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A Note From our Director

Happy New Year! We are excited about our
upcoming projects and the future of the State
Library in 2024. As the document depository for
state government, the State Library receives all
documents created by every state agency. Our
collection includes historic documents, books,
maps, and images, with our oldest item dating back
to the 1700’s. Our goal is to digitize our entire state
documents collection and make it available online
so that researchers, historians, and the public have
easy access to our collection. We also harvest
digital state publications regularly and add them to

the State Library’s State Documents Depository. The State Library’s Documents
Depository currently provides access to 51,627 state documents. These collections
were viewed 424,366 times last year.

Thanks to funding provided by the South Carolina State Legislature in FY23, the State
Library purchased a Zeutschel overhead scanner, a state of the art machine. The
Zeutschel scanner provides the State Library with the ability to digitize state documents
of all sizes, formats, and age, ensuring the state’s rich cultural heritage and documents
are both preserved and accessible.

The advanced technology of the Zeutschel's book cradle guarantees gentle handling of
bound materials, minimizing the risk of damage during the scanning process. This
feature is instrumental in preserving the integrity of valuable books and manuscripts.
This is essential for digitizing oversized items in the South Carolina collection, which
includes A Map of South Carolina, Constructed and Drawn from the District Surveys,
ordered by the Legislature: by John Wilson, late Civil & Military Engineer of South
Carolina, the 10th day of April 1822. The non-intrusive scanning process of the
Zeutschel scanner ensures the preservation of fragile and aging materials, which
extends the lifespan of our state documents collection. The Zeutschel scanner is
expected to provide significant benefits for the South Carolina State Library and the
community we serve.

https://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/event/9744945


The acquisition of the Zeutschel overhead scanner marks a significant milestone in the
State Library’s commitment to innovation, preservation, and access leading to
possibilities for engagement, research, and exploration of South Carolina's vibrant
history by a broad audience.

Check out our online state documents collection at: dc.statelibrary.sc.gov.
 
All the best,

Leesa M. Aiken
South Carolina State Library Director



SC Center for the Book Author Event: "Celebrating Gullah/Geeche
Legacy & Literacy" with Queen Quet, Chieftess of the Gullah/Geechee
Nation: 02/01/2024

Join us in "Celebrating Gullah/Geechee Legacy & Literacy" with Queen Quet, Chieftess
of the Gullah/Geechee Nation as she returns to the South Carolina State Library in
Columbia, SC to launch Black History Month.

Queen Quet will provide a histo-musical presentation to open a Gullah/Geechee
exhibition curated from De Gullah/Geechee Alkebulan Archive. Following the
presentation, Queen Quet will do a booksigning. Queen Quet has written children's
books, novels, and a series of Gullah/Geechee history books which she will share from.

Register Here

Solar Eclipse Activities for Libraries (SEAL)
Workshop: 02/09/2024

This workshop will prepare and empower public library
staff to facilitate meaningful solar and space science
programs for their patrons in all age groups that build
curiosity, knowledge and inspiration. Attendees will
receive hands-on training on operating solar telescopes
and other methods for direct and indirect solar viewing,
best practices for developing and facilitating STEM

https://www.queenquet.com/
https://www.queenquet.com/
https://www.queenquet.com/
https://www.queenquet.com/
https://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/event/11915474


programs, and how to engage with community partners
and library-specific digital resource networks.

Register Here

 

2024 Read-In!

We are three months away from the 2024
Read-In! This annual event, sponsored by
the South Carolina State Library, lets
students show why kids who read
succeed. The Read-In will take place on
the morning of April 11, 2024. Visit the link
below to register. We hope to see you at
the Read-In!

Register Here

Grants to States Spotlight Series

Wendy Coplen, Director of Finance and Grants,
was recently interviewed by the Institute of
Museum and Library Services (IMLS) through
their Grants to States Spotlight series which
explores the impact of federal funding for
libraries in states across the country.

See what Wendy had to say about South
Carolina here:

View Interview

https://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/event/11886519
https://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/south-carolinians/center-for-the-book/read-in
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnBAhRod-y4


Recent Additions to the South Carolina Collection
 

Kugels & Collards: Stories of food, family, and tradition in Jewish South Carolina
by Rachel Gordin Barnett 
Her way: The remarkable story of Hephzibah Jenkins Townsend by Rosalie Hall
Hunt
Covert to Overt: The under/overground art of Shepard Fairey by Simon Steinhardt
A history of the Glen family of South Carolina and Georgia by Joseph Gaston
Baillie Bulloch
Funky Little Flower Farm by Augustus Jenkins Farmer

Employee Spotlight

James Dunn is in his 1st year serving the
South Carolina State Library as the
agency Procurement Officer. Before
joining the State Library, James served for
4 years in the U.S. Army. He worked for
22 years at Andersen Windows and
Doors. He has worked at several state
agencies including the South Carolina
Department of Mental Health and the
South Carolina Youth Challenge
Academy. James says his love for books
and reading attracted him to work at the
State Library. When asked what he loves
most about working at the State Library,
James said he loves the friendliness of his
co-workers and the amazing teamwork!
Thanks, James, for all you do!

 

  
GRANT FUNDS FOR HISTORICAL SOUTH CAROLINA RECORDS



The National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC) awarded to
the SC State Historical Records Advisory Board (SC SHRAB) an $80,000 grant to
conduct a regrant project for South Carolina’s local governments, historical records
repositories (e.g. historical societies, colleges and universities, museums, public
libraries, churches) and professional organizations. 

The type of projects to be funded include:

-Access: Arrangement and Description
Identifying, organizing, and improving access to historical records.

-Preservation
Implementing solutions to the challenges of preserving records with permanent
historical value

-Program Enhancement
Activities to expand and/or strengthen programs in the state's historical records
repositories and local governments

-Archival Education and Training
Workshops, seminars, and other means of instruction and information on archives
practices and policies

Key Dates:

Virtual Information Sessions (attendance at one is required):

to explain the regrant opportunity, the application process, and answer questions

February 15, 2024 at 2:00pm
March 12, 2024 at 10:00am
April 10, 2024 at 2:00pm       

    
Letter of Intent due (required): April 17, 2024
Draft Proposal due (optional): May 17, 2024
Final Applications due: June 28, 2024

For Detailed Information Click Here

 
CONNECT WITH US!

@SCStateLibrary | #SCStateLibrary

 
          

 

https://scdah.sc.gov/shrab-regrant-program
https://www.facebook.com/southcarolinastatelibrary/
https://www.instagram.com/scstatelibrary/
https://twitter.com/scstatelibrary
http://www.youtube.com/scstatelibrary
http://www.linkedin.com/company/1025729
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