PREFILES FOR 1999

EDUCATION AND PUBLIC WORKS

H.3025 CARELESS DRIVING Rep. Wilder
This bill amends the current statutory point system for the evaluation of a person's driving
record by adding a provision that careless driving (as defined by local ordinance) is a one
point violation.

H.3026 AMENDMENTS TO COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH
EDUCATION ACT Rep. Townsend

This bill amends the 1988 Comprehensive Health Education Act. The amendments include:
1) A provision that age-appropriate instruction in reproductive health may be included in
grade five with State Board of Education ("Board") approval. Current law allows such
instruction in kindergarten through fifth grade with Board approval. 2) A provision that
beginning with school year 2000-01 for grades nine through twelve, each student shall
receive one semester of instruction in comprehensive health education from a certified health
education instructor. Current law states that "each student shall receive instruction” and
includes no amount of time. Current law also does not require that the instruction must come
from a certified health education instructor. 3) A provision requiring a thirty day public review
of all materials recommended by the local advisory committee for use in the instruction of
comprehensive health prior to the local board's selection of the materials. No public review
is currently required. 4) A provision requiring the local advisory committee (a committee
currently appointed by the local school board to assist in the selection of components and
curriculum materials) to meet at least quarterly. Currently there is no meeting requirement.
Also, the bill requires that the local advisory committee approve all supplemental instructional
materials prior to their use in the classroom. No approval is required under current law.

H.3030 MAKEUP OF MISSED SCHOOL DAYS Rep. Allison
This bill allows local school boards to excuse up to three days missed because of snow or
other extreme weather conditions. Current law requires that days missed because of such
conditions must be made up.

H.3040 REQUIREMENTS TO OBTAIN A DRIVER'S LICENSE Rep. Littlejohn
This bill exempts from the requirements to obtain a driver's license a citizen of Germany or
Japan who is at least eighteen years old, who is employed in South Carolina, and who has a
valid driver's license issued by his nation. The bill provides that such a person may drive in
this state for four years. Currently, this section of law allows this exemption only for citizens
of France.

H.3041 SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES Rep. Kelley
This bill authorizes the Department of Public Safety to issue a special "South Carolina: First
in Golf" license plate. A portion of the revenue from the biennial $70 fee for the plates is to
be used by the S.C. Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism to provide grants to
promote the South Carolina Junior Golf Association.

H.3042 SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES Rep. Harvin
This bill eliminates the fee currently charged by the Department of Public Safety for special
license plates for recipients of the Purple Heart.

H.3043 CROWD/TRAFFIC CONTROL AT ATHLETIC EVENTS Rep. Kirsh



This bill provides that if a commissioned trooper is required to provide traffic, crowd, or
pedestrial control at an athletic event, the athletic department of the school, college or
university at which the event is held must reimburse the Department of Public Safety for the
cost of these services.

H.3082 ALTERNATIVE SCHOOLS Rep. Townsend
This bill requires that, beginning with school year 1999-2000, school districts shall establish,
maintain, and operate alternative school programs for certain students in grades 6-12 who
have been expelled from school or who have been referred to the school under
circumstances specified in the bill. The bill provides requirements and procedures which
local school boards must follow in the operation of these schools, and provides that funding
for the schools shall come from federal, state, and local funds that would be allocated to a
student's school if the student were attending the student's regularly assigned school, and
from additional General Assembly funding to be included in the Education Finance Act.

H.3087 GRANTING OF TENURE Rep. Witherspoon
This bill provides that beginning in the year 2006, no faculty member of a state-supported
institution of higher education in South Carolina shall be granted tenure unless: that person
has at least ten years of college or university teaching experience in the subject in which
they hold a faculty appointment; and that person has a documented record of teaching
excellence. The bill also provides that as of January 1, 2007, the total number of tenured
faculty at each state-supported institution of higher learning shall not be more than one-third
of the number of full-time faculty for the most recent five years of that institution, or one
faculty member for each one hundred full-time students of that institution's enroliment for the
most recent five years.

H.3096 SCHOOL DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS' SALARIES Rep. Altman
This bill prohibits (except under specified conditions) a school district superintendent from
receiving, for the performance or continuation of his duties, a salary supplement or other
consideration above two hundred dollars. The bill also provides penalties for violation.

H.3097 CENTER LINES ON HIGHWAYS Rep. Clyburn
This bill adds to the SC Code of Laws a requirement that all state secondary highway system
roads, streets, and highways on which the speed limit is at least forty-five miles per hour
must have center lines dividing opposing traffic.

H.3098 SCHOOLING FOR FOSTER CARE CHILDREN Rep. Clyburn
This bill provides that it is the responsibility of the school district in which a child is placed in
foster care or other specified living arrangements to provide for the child's education. The
provisions of the bill do not apply to children who are students with handicaps.

H.3119 SPEED LIMITS Rep. Haskins
This bill revises maximum speed limits to seventy miles an hour on the interstate highway
system and other freeways where official signs giving notice of this speed limit are posted,
and revises the maximum speed limit to sixty miles an hour on multilane divided primary
highways where official signs giving notice of this speed limit are posted. The bill sets a
maximum speed limit of thirty miles an hour in an urban district
and speed limits on unpaved roads are limited to forty-five miles an hour. Current speed
limits are thirty miles an hour in "any urban district." There is currently no special provision
for speed limits on unpaved roads. Current speed limits are fifty-five miles an hour in other
locations or on other sections except where speeds above fifty-five miles an hour are allowed
by federal law. The bill repeals the current section of law which allows speed limits above
fifty-five miles an hour when permitted by federal law. The bill also provides that



manufactured, modular, or mobile homes must not be transported at a speed in excess of
ten miles below the posted speed limit when the posted speed limit is in excess of forty-five
miles an hour, and never in excess of fifty-five miles an hour. The bill allows local
authorities, under certain conditions, to set a speed limit of less than thirty miles an hour,
subject to approval by the Department of Transportation (which is required under current
law). The bill also revises the language on signs posted in a work zone and adds language
which provides that the penalties contained in these signs are in addition to other penalties
for speeding.

H.3131 SC CAMPUS SEXUAL ASSAULT INFORMATION ACT Rep. Cobb-Hunter
This bill enacts the S.C. Campus Sexual Assault Information Act, which requires institutions
of higher learning in this State to establish and implement a written campus sexual assault
policy, and to distribute that policy to students, faculty, and staff of the institution. The bill
specifies areas which must be addressed in the policy, including education programs to
promote prevention and awareness of sexual assault, possible sanctions following an
institution's disciplinary procedure in the event of sexual assault, and procedures a student
follows if a sexual assault occurs.

H.3136 SC STUDENT & FAMILY PRIVACY & PROTECTION ACT Rep. Haskins
This bill enacts the SC Student and Family Privacy and Protection Act, which provides
protections against disclosure of student records and health services which are
nonconsensual. The bill also allows parental inspection of educational materials, prohibits
unauthorized student surveys, questionnaires, or evaluations, allows students to be excused
from certain instruction if it conflicts with the religious beliefs of the student's parent or
guardian, and preserves student privacy rights. The bill provides procedures and remedies to
implement the provisions of the bill, including a requirement that the Department of
Education promulgate necessary regulations.

WAYS AND MEANS

H.3004 PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT AUTHORIZING A
STATE-CONDUCTED LOTTERY Rep. Scott
This joint resolution proposes an amendment to the SC Constitution authorizing a state-
conducted lottery. The revenues from such a lottery would be used for nonrecurring
expenses for public education K-12, and for funding scholarships for higher education.

H.3005 "SC LOTTERY FOR EDUCATION ACT" Rep. Scott
This bill is the implementing legislation for the state-conducted lottery proposed in H.3004
(see above). Proceeds from this lottery are to be used to support "educational purposes and
programs,” which are defined in the bill (definition principally includes public education
expenses and college scholarships).

H.3005 creates the SC Lottery Corporation (the corporation), a public corporation which is
not a state agency and which is governed by a Board of Directors (the board) who are
appointed by the Governor. The bill specifies the organization, powers, and duties of the
corporation, including a provision that the day-to-day technical and administrative operations
of the corporation are directed by a chief executive officer appointed by the board. The bill
also creates and assigns terms and responsibilities to a Lottery Retailers Advisory Board,
composed of lottery retailers who advise the corporation board on retail aspects of the lottery
and who present the concerns of lottery retailers throughout the State.



The bill includes provisions for the proceeds of the lottery, including a requirement that 50%
of the money from the sale of tickets must be used for prize money and a requirement that
after the first several years of the lottery, the net proceeds must equal as near as possible to
40% of the lottery proceeds.

The bill creates the Lottery for Education Account, which is where the net proceeds will be
deposited as provided in the bill. The bill also requires the creation and maintenance of a
shortfall reserve account within the Lottery for Education Account, and provides for how
these shortfall funds may be used. The bill also provides for appropriations from the Lottery
Account, budgeting of lottery proceeds, methods of contracting with vendors and retailers,
legislative oversight, and set-off debt collection from prize winnings. The bill also makes
certain lottery-related acts a crime and provides penalties.

H.3006 SALES TAX EXEMPTIONS Rep. Harvin
This bill exempts from sales tax tangible personal property sold to an institution of higher
learning located in South Carolina.

H.3009 REVISIONS TO BINGO TAX ACT OF 1996 Rep. Sheheen
This bill amends the SC Code of Laws, Article 24, Chapter 21 of Title 12, also known as the
Bingo Tax Act of 1996. This Article, relating to the regulation of bingo games, became
effective on October 1, 1997. The Article currently provides, among other items, that the
game of bingo is not a lottery if it is conducted under specified conditions by certain
charitable, religious, or fraternal nonprofit organizations, or by certain annual state or county
fairs. H.4365 amends the Article so as to provide that the game of bingo is a lottery unless
the game is conducted by a religious organization.

The bill also provides that a religious organization which obtains a license to operate a game
of bingo may not employ a promoter or agent to manage, operate, or conduct the game, and
requires that at least ninety percent (current law requires fifty percent) of the gross proceeds
of the sale of bingo cards taken in by the house during a single session must be returned to
the players in the form of prizes. Also, a religious organization may not operate or cause the
operation of bingo outside the county in which it maintains a church facility and each church
facility may operate or cause the operation of only one game of bingo.

The bill allows only a AClass E= license, which authorizes the holder to impose a five dollar
entrance fee. The entrance fees collected would not be required to be remitted as taxes and
would not be included in gross proceeds for purposes of the prize limitations provided under
current law. The bill also reduces the penalty for violation of the Article from a maximum of
Five Thousand Dollars and license revocation at the discretion of the Department of
Revenue, to a maximum of Five Hundred Dollars and license revocation at the discretion of
the Department of Revenue.

H.3012 LOTTERIES FOR CHARITABLE PURPOSES Rep. Mason
This bill exempts a person or organization which conducts a lottery, bingo, raffles, and other
similar activities intended to raise money for charitable purposes from prosecution under SC
Code of Laws Section 16-19-10 (which relates to the crime of setting up a lottery).

H.3013 PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT RE BINGO Rep. Sheheen
This joint resolution proposes an amendment to Article XVII, Section 7, of the SC
Constitution. This Article provides that the game of bingo, when conducted by charitable,
religious, or fraternal organizations or when conducted at recognized annual state and
county fairs is not a prohibited lottery. H.3013 proposes a referendum asking voters if this



Article should be amended so as to provide that the game of bingo may be conducted only
by a religious organization.

H.3014 PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT CREATING
A LOTTERY Rep. Govan
This joint resolution proposes an amendment to the SC Constitution authorizing a state-run
lottery, with the proceeds to be used for K-12 public education and for college tuition grants
for students with a minimum "B" average.

H.3022 STATE PROPERTY TAXATION ON BOATS Rep. Witherspoon
This bill provides that a boat on which the interest portion of and indebtedness is or would be
deductible under the Internal Revenue Code as an interest expense on a qualified primary or
secondary residence is also deemed to be a primary or secondary residence for purposes of
South Carolina ad valorem property tax, and is considered real property for these purposes.
The bill also caps the ad valorem yearly maximum tax on such a boat at $1,500.

H.3028 PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION FOR LEGALLY BLIND Rep. Littlejohn
This bill provides a property tax exemption for one personal motor vehicle owned or leased
by a person who is legally blind. The bill also provides a definition of "legally blind."

H.3037 TAX INCREMENT FINANCING FOR COUNTIES ACT Rep. Miller
This bill, which if passed would be effective upon ratification of a constitutional amendment to
Section 14, Article X of the SC Constitution, authorizing counties to incur indebtedness for
redevelopment projects, provides for implementation of such authorization and provides for
the payment of such indebtedness from added increments of tax revenues. The bill defines
"redevelopment projects” as any buildings, improvements, including street improvements,
water, sewer and storm drainage facilities, parking facilities, and recreational facilities. Also,
the bill provides that any project authorized under SC Code of Laws Section 6-21-50
(Revenue Bond Act for Utilities - Authorized Public Works Which May be Purchased or
Constructed) may also qualify as a redevelopment project. All such projects are to be owned
by the county. The bill also provides that the millage rate for an area under the Tax
Increment Financing Law will be calculated using the base assessment of the Tax Increment
Financing Law should a municipality annex into a Tax Increment Financing District.

H.3038 PERFORMANCE PAY INCREASES FOR STATE EMPLOYEES Rep.
Martin
This bill, effective for fiscal years beginning in 1999-2000, relates to performance pay
increases for state employees. The bill provides for a pay increase of three percent for an
employee who meets performance requirements, and provides that an employee whose
performance "exceeds" or "substantially exceeds" performance requirements may receive an
increase greater than three percent, but not exceeding the pay band maximum. The bill also
provides that employees who are rated "below performance requirements" may not receive
increases and are subject to removal from the position.

H.3046 INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR PRESCRIPTION DRUGS Rep. Martin
This bill provides that participating pharmacies of the state health plan shall bill the state
health plan's drug program for reimbursement after employees eligible for reimbursement
have met their plan deductible. The bill also provides that state employees covered by the
drug prescription plan shall pay the copayment to the participating pharmacy at the time the
prescription is filled.

H.3051 VIDEO POKER BAN Rep. Kirsh



This bill bans video poker machines in South Carolina, effective June 1, 2000. The bill also
provides that any license for a video poker machine issued for a license period beginning
after May 31, 1999, is valid only through May 31, 2000, and the fee for this license is four
thousand dollars. Penalties which may include fines and/or imprisonment are provided for
persons who violate the provisions of the bill.

H.3053 EXEMPTIONS FROM AD VALOREM PROPERTY TAXATION Rep. Kirsh
This bill provides an exemption from ad valorem property taxation for a percentage of the fair
market value of certain private passenger motor vehicles, motorcycles, or motor-driven
cycles. The exemption is phased in beginning in June, 1999, and will be fully phased in by
June 2008. The bill also provides for reimbursement to taxing entities for taxes not collected
because of the exemption provided in the bill.

H.3060 SALES TAX EXEMPTIONS FOR FOOD ITEMS Rep. Kirsh
This bill provides a sales tax exemption for food items eligible for purchase with US
Department of Agriculture food coupons, limited to twenty percent of the gross proceeds of
sales or sales price of these items.

H.3061 SC INTERNET TAX FREEDOM ACT Rep. Kirsh
This bill prohibits the State or any political subdivision from taxing or imposing fees on
Internet or interactive computer services or the use of the Internet or interactive computer
services. This prohibition does not apply to state income taxes on net income derived from
the Internet or interactive computer services, nor does it apply to business license taxes
applied to businesses that have a business location in counties and municipalities. The
prohibition also does not affect the authority of the State to impose a sales or use tax on
sales or other transactions effected by use of the Internet or interactive computer services
under specified circumstances.

H.3064 REAL PROPERTY ASSESSMENT AND TAXATION Rep. Rodgers
This bill requires that the value and use of real property on which there is new construction to
change when the certificate of occupancy is issued on the structure, and provides that a
prorated tax bill be issued for the property for the tax year. The bill also allows the owner of
improved real property destroyed or damaged by fire or natural disaster to obtain an
immediate reassessment of the property; provides for a prorated tax bill to be issued, and
provides for an appeals process. The bill also requires a closing attorney to notify a
purchaser of residential property of the requirements for the purchaser, if eligible, to obtain
the residential and homestead exemptions from property tax.

H.3065 QUALIFICATION FOR 1995 ENTERPRISE ZONE ACT BENEFITS Rep. McGee
This bill provides that a business may not qualify for benefits pursuant to the 1995 Enterprise
Act of 1995, in connection with a project created solely by the transfer within the previous
twelve months of the business location from one site in a county of South Carolina to a new
site in another county. The bill also provides for certification to this effect by the Advisory
Coordinating Council for Economic Development.

H.3070 TAXING OF VIDEO POKER Rep. Kirsh
This bill imposes a tax rate of 50% on the net income derived from video poker machines,
and provides for method and time of tax payments. The bill also provides that the first $150
million dollars in revenue from this tax must be used for public school construction and
renovation and the balance of the revenue must be used to reduce school class size in
grades K-5.

H.3077 DISTRIBUTION OF "C" FUNDS Rep. Rodgers



This bill amends provisions in the SC Code of Laws relating to the distribution of "C" funds,
which are funds derived from the two and sixty-six one-hundredths cents a gallon gasoline
tax. Currently, "C" fund expenditures must be approved by and used in furtherance of a
countywide transportation plan, which is adopted by the County Transportation Committee.
The bill provides changes in the appointment of the County Transportation Committee, and
provides for terms of service, attendance requirements, and powers of these members
regarding expenditure of monies.

H.3080 FUNDING FOR VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA, INC. Rep. J. Smith
This bill requires that, beginning with fiscal year 1999-2000, appropriations by the General
Assembly to veterans' organizations must include an appropriation in a like amount and
under the same terms and conditions to the Vietham Veterans of America, Inc. The bill also
provides that such an appropriation must be in addition to amounts previously appropriated
for other veterans' organizations.

H.3081 AUTHORIZATION FOR A LOTTERY Rep. Spearman
This joint resolution proposes an amendment to the South Carolina Constitution authorizing
a lottery conducted by the State, with no more than six percent of total lottery revenues used
for lottery administration and at least fifty percent of such revenues awarded in prizes. The
remaining revenues would be credited to a separate "Education Improvement Account," with
account proceeds used only for education improvements as provided by the General
Assembly.

H.3084 SOUTH CAROLINA RETIREMENT SYSTEM Rep. Wilder
This bill includes in the definition of "employee," for purposes of the S.C. Retirement System,
a student employed in a state college, university, or educational institution of higher learning
at which the student is enrolled.

H.3085 STATE EMPLOYEES' ANNUAL LEAVE Rep. Wilder
This bill provides for a lump-sum payment for unused annual leave, not to exceed forty-five
days and without regard to leave taken in the calendar year, for a state employee who is
terminated due to a reduction in force. Current law provides for such lump-sum payments
only upon the state employee's retirement or death.

H.3090 PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS Rep. Altman
This bill exempts from property taxation the home and lot of a former prisoner of war or
Medal of Honor winner, and provides conditions under which the exemption continues for a
surviving spouse.

H.3100 RETIREMENT INCOME TAX DEDUCTIONS Rep. Clyburn
This bill increases from $10,000 to $15,000 the maximum amount of retirement income
which may be deducted from taxable income by a taxpayer over age sixty-five.

H.3101 STATE SALES TAX EXEMPTIONS Rep. Davenport
This bill adds to the list of items exempted from state sales tax, the sales of hospital beds,
wheelchairs, and eye glasses and contact lenses if required by a physician.

H.3104 STATE SALES TAX EXEMPTIONS Rep. Davenport
This bill adds to the list of items exempted from state sales tax, the gross proceeds of sales
or sales price of food items eligible for purchase with U.S. Department of Agriculture food
coupons, not including restaurant meals.

H.3105 TWENTY-FIVE YEAR RETIREMENT STUDY COMMITTEE Rep. Govan



This joint resolution establishes the Twenty-Five Year State Retirement Study Committee
and provides for its membership, duties, and issues to be addressed. The resolution
requires that the committee report its findings and conclusions to the General Assembly by
October 15, 1999, and the commiittee is abolished after it makes its report, or on October 15,
1999, whichever date comes first.

H.3110 AUTHORIZATION FOR A LOTTERY Rep. R. Smith
This joint resolution proposes an amendment to the South Carolina Constitution authorizing
lotteries conducted by the State in the manner that the General Assembly provides by law,
with net proceeds to be used for education purposes in the manner the General Assembly
provides by law.

H.3112 SCHOOL DISTRICTS' REIMBURSEMENT FOR HOMESTEAD
EXEMPTION REVENUE LOSS Rep. Cobb-Hunter
This bill provides that ninety percent of the reimbursement to school districts for the
revenue lost as a result of the homestead exemption must be paid in the last quarter
of the calendar year. Current law requires that ninety percent of the reimbursement
must be paid in the last quarter of the calendar year on December 1.

H.3113 REIMBURSEMENTS FROM PROPERTY TAX
RELIEF FUND Rep. Cobb-Hunter

This bill provides that taxing districts, not just school districts as provided under current law,
must be reimbursed from revenues credited to the State Property Tax Relief Fund. The bill
provides that the reimbursement must be on a per capita basis. The bill also provides that if
amounts received by a school district pursuant to this distribution are insufficient to
reimburse fully for the base year operating millage, the local school board, withi its authority,
shall decide how to make up the shortfall.

H.3116 SC RETIREMENT SYSTEM/SERVICE IN ARMED
FORCES RESERVES Rep. Lanford
This bill provides that service in the selected reserve of any of the reserve components of the
Armed Forces of the United States is considered to be active military duty for purposes of
establishing creditable service in the South Carolina Retirement System, the Retirement
System for Members of the General Assembly, and the Police Officers' Retirement System.
The bill also provides requirements for establishing such service.

H.3117 EMPLOYMENT SECURITY CONTRIBUTIONS Rep. Haskins
This joint resolution provides that, with respect to employment security contributions, each
employer subject to the general rate of payment provisions included in Title 41 of the SC
Code of Laws shall pay for the period of 1/1/99 through 12/31/99 at a contribution rate equal
to fifty percent of the contribution rate determined for the period 1/1/97-12/31/97.

H.3118 STATE EMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION FUND Rep. Haskins
This bill adds to the SC Code of Laws a section providing for the applicable contribution rates
with respect to the computation of the statewide reserve ratio for employer contributions to
the State Unemployment Compensation Fund, for the period 1/1/99 - 12/31/99, and for each
such annual period thereafter. The rates as provided in the bill are based on the resultant
percentage of the employer's reserve balance divided by the annual payroll.

H.3121 SELECTIVE SERVICE STATUS Rep. Witherspoon
This bill adds to the SC Code of Laws a section prohibiting a male eighteen years or older
from obtaining employment with the State or a political subdivision of the State unless the
person is in compliance with the Federal Military Selective Service Act. The bill also adds to



the SC Code of Laws a section which prohibits an individual from receiving a loan, grant,
scholarship, or other financial assistance funded by State revenue, Federal funds, or gifts
and grants accepted by the State or from receiving a student loan guaranteed by the State
unless the individual files a statement of selective service status.

H.3124 SALE OF SC PUBLIC SERVICE AUTHORITY Rep. Haskins
This joint resolution requires that by July 1, 1999, the State Budget and Control Board must
issue a request for proposals (RFP) soliciting bids for the purchase of the SC Public Service
Authority (the Authority) by a third party from the State of SC. The resolution provides
minimum criteria which must be included in the RFP, and requires that on or before January
1, 2000, the Budget and Control Board must accept the highest bid which meets the criteria.
The resolution requires that the Authority cooperate with the Budget and Control Board and
with interested bidders in regard to the RFP, including a provision that the Authority must
certify its assets and liabilities, its income statements for the last five years, and its balance
sheet to the Budget and Control Board by June 1, 1999. The resolution provides that if a
maijority of the Budget and Control Board members vote that the Authority has failed to meet
these requirements, the payments by the Authority to the state general fund (as required
under current law) for the year 2000 will be increased by 100% over those paid for the year
1999. Additionally, the resolution provides that the appropriate court may issue a writ
requiring the Authority to comply with the requirements of the resolution and citing the
Authority for civil contempt for failure to perform. The resolution provides that the revenue
from any sale must be deposited into a special fund separate from the general fund, to be
known as the ASouth Carolina Educational Trust Fund,= and the resolution provides for
management and administration of this fund and for withdrawals of principal from the fund.
Upon consummation of the purchase and sale, Title 58, Chapter 31 of the SC Code of Laws
(SC Public Service Authority) would be repealed.

H.3126 SC COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATIONS AND
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS COMMISSION Rep. Cobb-Hunter

This bill creates the SC Community Development Corporations and Financial Institutions
Commission (the Commission), whose purpose is to follow procedures specified in the bill to
certify entities as community development corporations and as community development
financial institutions. The Commission is also created to make grants and loans to these
entities from funds made available by the General Assembly or by other available funds, to
oversee and assist implementation of funded projects, and to report annually to the General
Assembly.

The bill defines community development corporation as a non-profit, 501(c)(3) corporation
whose mission is to develop and improve low-income communities and neighborhoods
through economic and related development. Also, community development corporations are
defined as having a primary function of developing projects and activities which enhance the
economic opportunities of the people in the community served. Community development
corporations do not provide credit, capital, or other assistance from public funds in an
amount greater than twenty-five thousand dollars per transaction.

The bill defines a community development financial institution as an organization that
promotes (statewide) community development by providing credit, capital, or development
services to small businesses or home mortgage assistance to individuals, including but not
limited to, capital access programs, microlending, franchise financing, and guaranty
performance bonds. These institutions may not be agents or instrumentalities of the United
States, or of a state or political subdivision of a state. Community development financial
institutions must maintain a goal of providing services to low-income individuals, minorities,
females, or rural areas, and they must provide capital and technical assistance to small and



micro businesses, or mortgage assistance to individuals. They may not provide credit, capital
or other assistance of more than two hundred fifty thousand dollars in one transaction.

The bill provides for appointment of a seven member body to govern the Commission and
provides for the members' terms, funding, responsibilities, and operation. The Commission
will cease to exist on 7/1/04 unless further authorized by the General Assembly.

The bill also provides a tax credit equal to fifty percent of a taxpayer's investment in a
community development corporation or financial institution, up to a maximum of ten million
dollars for all taxpayers for all taxable years.

H.3129 EARLY RETIREMENT BENEFITS Rep. Lanford
This bill eliminates the special benefit reduction factor applied to the benefits paid an early
retiree when the member, before retiring, makes a lump sum payment to the system in an
amount equal to twenty percent of the member's earnable compensation for each year of
creditable service less than thirty or the average of the member's twelve highest consecutive
fiscal quarters of compensation at the time of payment, whichever is larger. The bill requires
that the member must retire not more than ninety days after the date of the payment.

H.3130 STATE INSURANCE PLANS/TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES Rep. Cobb-Hunter
This bill provides that certain temporary state agency employees are eligible for the State
health and dental insurance group plan, and prohibits discrimination in hiring on the basis of
this eligibility.

H.3133 STATE FUNDING/ABORTION Rep. Haskins
This bill prohibits state funding to an institution, agency, or organization that promotes,
provides, or refers for abortion. An exception is provided in certain cases of abortions
performed to save the life of a mother.

H.3143 STATE COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES' TUITION Rep. Cobb-Hunter
This joint resolution freezes tuition and fees at state-supported colleges, universities, and
technical colleges at their 1998-99 academic year levels until the General Assembly permits
their increases therein.

H.3144 SALE OF STATE FLEET VEHICLES Rep. Cobb-Hunter
This bill requires that, before a state fleet sedan or station wagon is disposed of, the vehicle
must be offered for purchase to heads of households receiving Aid to Families with
Dependent Children (AFDC) or to public or private nonprofit agencies working with families in
becoming self-sufficient.

H.3145 EXEMPTIONS FROM AD VALOREM TAXATION Rep. Cobb-Hunter
This bill provides an exemption from ad valorem taxation for a mobile home which is
occupied as a legal residence by an owner who is at least sixty-two years of age.

H.3148 REDEMPTION OF PROPERTY SOLD FOR
DELINQUENT TAXES Rep. Cobb-Hunter
This bill eliminates the requirement for interest to be paid on the whole amount of the tax
sale bid by the redeeming taxpayer, grantee, or mortgage or judgment creditor on property
which is redeemed after having been sold for delinquent taxes.

H.3150 SC RETIREMENT SYSTEM CREDIT Rep. Allison
This bill amends current law regarding establishment of credit in the S.C. Retirement System
for prior service as an employee of a municipality which is not a covered employee of the



system. The bill extends the current method of establishing service credit to a former
employee of any political subdivision of the state which is currently not a covered employee.

H.3152 SERVICE CREDITS IN SC RETIREMENT SYSTEMS Rep. Cobb-Hunter
This bill allows a member of the SC Retirement System and the SC Police Officers'
Retirement System to establish service credit for military service performed after 1975,
provided that member makes the payment required to establish federal civilian service.
Current law prohibits receipt of service credit for active military duty performed after
12/31/75. The bill provides that all other restrictions applicable to establishing credit for
military service apply to the military service established pursuant to this payment.



