

Telephone: (839) 201-2722

cspecht(@scfc.gov



mailto:cspecht@scfc.gov

Your SCFC Team

Lowe Sharpe
Urban Staff Forester

(Tree City USA and grant
support)

Telephone: (803) 497-5833

Isharpe(@scfc.gov


mailto:lsharpe@scfc.gov

The Green Infrastructure Center

The Green Infrastructure Center (GIC) is
the technical service provider for this
project through a Cooperative
Agreement with SCFC. GIC is a
nonprofit organization that helps
communities evaluate green assets
and manage them to maximize
ecology, economy and culture.



SCFC and the Urban and Community Forestry Program

e Through the Urban and Community Forestry Program, SCFC
provides financial assistance for urban and community forestry
projects to local governments and organized groups living and
working within established developing and populated areas.

* Program Authority - Federal support to the South Carolina Urban
and Community Forestry Program is authorized by the Cooperative
Forestry Assistance Act of 1978 (P.L. 95-313) as amended. The
program operates as a cooperative partnership between SCFC and
USDA Forest Service, Southern Region.

« As this is a federally-funded program, all program statutes and
applicable federal administrative requirements apply to SCFC
subrecipients.



Interested in getting help for your community...

* To be more shaded and cooler?
« Better prepared for storms?

 Planting trees more strategically for cooler, cleaner
neighborhoods?

 Creating realistic goals and budgets?
« Becoming more resilient to climate change?
« Creating more equitable and healthy communities?

Take the self-assessment survey by December 15 to see how
best to get help for your community!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SCTreeGrants_Support



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SCTreeGrants_Support

Options for Funding

1) Green Infrastructure Center (GIC )Technical Assistance - technical assistance
to the community at no cost to the community (services performed through a
cooperative agreement between SCFC and GIC).

Support may include a full multi-year project including tree planting if
Trees4SC (assistance through the Inflation Reduction Act) is requested.

2) GIC assistance plus direct financial support - work provided by GIC is paid
directly to GIC from SCFC and direct funding is provided by SCFC to communities
through a cost-reimbursement cooperative agreement.

3) Direct financial support only through SCFC- based on prior assessments
and/or previous technical assistance.



Two-part process

Part I: Complete the Self-Assessment Tool (through online survey completed by 12/15/2023)

This survey tool lets us know the status of your program and helps you discover technical
support that your locality may need.

— Takes about 20 minutes to complete

— Accessibility option available to complete survey (contact Frances Waite
fwaite@scfc.gov)

- Staff will review your responses and contact you for additional consultation, if necessary

- Your agency may be offered technical assistance through SCFC and Green Infrastructure
Center (GIC) at no additional cost to your community.

Part ll: Invitation to apply for funding

After review of the Self-Assessment Tool, your agency may be invited to apply for a
cooperative subaward agreement. This determination will be made after review of the Self-
Assessment Tool and after consultation with your agency.

For example, you find you need a new canopy map, and you want to work on a management
plan. You may be offered free technical support for the map and (based on the results of the
Self-Assessment Tool review) you may be offered funding to hire a management plan
consultant.


mailto:fwaite@scfc.gov

5things to have on hand before taking the self
assessment tool survey...

Have this information ready before you begin the survey...*
1) Does your locality have a digital tree canopy coverage map/data? If so, when was it created?
2) Does your city have a tree inventory? When was it collected and for which areas?

3) Does your city have an urban forest management plan or forest master plan? How old is the
plan (years)?

4) Does your city have a storm mitigation plan? How old is the plan (what year was it created)?
5) Does your city employ an arborist? If not, that's okay too.

6) Does your city or town include disadvantaged communities? This is determined though a
simple on-line tool created to use with federal grants in determining who is served by grants
awarded for technical support. For one of the support options, Trees4SC! this can result in extra
points.

*Technical assistance grants are being provided to help your community answer “yes” to items
1-5 in the future!



https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/



The survey should only take
20 minutes to fill out.

https://www.surveymonkey.com
/r/SCTreeGrants_Support

The person filling it out
should be authorized to
complete it for their
community to receive
technical support, a grant or
other assistance.

At the end, determine what
you most need support for
based on how you answered
guestions in the tool!


https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SCTreeGrants_Support

Direct Project Funding Requests

After your agency has completed the
Self-Assessment Tool and consultation
process, you may be invited to submit
a full application for project funding.
Your agency will need to consider the
following when planning your project

« Matching Funds*
e Indirect Costs

* Ineligible Costs (program or
matching funds)

*If applying and qualifying for Trees4SC
comprehensive support there are no
matching funds.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA



http://www.picpedia.org/highway-signs/a/application.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

Support Available through SCFC and GIC

Some items are direct technical support and others are a cash grant to hire consultants to conduct work.

« Canopy Mapping: Canopy maps and plantable area maps including help for
canopy goal setting.

« Ecosystem Benefits Modeling: Calculate tree canopy benefits from canopy
such as air quality and carbon sequestration, shade and heat benefits or
stormwater uptake. Can also help message benefits.

 Tree Inventories: A field-based assessment of tree location, size, species,
condition and needs.

- Tree Planting Plans/Urban Forest Master Plans: Use recent canopy maps
and plantable area maps to determine where and how to plant trees where
they are most needed. Includes Tree Tracking and Budgeting.



Support Available through SCFC and GIC (cont.)

« Urban Forest Management Plans: A detailed plan for how to care for the
urban forest including staffing, equipment, planting and tree care and steps
to achieve goals, for example, a canopy goal.

« Emergency Forest/Storm Planning: Planning for how to prepare the urban
forest for storms, pre-contracting for debris removal and clean-up and
recovery plans and urban waste wood re-use.

 Tree Risk Assessment: Prepare for and reduce prevalence of risk-prone trees,
flag trees or limbs for removal or further monitoring.



Technical Support Available

Many communities need help with tree
canopy mapping, planning, and
management. 7his support will be
provided based on needs identified in
the Self-Assessment Tool,

First, we will determine what (if any)
support you need. The Self-
Assessment Tool (online fillable form)
will show how we can best assist you.
After the review and any necessary
consultation, we will contact you to
discuss options and next steps (for
example, technical assistance only, or
technical assistance and full
application submission).



Matching Funds for Direct Project Funding Requests

« Communities must provide twenty percent of the funded project total in
matching funds (for example, if a project total is $20,000, SCFC will
provide $16,000, and the community must provide $4,000).

« Match may be in the form of cash (such as staff time) or in-kind
contributions (from 3rd party donation of goods and services).

e All contributions must come from non-Federal sources.

« Matching funds for this project may not be used as a match for any
other Federal cost-share project.

« All matching funds must be specifically related to the proposed project.

« Documentation of all matching support must be maintained and
submitted with reimbursement.



Indirect Costs

Indirect costs are eligible for
reimbursement under the program.
The indirect cost rate may be a rate
negotiated and approved by the
subrecipient’s cognizant Federal
agency for indirect costs.

If your community does not have a
Federal indirect cost rate, SCFC may
negotiate an indirect cost rate with
your agency that complies with 2 CFR
Part 200, Subpart E.

You may elect to use the 10% de
minimis indirect cost rate described at
2 CFR 200.414(f) if your agency is

eligible.

This Photo by Unknown Author

is licensed under CC BY-SA


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overhead_(business)
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

Ineligible Costs for Reimbursement or Match

o Expenses incurred before or after the
agreement period

e Any expense not part of an approved budget

e Food, drinks and refreshments for meetings,
volunteers, etc. (cannot count as match)

o Costs associated with preparing the
application

e Salaries of current staff, although they may
qualify as match if they are working on direct
project activities - SCFC will evaluate this
match on a case-by-case basis

e General overhead and administration charges

e [Expenses not supported by proper
documentation (such as paid receipts,
invoices, etc.)

e Shrubs, flowers or groundcovers, although
they may qualify as match, if approved

e (Costs associated with regular and persistent
tree maintenance

e Purchase of construction and landscape
supplies/equipment

e Purchase of computers



Technical
Assistance

projects in 2023. ravelers Reg greenitle Co.

Clemson* *Simpsonville York Co.

Westminster Andersi'n Co. * Hartsville
Newberry *Lexmgton Co.

é;yce *Sumter N. M&r'tle Beach

*
Awendaw
Bowman
*



Project highlights from 2023

« Canopy maps, canopy goals and
strategies developed (or in progress)
for 14 communities across the state.

» Workshops held or upcoming to
review data, discuss challenges and
identify community led initiatives and
solutions.

« Urban tree canopy assessment mini-
reports created (or in progress).



Example Tech Support: Tree canopy mapping

A community can
create maps for
where there is
existing canopy
cover and where
there is room to
plant more trees.

These data inform
forest management
plans, setting and
meeting canopy
cover goals or
calculating benefits
such as air quality,
stormwater uptake
or urban cooling!



Example: Urban Forest
Management Plans

You can use our free
technical support to
create data for your plan
and may receive funding
to hire a consultant with
to develop the plan.

Graphic credit: GIC



Example: Tree Risk
Assessment

Tree risk assessment is important
to identify risk-prone trees,
identifying areas for tree removal,
pruning, or further monitoring to
mitigate risk.

You can use our free technical
support to determine locations
and prioritize areas. You may then
be invited to apply for funding for
the risk assessment project.



Example: Tree Inventory

Knowing the species, health and
condition of your trees is key to
better management. Inventories can
be very expensive so select areas that
are of particular importance such as
park trees, trees along public
pathways or around a public plaza or
town hall.

You can use our free technical
support to help you determine
locations and prioritize your
iInventory based on your management
plan and use approved funding to
conduct the Tree Inventory project.



Example: Forest Storm
Mitigation/Emergency
Plans - is your
community ready?

Storms will continue...is your urban forest
ready? Many emergency plans for
communities do not even mention trees.

Do you have data on at-risk trees, pre-
contracts for cleanup, clear procedures
for storm recovery and reimbursement for
trees? Where do downed trees go - could
they be re-used as mulch, lumber or
furniture?

You can use our free technical support to
create data for your plan and hire a
consultant with approved funding to
develop the mitigation plan.



Make your community more equitable ...
Urban Heat Island Mapping and Social Equity

O 0,0

Determine the hottest places and make plans to regreen them. Are lower income areas less treed?



Create an Urban Forest Master Plan

Use the data to create a strategy
for where to plant! We can get to
the total # of trees by size and
location!

Example for Greenville SC:
« Potential Planting Spots (PPS)

 Total number of potential trees =
105,468

» Large trees (40 ft diameter crown at
20 years maturity) = 43,736

o Small trees (20 ft diameter crown at
20 years maturity) = 61,732



New this year - Trees4SC!

e This year, we are offering comprehensive assistance for
communities who qualify as “disadvantaged” using the
climate justice and environmental screening tool referenced
earlier.

e Thanks to funds from the USDA Forest Service Inflation
Reduction Act, we can now offer support for a full-service
urban forest planning and planting program. The team from
GIC can work with your city or town to:

v"Map urban tree canopy,
v’ Determine a planting plan (master plan),
v" Assist in planting and caring for trees,

v Engage the community in local projects at the neighborhood scale
such as redesigning a’city park, créating new parks from vacant or
underutilized lands,

v Build community support for on-going tree care and stewardship!



Project examples

Land cover and Potential Planting Area (PPA) data & maps were generated for each community.

Ex: Land cover Ex: Potential Planting Areas (PPA)



Project highlights

Canopy was analyzed in various ways to inform goals and strategies in each community.

Ex: Streets Ex: Parcels



Example Application:
Social Equity

Urban Heat Island Mapping and
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The City of Rock Hill used this data to
develop a tree equity strategy. They applied
for technical support for canopy mapping
and modeling.

The city prioritized outreach and engagement
efforts along with focus on tree giveaways in
under resourced neighborhoods.



Trees4SC - Comprehensive Support from USFS Funds

For those communities who request and are awarded comprehensive support, you will
receive this support directly from the Green Infrastructure Center Inc. under their USFS
and SC Forestry Commission grant to support disadvantaged communities. This project
has a longer timeline than the basic technical assistance grant and is all-inclusive. It
runs 2-3 years per community. Communities who apply and are not selected this year
have the chance to apply again in 2024. GIC will work with selected communities to:

Review city tree policies and codes and help improve them.

Map the entire city land cover including tree canopy and open plantable spaces

Model ecosystem benefits for clean air, reducing heat impacts, mitigating stormwater
runoff and pollution and fostering access to healthy green spaces.

Train communities to plant trees and care for them to grow the urban forest.

Note: This project is available for disadvantaged urban communities according to the
Climate Justice Screening Tool (CJEST). The entire jurisdiction will be mapped, but tree
planting and workshops will occur in the disadvantaged neighborhoods.



If Requesting Trees4SC support, we will apply the following
points to evaluate your application (in addition to your needs):

Evaluation depends on what type of support you are requesting. All relevant survey questions must be
answered. Total possible points - 23.

If requesting Trees4SC! Support - a multi-year program to address tree policies, map
canopy, set goals and plant trees with disadvantaged communities, communities
containing disadvantaged communities are required. 5 points are awarded for 25%
disadvantaged communities, 10 points for 50% disadvantaged communities and 15 points
for 75% or greater disadvantaged communities based on the map:
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/  /otal Points Possible: 15

Partners: If you have already identified partners you plan to work with (and they have
agreed) you will receive an additional 3 points. Examples of partners include local
universities or schools, civic groups, tree boards and others.

Jotal Points Possible: 3

Results: However, you receive 1-5 points for articulating how you plan to use the results of
the assistance for real community needs (e.g. we plan to use the canopy map to update
our comprehensive plan or to set a canopy goal.).

lotal Points Possible: 5


https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/

Tree City USA - We encourage all cities and
towns to join!

e Hundreds of towns and cities across America are achieving public
attention and national recognition from the Arbor Day
Foundation as a Tree City USA.

« Communities of any population can qualify

 Tree City USA recognition contributes to community pride and
serves as a blueprint for planting and maintaining your
community's trees, and connects Tree City USA communities and
resources.

* The Arbor Day Foundation presents a beautiful walnut-mounted
plaque, a large Tree City USA flag, and special highway signs for
community entrances to each Tree City USA.


http://www.arborday.org/index.cfm
http://www.arborday.org/programs/treeCityUSA.cfm

Tree City USA Standards

1. Tree Board or Department
2. Tree Care Ordinance

3. Community Forestry Program
With Annual Budget of at Least
$2 Per Capita

4. Arbor Da?/ Observance
and Proclamation

Contact us for more information on the
Tree City USA program

Arbor Day Foundation-



SOUTH CAROLINA

By the numbers

* 41 Tree City USA
communities

e 23.91% of the state lives
in a Tree City USA community

Arbor Day Foundation’







FYl: we have
guidance for

SC Cities,
Counties and

Towns! Get the
free guide

(print copies also available)

http://trees.sc.gov/pubs/urbanplannerstoolkit.pdf



For additional information about this program or if you are unable to complete
the online form and need a paper application, contact:

Frances Waite
Urban Forestry Program Coordinator
South Carolina Forestry Commission
5500 Broad River Road
Columbia, SC 29212
E-mail: fwaite@scfc.gov
Office Phone: (803) 896-8864

Remember the deadline to complete the online survey is December 15, 2023.



October 23, 2023

South Carolina Forestry Commission

Notice of Competitive Funding Opportunity (NOFO)
Food Forests



Eligible Projects for Food Forest Funding

Opportunity

e The Urban and Community Forestry program aims

to create a network of food forests in urban
environments.

Food forests are edible landscapes arranged in a
way that mimics a healthy natural forest
ecosystem, which is arranged in layers - Canopy
Tree Layer, Low Tree Layer, Shrub Layer,
Herbaceous Layer, Soil Surface Layer, and Root
Layer. These layers allow food forests to be well
suited to urban environments because more life
can be sustained in a condensed area, while each
layer fulfills complex needs.

In the NOFO, we take a closer look at the
functions of food forest layers to provide
background guidance for your project. This is
guidance ONLY - your project may look different.



Eligible Applicants and Projects

e SCFC funds may be awarded
to any unit of local or state
government, public
educational institutions, IRS-
approved non-profit 501(c)(3)
organizations and other tax-
exempt organizations.




Mulberry Food Forest — Charleston Parks Conservancy



Available Funds

SCFC has approximately $200,000 available
to fund eligible projects.

Projects will be awarded through subaward
grant agreements.

SCFC is encouraging substantive projects.

Requests for assistance will be considered
for projects requesting a minimum of
$15,000 in Federal funds. There is no upper
limit on funding requests.

SCFC will fund projects based on the
criteria in this announcement. We may fund
one or multiple projects until funding is
exhausted.



Matching Contributions

« SCFC requires a twenty percent (20%) match from participating
communities from non-federal funds.

« Match may be in the form of cash purchase or in-kind
contributions, and all such contributions must come from non-

federal sources.

« Matching funds for this project may not be used as a match for
any other federal cost-share project. All matching funds must be
specifically related to the proposed project. All projects must
adhere to the requirements of 2 CFR 200.306



Matching Contributions

e Documentation of all matching support must be maintained and
submitted with reimbursement (more information on matching
contributions may be found in the NOFO).

— Cash Purchases are direct, out-of-pocket expenditures for eligible project
activities that are supported by paid invoices, cancelled checks, signed receipts
or official payroll records. Cash match must be associated with a specific project
budget cost.

- In-Kind Contributions are third party donations of services, supplies or
equipment, including the value of time (including fringe benefits) and equipment
spent by volunteers on eligible project activities. Rates for volunteers performing
tasks the same as their normal line of work are calculated at their current job
rate. Assistance provided by federal employees or South Carolina Forestry
Commission employees may not be claimed as part of the organization’s match.



Ineligible Expenses for Reimbursement or Match

 All costs and activities funded under this program must be allowable,
allocable, reasonable, and necessary as guided by 2 CFR 200, Subpart

E. SCFC will make the final determination on the allowability of all costs
iIncluded in your budget.

« Unallowable costs for this program include, but are not limited to:
- Expenses incurred before or after the agreement period.
- Any expense that is not part of an approved budget.

- Food, drinks, and refreshments for meetings, volunteers, etc. (also cannot count
as match).

- Costs associated with preparing the application.

— Salaries of current staff, although they may qualify as a match if they are working
on direct project activities

— SCFC will evaluate this match on a case-by-case basis.

- Expenses not supported by proper documentation (such as paid receipts,
invoices, etc.).

— Purchase of computers.



Program Income

e Program income is allowable. Program income from agreement-
supported activities must be included in the budget and applied
to ac):hievement of the project (i.e., spent to support a budget
cost).

 In cases where a program income is realized from an agreement-
supported activity, subrecipients must report to SCFC the amount
of program income and apply it directly to the SCFC-funded
project, reducing the overall amount, or toward another SCFC-
eligible activity. Should this situation occur, contact the
administrator to discuss options.

 Please consult 2 CFR 200.307 for further guidance on program
Income.



Timeline

e SCFC subrecipients will be given 12 months to complete their
project.

« Approved projects may begin only after agreement forms are
signed and submitted by the subrecipient and a fully executed
agreement is returned to the subrecipient by SCFC.



Timeline — Application Deadline

» Proposals must be received at SCFC'’s office, 5500 Broad River
Road, Columbia, SC, 29212, by 5:00 P.M on Friday, December 8,
2023, or via email to fwaite@scfc.gov .

« Approximate Notification Date - February 5, 2024. All applicants
will be formally notified of the outcome of their application.
Following notification, agreements will be developed and sent to
those organizations selected for funding. Agreements are to be
signed and returned within 20 days.



Timeline - Project Commencement and Ending

* Project Commencement - March 2024 (approximate. Agreement Period
scheduled to begin. Reporting Schedule. Reports cover agreement
activities from the beginning of subrecipient award period through

project completion.

— 1st Quarter (10/1-12/31, due 1/30)
— 2nd Quarter (1/30-3/31, due 4/30)
— 3rd Quarter (4/1-6/30, due 7/30)

— 4th Quarter (7/1-9/30, due 10/30)

« End Project - all projects will have an end date no later than
9/30/2025. The period of performance ends at the date specified in
the agreement. No further work can be carried out on the project unless
a time extension has been approved. Submissions of the Fina
Accomplishment Report and the Final Request for Reimbursement are
due within 30 days of the agreement end date, or approved time
extension deadline.



Application Requirements and
Application Review Information

* Project applications must have
clearly stated goals, realistic
budgets, well-planned
scheduling that utilizes
volunteers, localT[Jartnerships,
and promotion of development
for local food forest projects
and programs.

« SCFC funding will support
innovative initiatives that would
not occur without SCFC funds.
It is not intended to substitute
for current funding levels.




Application Requirements and
Application Review Information

 When you are developing your
roject narrative, budget, and
udget narrative, please be
sure to present accurate,
realistic estimates for
personnel time and effort, and
other budget line items.

 This is not meant for you to be
conservative in your estimates,
but for you to review your
request for inclusion of
sufficient resource allocations
for yourfproject to be
successful.




Applications narratives must include a project
plan that considers the following:

o If plants require pesticides, plan for application by a licensed applicator.

« A design that meets the needs of the population it is planning to serve,
iIncluding details on how the produce will be distributed and how the
resource will be made available to the community.

« Detailed plan for ongoing care and maintenance, including who will be
responsible and how it will be funded after the funding period of
performance.

 Details on availability of adequate and suitable storage for the produce.

« Plan for education and outreach, including educational programs,
workshops, and other efforts to promote food forest awareness and
utilization.



« Applicants may wish to utilize the information and services
available at Clemson Cooperative Extension when developing the
application: https://hgic.clemson.edu/category/tree-fruits/

SIHome & Barden
IB[®information Center



https://hgic.clemson.edu/category/tree-fruits/

Evaluation Criteria for Applicants

e Funds will be allocated on a competitive basis, usinfg the points
system described in the notice of funding. Proposals will be
evaluated by a panel of SCFC and industry professionals.

 Proposals with the highest mean scores will be recommended for
awards until funding 1s exhausted. Applications must reach an
average score of 60 points to be considered fundable.

« SCFC may ask for clarification from the applicant and negotiate
the scope or budget before offering the applicant an award.

« SCFC may fund applications based on geographic area to
distribute funding around the state.

e Fundable applications may be pulled out of rank scoring order to
achieve statewide distribution of funding.



Proposal Format

e The proposal includes 4 parts:
1. Application Form
2. Budget Proposal
3. Project Schedule
4. Proposal Narrative
plus any additional supplements required.

All proposals and copies should minimize or eliminate use of non-recyclable
or nonreusable materials such as plastic report covers, plastic dividers, vinyl
sleeves, and GBC binding. Binder clips, paper clips, and staples are
acceptable. Applications may also be sent via email to fwaite@scfc.gov . Email
submission is encouraged. This Notice of Funding Opportunity, the Application
Form, and the Grant Budget Worksheet form are available on the SCFC website
at https://www.scfc.gov/management/urbanforestry/urban-forestry-grants/.



mailto:fwaite@scfc.gov
https://www.scfc.gov/management/urbanforestry/urban-forestry-grants/

Administrative Matters -
Subaward Agreement Requirements

» The awards are made with funding from SCFC’s agreement with
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) under the Cooperative
Forestry Assistance Act of 1978 (P.L. 95-313) as amended.

e Subrecipients must compl{Jwith all applicable state and federal
regulations, including the Uniform Administrative Requirements,
Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards - 2

CFR 200.

» Project records must: (1) comply with generally accepted
accounting principles; (2) document allowable costs; (3) be
supported by source documentation such as canceled checks,
paid bills, payrolls, time and attendance records, general ledgers,
project ledgers, and contracts; and be maintained for 3 years
following the end of the agreement period.




Administrative Matters

« Unique Entity Identifier Requirement and SAM.gov Registration - All
subrecipients are required to have a Unique Entity Identifier number to
receive SCFC funds. Information on registration and obtaining this
number can be obtained at https://www.sam.gov/SAM/.

« Payment Process - SCFC payments are made on a reimbursement
basis. Subrecipients must file a request for reimbursement; submit
documentation/records for all SCFC-funded expenditures, all cash and
all in-kind matches prior to payment, including salary and time reports.
The funds being requested for reimbursement must be accompanied an
equal match amount. Up to four reimbursements may be claimed
throughout the award period. SCFC will withhold payment until
adequate documentation has been submitted to support SCFC and
match expenditures.


https://www.sam.gov/SAM/

Contact Information and Submissions

 All questions must be submitted by Monday, November 20, 2023.
Answers to all questions submitted in writing will be published on
the SCFC website (https://www.scfc.gov/management/urban-
forestry/urban-forestry-grants/ ) by November 30, 2023. Any
amendments to the process or application timeline will also be
published by this date on the website.

o Visit our website to obtain copies of Notice of Funding
Opportunity document and appropriate forms:
https://www.scfc.gov/management/urban-forestry/urban-
forestry-grants/



https://www.scfc.gov/management/urban-forestry/urban-forestry-grants/
https://www.scfc.gov/management/urban-forestry/urban-forestry-grants/

Contact Information and Submissions

 All applications should be signed by the authorized representative
of the agency or organization applying. Applications may be
submitted electronically to fwaite(@scfc.gov . Electronic
submission is encouraged. Paper applications are also accepted.
Paper applications, one (1) original and five (5) copies of the
complete proposal package, must be sent to:

Urban and Community Forestry Program South Carolina Forestry Commission
5500 Broad River Road
Columbia, SC 29212

APPLICATION DEADLINE 5:00 pm, December 8, 2023


mailto:fwaite@scfc.gov

» The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits
discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability,
political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs). Persons with
disabilities who require alternate means of communication of

program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

« To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office
of Civil Rights, Room 326-A, Whitten Building, 14th and
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250- 9410 or call

(202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.



Contact Information and Submissions

For additional information about this program, contact:

Frances Waite Urban Forestry Program Coordinator
South Carolina Forestry Commission

5500 Broad River Road

Columbia, SC 29212

E-mail: fwaite(@scfc.gov

Office Phone: 803-896-8864



mailto:fwaite@scfc.gov

Reminders! Deadlines

Technical Support or Trees4SC Comprehensive Urban
Forest Program

Apply by 12/15/2023 Take the survey online to apply for this!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SCTreeGrants_Support

Food Forest

Apply by 12/8/2023  Opportunity document and appropriate forms:
https://www.scfc.gov/management/urban-forestry/urban-forestry-grants/



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SCTreeGrants_Support
https://www.scfc.gov/management/urban-forestry/urban-forestry-grants/
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