
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

Executive Office 

Columbia 

Number 7 

WHEREAS, the United States Congress, by the Coastal Zone Manage­

ment Act of 1972, finds that there is a national interest in the effective 

management, beneficial use, protection and development of the United 

States coastal zone, and 

WHEREAS, the United States Congress, by the Coastal Zone Manage­

ment Act of 1972, further finds that the key to more effective protection 

and use of the land and water resources of the coastal zone is to encourage 

states to exercise their full authority over the lands and waters in the 

coastal zone by assisting the states, in cooperation with Federal and local 

governments and other vitally affected interests, in deve loping land and 

water use programs for the coastal zone, including unified policies, criteria, 

standards, methods and processes for dealing with land and water use deci­

sions of more than local significance, and 

WHEREAS, the United States Congress, by the Coastal Zone Management 

Act of 1972, declared that it is the nati.onal policy to encourage cooperation 

among the various state and regional agencies including establishment of 

interstate and regi.onal agreements, cooperative procedures and joint acti.on 

particularly regardi.ng envi.ronmental problems, and 

WHEREAS, the United States Congress, by the Coastal Zone Manage­

ment Act of 1972, authorized the Secretary of Commerce to make annual 

grants to any coastal state for the purpose of assisting i.n the development 

of a management program for the land and water resources of its coastal 
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ann'"al grants to any coastai st,a,,,, for :rl€; adrninistration 

of the state's rnan2':.gement program if approved by hi m, and 

WHEREAS, the State of South Carolina does not have the separate 

coastal legislation required to carry out the full intent of the Federal law 

at this time, but does have supporting legislation giving two State agencies 

extensi ve responsibi li ties in the coastal Zone of the state, and 

WHEREAS, the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina through 

Act 61 of the Acts and Joint Resolutions of the General Assembly of 1967, 

designated the South Carolina Water Resources Commission as the State 

agency charged with formulating and establishing a comprehensive water 

resources policy for the State, including coordination of POlicies and 

activities among the State departments and agencies, and 

WHEREAS, Act 61 gave the South Carolina Water Resources Commission 

the authority to organize Federal, State and private interests as necessary 

to advise in developing water resource policies for recommendation to the 

Governor and the General Assembly, and 

WHEREAS, The South Carolina Water Resources Commission was 

assigned by the Honorable Robert E. McNair, Governor of the State of 

South Carolina, in Febrl:Jary 1968, the task of developing a comprehensive 

plan for the maximum beneficial use and management of the tidelands and 

coastal waters of South Carolina, and 

WHEREAS, the South Carolina Water Resources Commission was 

assigned by the Honorable Robert E. McNair, Governor of the State of 

South Carolina, on January 21, 1970, to conduct a comprehensive study 

of the environmental conditions as they exist in the coastal area of the 

State, and 



Division of Marine Resources, h,o.s primary Jurtsdiction over the living 

marine resources of the Coastal Zone of the State, and 

WHEREAS, the Marine Resources Center of the Wildlife and Marine 

Resources Department has been deSignated by the Honorable Robert E. 

McNair, Governor of the State of South Carolina, on November 18, 1970, 

as the South Carolina Coastal Zone Laboratory for Marine Research, and 

WHEREAS, I adopted on December 21, 1971, as official State policy 

the document entitled, A Proposed Plan of Marine Development for the 

State of South Carolina, authored by the Marine Resources DiViSion, and 

WHEREAS, I reaffirmed on December 21, 1971, the Marine Center at 

Fort Johnson, as the South Carolina Coastal Zone Laboratory for Marine 

Research and did designate the Marine Center, South Carolina Wildlife 

and Marine Resources Department, Marine Resources Division as the focal 

point for South Carolina's Sea Grant Program, and 

WHEREAS, on November 14, 1972, a Special Study Committee on Land 

Policy, chaired by Lt. Governor Earle E. Morris, Jr., was named to 

examine the State Government's roles and responsibilities with respect 

to the formulation and implementation of State land development policies 

and to recommend appropriate courses of action in response; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the State of South Carol ina to 

form a working organization that can immediately carry out the purposes and 

implement the provisions of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972. 

NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the powers c01ferred upon me by the 

Constitution and Laws of this State, I do hereby create the COASTAL ZONE 

PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT COUNCIL. 

The COUNCIL shall be co-chaired by the Executive Director of the 

Water Resources Commission and the Director of the Marine Resources 

Division with the advice and consent of the South Carolina Water Resources 
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institutions; the three coastal councils of government; and otr.er p,blic and 

private interests as are recommended by the Co-chairmen and approved by 

the Governor. In addition, the Co-chairmen may solicit the counsel and 

participation from time to time of such other public and private parties as 

the COUNCIL'S activities may require. All State Government agencies and 

institutions which have responsibilities and interests in coastal zone planning 

and management matters shall cooperate fully with and aSsist the COUNCIL 

in the exercise of the authorities and duties aSSigned herein. 

The COUNCIL shall formulate, recommend and administer a planning 

and management program deSigned to promote public health, safety and 

welfare in and the maximum beneficial use of the South Carolina coastal 

zone. [Prior to submission to the Governor for approval, any coastal 

zone plan or management program (or elements thereof) recommended 

by the COUNCIL shall have been concurred in by the Special Study Committee 

on Land Pol icy or its successor organization. ] 

The COUNCIL is hereby deSignated as the single State agency for the 

purposes of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972. Acting in this capa-

city, the COUNCIL is authorized to apply for, accept and expend financial 

assistance from public and priVate sources in support of activities undertaken 

pursuant to the Act and this Order. 

O. Frank Thornton 
Secretary of State 

Given under my hand and the 
Great Seal of the State of 
South Carolina at Columbia, 
South CarOlina, this 11th day 
of December, 1972. 

Jojil'h C. West 
&vernor of South CarOlina 
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