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Labor Force
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United States

153,406,000
139,864,000
13,542,000

S.C.

2,151,640
1,939,200
212,440
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Unemployment Rate Under 10 Percent for

Unemployment Rate 8.8% 9.9%

First Time in Two Years

South Carolina’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate dropped to 9.9
percent in March, which is the lowest the state has achieved since its all
time high of 11.8 percent in 2009. Since December 2010, the rate has

declined one full percentage point, a drop of 1.6 percent from a year ago.

United States

$ 952.16
40.5
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S.C.

$ 706.00
41.8
$ 16.89

Manufacturing

Avg. Weekly Earnings
Avg. Weekly Hours
Avg. Hourly Wages

Along with this positive trend, the state has seen seven consecutive
months of increased employment. Estimates show approximately 18,126
more people are working in South Carolina compared to March of 2010.
This rapid improvement indicates South Carolina’s employment situation is
on the mend.
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Palmetto Workforce Connections
has beendevelopedto provide
workforce employment news.

Palmetto Workforce
Connections # s #& s

The labor force estimate for Marchis 2,151,639, showing a three-month
consecutive decline. As we continue to monitor this trend, we are cau-
tiously optimistic about continued increases in employment for the state.

Regional Changes in Unemployment Rates

Mar. 2011 Feb. 2011 Mar. 2010 % Change

% Change

Mew blog features Florida 11.1 11.5 -0.4 11.3 -0.2
up-to-the-minute information Georgia 10.0 10.2 -0.2 10.2 -0.2
CINOU: 258 Woria ool South Carolina 9.9 10.2 0.3 115 16
North Carolina 9.7 9.8 -0.1 11.3 -1.6

View the S.C. Employment Situation Tennessee 9.5 9.5 0.0 10.2 -0.7
Virginia 6.3 6.4 -0.1 7.1 -0.8

Insights is prepared in conjunction with the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. The current month’s
estimates are preliminary, while all previous data are subject to revision. All estimates are projected from a first quarter
2010 benchmark.
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Unemployment Rates by Workforce Investment Areas (WIAS)
March 2011

Upstate Catawba

Greenville

Santee-
Lynches Catawba WIA 13.3%
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Unemployment Rates by Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSAS)
March 2011
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Lowcountry WIA
Top 20 Employers

~

Beaufort Memorial Hospital
Bi-Lo, Inc.

Carecore National LLC
Colleton County

Colleton County School
District

County Of Beaufort
Cypress Club, Inc.
Department Of Defense
Hampton County School
District One

Hargray Communications
Group, Inc.

Jasper County School
District

Marine Corps Community
Services

Marriott Resorts Hosp Corp.
OS Restaurant Services, Inc.
Publix Super Markets, Inc.
Tenet Physician Services
Of Hilton Head

U.S. Postal Service
Wal-Mart Associates, Inc.
Walterboro Community
Hospital, Inc.

Source: QCEW 2009 data
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South Carolina Industry Direction

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) website in February alone, South
Carolina experienced the largest month-to-month percentage increase in jobs in the
nation followed by California, Delaware, Oregon and Rhode Island. The upward trend in
jobs continued into March with 15,700 jobs (not seasonally adjusted).The two main
areas of jobs improvement were in Leisure and Hospitality (10,000) and Retail Trade
(3,900).

South Carolina 12-Month Job Changes by Industry
March 2011

Of the state’s MSA's,
o ———

Myrtle Beach showed
the largest gains
(+5,300), followed by
Columbia (+2,700),
Charleston (+2,500), and
Greenville (+1,400).

Government
Leisure and Hospitality
Educational and Health Services

Professional and Business Services

Information L |
Trade, Transportation and Utilities
Manufacturing

Construction [ ]

Natural Resources and Mining

Over the year, the net
increase in job estimates
was 23,800. Employ-
ment Services (+12,000),
Leisure & Hospitality (+6,400), and Health Care & Social Assistance (+4,100) ac-
counted for the majority of these gains, while state and local governments have seen
job declines (-13,100). Slightly over a third of the decline (-4,700) has been associated
with Education Services at the state and local level.

Financial Activities ‘
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Transportation industry indicators for trucking activity, rail activity, and diesel fuel
consumption still bode well for movement of raw materials, work-in-process, and
finished goods to factories, retailers, and consumers. Nationally, retail sales activity
has increased for nine consecutive months.

March March Net

Industry 2011 2010 Change
Total Nonag. Employment 1,812,500 1,788,700 23,800
Natural Resources and Mining 4,100 4,000 100
Construction 75,900 78,200 -2,300
Manufacturing 209,800 206,200 3,600
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 345,800 340,500 5,300
Information 25,400 26,300 -900
Financial Activities 97,900 97,000 900
Professional and Business Services 223,100 204,600 18,500
Educational and Health Services 219,100 211,900 7,200
Leisure and Hospitality 206,500 200,100 6,400
Government 337,800 351,500 -13,700

A Positive Trend for Unemployment Initial Claims

S.C. Unemployment Insurance Initial Claims

The average initial claims in March 2010 through March 2011
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