
 



 

The SC Rural Infrastructure Authority (RIA) was created to  

help close the gap in financial resources for  

infrastructure improvements statewide  

and lay the groundwork for economic opportunities.  

RIA programs and assistance are designed to meet one or more of the  

following objectives:  

¶ Increase community sustainability by helping to maintain reliable and  

affordable infrastructure.  

¶ Improve the quality of life by addressing public health, environmental and 

regulatory concerns.  

¶ Create opportunities for economic impact by building the infrastructure 

capacity to support economic development.  

 

Learn more by visiting ria.sc.gov.  



The òSC Rural Infrastructure Authority Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2018ó is submitted by the SC Rural  
Infrastructure Authority in compliance with the SC Rural Infrastructure Act (SC Code of Laws  
§11-50-160). Additionally, Act 119 of 2005 mandates that agencies provide all reports to the  

General Assembly in an electronic format.   

It is important to note that some totals may not add up due to rounding of numbers  
and cumulative totals reflect initial grant awards only.  
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Theodore Roosevel t 

once said, òDo what you 

can, with what you have, 

where you are.ó   

For more than five years, 

the RIA has been working 

with communities to fund 

solutions to infrastructure 

challenges statewide. 

RIA has developed a 

portfolio of financial and other resources  

designed to respond to these challenges 

and put communities in a position to  

succeed.  

Since 2013, the RIAõs Board of Directors  

has approved 251 grants totaling nearly  

$97 million and leveraged more than  

$337 million in additional water, sewer and 

storm drainage investment. Every county in 

the state has benefitted from these grants.   

Additionally, the State Revolving Funds (SRF) 

program, which became a part of the 

agencyõs offerings in 2015, is another great 

resource. In the past three years, the SRF 

program has closed nearly $350 million in 

loans for major water, wastewater and storm 

drainage improvements. With affordable  

interest rates and terms, demand for this  

program is at an all -time high.  

Infrastructure is expensive, and local  

resources are often scarce.  RIA is putting its 

resources to work by bridging financial gaps 

for local communities. Proving once again 

that when we pool our resources and work 

together, we can make things happen.  

 

 

Robert M. Hitt III  

Secretary, SC Department of Commerce  

Chairman, SC Rural Infrastructure Authority  

From day one, our board 

of directors has provided 

clear direction: òFind ways 

to help communities.ó  

With that mission, RIA staff 

have been focused on 

providing a high level of  

customer service, meeting 

communities where they 

are and trying to solve 

problems. RIA supports community projects 

with the greatest need and addresses  

infrastructure issues that have the potential to 

hinder quality of life and economic growth.  

We partner with multiple funding sources,  

whenever appropriate, in order to maximize 

the impact of projects and to leverage  

limited resources. Our goal is to find solutions 

to critical needs ð whether or not RIA  

resources are used to fund the project.  

A customer satisfaction survey was  

conducted in FY18 to assess the effectiveness 

of the grant program and services. The  

quality  of staff assistance and user -friendly 

program features received the highest 

marks. One survey respondent indicated, 

òThe services offered by RIA are right on  

target and a tremendous asset to assisting 

counties with infrastructure needs.ó   

With renewed commitment, our approach 

for the future is simple ð focus on finding  

solutions and improving communities 

statewide.  

 

 

 
Bonnie Ammons  

Executive Director,  

SC Rural Infrastructure Authority  

Creating water solutions.  

 Improving communities statewide.  
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$22.4M  

 grants awarded  

 

$143.7M   

SRF loans closed 

GRANTS 

 

¶ 51 projects  

¶ $67M  leveraged  
 

Customers Served  

¶ Residential: 

67,524 

¶ Businesses:  

4,261  

¶ Proposed Jobs: 

993 

¶ Planned Capital  

Investment: 

$266M  

 

LOANS 

 

¶ 17 SRF Loans 

¶ $115M  loan  

disbursements  

(most in program history)  

¶ $50M  loan  

repayments  

¶ 12% growth in 

loan balances

(highest since 2006)    

¶ $100M+ loans  

in back -to -back 

years  

(first time in 30 years)  

Did You Know?  

36 of the stateõs 46 

counties (78%)  

currently have at least 

one RIA grant or  

loan project.  
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GRANTS 

 
¶ 64% in distressed 

or least developed 

areas  

 

¶ Nearly a fourth 
(24%) supported  

economic  

development  

 

¶ 52% of grants  

addressed aging 

infrastructure  

SRF LOANS 

 
¶ 24% to first-time 

borrowers  

 

¶ Almost one half  
of loans serve  

populations 

<30,000 

 

¶ Average loan is 

$8M 

FY18 RIA Projects  

Grant projects located in statewide eligible areas must provide 

a 25% construction match on approved projects.  
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Basic Infrastructure program: assists communities in complying with environmental quality  

standards, protecting public health from other environmental concerns or improving the  

capacity of existing water, sewer and storm drainage infrastructure. Funds may also be used 

to address infrastructure that has exceeded its useful life and no longer provides quality  

service.   

Economic Infrastructure program: builds or enhances local water, sewer and storm drainage  

infrastructure to support economic development that will create and retain jobs, as well as 

boost opportunities for future economic impact. Reliable infrastructure benefits both new 

and existing businesses and puts communities in a position to attract additional investment 

that will contribute to long -term community sustainability.  

Competitive grants are offered to assist in the  

development of reliable water, sewer and storm  

drainage infrastructure statewide, as well as increase  

capacity for economic growth.  

Financial assistance is made available through two  

programs - Basic and Economic Infrastructure - during 

two competitive funding rounds annually. Applications 

are reviewed on a comparative basis with  

consideration of the relative need, feasibility and  

impact of each project. Funding decisions are made 

by the RIAõs Board of Directors. The RIA staff provides  

technical assistance to help communities apply for 

funding to address critical infrastructure needs.  

RIA funds must be used for project -related  

construction costs. Applicants are responsible for   

planning, engineering, permitting, acquisition, legal  

and other non -construction related costs. There is an  

additional match requirement for projects located  

in Tier I and II counties, as designated by the SC  

Department of Revenue.    

Eligible applicants are local governments, special  

purpose and public service districts or public works 

commissions. Not -for -profit water/sewer companies are 

not eligible as applicants but may be assisted with RIA 

funds if the local government being served by the  

project agrees to be the applicant.  


