
 

 

Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service 
 

 Report to the People  

Providing excellent customer 
service is a key factor in today’s 
business world. Berkeley County 
Extension Agent Mark Arena 
understands and implements this 
philosophy into his daily work 
routine. During the 2011/2012 
business year, he provided the 
expertise and resources to bring 
the new management team of the 
former Carolina Nursery in 
compliance for its pesticide license 
and application and out of state 
plant shipping in such a way that 
the operation never endured any 

down-time. This allowed them to 
operate in a seamless manner 
versus putting a temporary hold on 
business and income.    
 
In addition, Arena and Extension 
Agent Jonathon Croft, continue to 
support the eighty-three private 
pesticide applicators licensed in 
Berkeley County through 
educational programs in order to 
maintain their licenses.  
   

Agriculture Supported By  
Clemson Extension Service  

Berkeley County Extension Service continues 
to support agriculture production in the 
County by providing soil analysis and 
interpretation. This year alone approximately 
455 soil samples were collected and analyzed 
from over 112 individuals. From this group, 
42 individuals requested instructions from 
Clemson Extension Agents Arena and Croft 
on how to properly manage their soil fertility 
based on their results. Scientifically based 
soil management of this nature is the only 
way to properly manage soil fertility in an 
environmentally and economically sound 
way while improving crop yields. 
 It is believed that this service increases 
farmers’ revenues by 15% with an estimated 
value of $315,000 annually.  
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Mission Statement 
The mission of the 
Clemson University 
Cooperative Extension 
Service is to provide sound, 
scientifically based 
information to South 
Carolinians and help them 
use that information to 
improve the quality of their 
lives. 

Annual 

 



 

 

 
 

 Peanut Maturity Determination 
  

  
The proper timing of peanut 
harvest is one of the most 
important aspects of peanut 
production. Improper timing of 
peanut harvest can cause farmers 
to lose yield and profits if done 
either too early or too late. 
During the 2012 season, 
determining a digging date was 
extremely important due to 
varying levels of moisture 
experienced by the local 

producers, which resulted in several different stages of peanut maturity in 
fields across the area. Currently, the best solution to properly time peanut 
digging is proper monitoring of crop maturity.   In September of 2012, 
Clemson Extension Agent Jonathan Croft of Berkeley and Dorchester 
Counties initiated a monitoring program to assist farmers with this situation. 
Croft began by conducting two peanut maturity clinics with the help of State 
Peanut Extension Specialist Dr. Scott Monfort.  Samples of peanuts from 
fields were checked using the pod blast method.   At the clinics, the samples 
that were checked represented approximately 4,000 acres of peanuts.  After 
the clinics farm visits were made over the next several weeks by Jonathan 
Croft, to determine peanut maturity and the correct digging date of the 
peanut crop on farms in Berkeley, Dorchester and Orangeburg Counties.  
Farm visits were made to 15 farms with approximately 3,500 acres of 
peanuts.  With a conservative estimate, it is easy to assume that the assistance 
with determining maturity and digging date saved producers 250 pounds of 
peanuts per acre.  With the contract price of peanuts being $700 per ton for 
Virginia Type ($0.35 per pound) and $675 for Runner Type ($0.3375 per 
pound), these savings equal $87.50 or $84.38 per acre of peanuts. 
 

Wildlife Food Plot Demonstrations 
In the Coastal Plain of South 
Carolina there are 182,000 acres 
of wildlife food plots planted 
annually (Charles Ruth, SCDNR 
ADQ Survey).  The average cost of 
establishing warm season and cool 
season food plots range from 
$150.00 to $190.00 per acre.  This 
translates into a direct economic 
impact ranging from $12,285,000 
to $19,019,000 for local dealers, 
distributors, and business which 

support the wildlife food plot 
industry. 
In general land owners and 
hunters plant food plots without 
considering the adaptability of 
commercially available food plot 
varieties.  In cooperation with Joe 
Varn (Bamberg/Barnwell County 
Extension Agent), Marion Barnes 
(Colleton/Hampton County 
Extension Agent), 
Berkeley/Dorchester County   

 
 

Sample of peanuts after being blasted with 
pressure washer, sample checked in the 
field.  Hull color is used to determine 
maturity. 
 



Extension Agent Jonathan Croft 
applied for and received a grant 
for $10,622.00 from the 
competitive grants program 
through Clemson University PSA 
for the project titled “Coastal Plain 
Wildlife Food Plot 
Demonstrations”.   

The funds from this grant were 
used to purchase a seed drill and 
seed to establish demonstration 
plots on cooperating landowner’s 
property throughout the lower 
coastal plain.  Once the plots are 
established educational programs 
about wildlife food plot 

management will be conducted at 
these sites.  At the time of this 
report plots had been planted in 
Barnwell, Bamberg, and 
Dorchester Counties.  Educational 
programs had not been conducted 
at the time of this report; however, 
they are in the planning process.                                                                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Canning and Preserving Foods  

Increasing In Popularity 
 
Interest in preserving home grown and local produce is increasing.  
Families are growing gardens, joining CSA’s and buying seasonal, locally 
grown produce.  Bumper crops lead some to consider canning their 
abundance.  Many don’t know where to find reliable preservation 
information or don’t trust themselves to do it on their own.  Family 
members who learned preservation skills years ago may not be able to do 
it anymore.  Many times, the skill was not shared.  The science behind 
some of the old techniques has been updated as well.  Reasons for 
wanting to learn how to can include:  convenience, improved nutritional 
content, taste, self-satisfaction and self- sufficiency. 
Food Safety/Nutrition agents are conducting classes statewide.  Locally, 
three canning classes were offered by Gayle Williford, Food Safety and 
Nutrition Agent.   They were Water bath Canning, Pressure Canning 
and, Jams/jellies and Relishes.  Demonstrations and talks were presented 
during a Seed to Shelf Class (canning, freezing, drying, pickling) and to 
clients of John’s Island Rural Housing (freezing).  Participants of Berkeley 
Electric Cooperative’s Annual Meeting Health Fair received educational 
resources to assist them in selection and use  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
of locally grown produce.   One 
lesson taught during the Step Up 
To My Plate 4-H Cooking School 
covered one type of food 
preservation.  Youth participants 
made apple jelly and entered it 
into the Coastal Carolina Fair.  
Four Canning Coaches were 
recruited to be trained to help 
agent by providing workshops and 
serving as canning mentors in their 
communities. Class participants 
learned current, up-to-date 
techniques and discussed the 
reasons why some of the older 
methods are no longer used. They 
left the classes with: knowledge of 
the techniques taught, samples of 
products available on the market, 
printed resources and of course…. 
jars of their finished products.   

4-H Continues to Grow 
Currently there are four 5 4-H clubs in Berkeley County.  They are Horse-N Around, Graymour Club, 
Centenary UMC, Berkeley Church of Christ 4-H Club and Low country Artisans.  Project clubs usually focus 
on a particular project area.  Members of community clubs may have a variety of project areas.  All clubs are 
encouraged to conduct community service projects.  Most do more than one. The Exchange Club of Charleston 
provides opportunities for youth to exhibit project work and compete in contests and activities during the 11-
day Coastal Carolina Fair. 
 
At the state and regional level, members participated in Jr and Senior Teen Weekends, State 4-H Congress, 
Southern Region 4-H Horse Event, and 4-H Ambassador Training. Two members were State Award members 
and attended National 4-H Congress in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Workshops were presented by 4-H agent, Gayle Williford to teach youth skills in preparing portfolios and 
presentations.  Step Up To My Plate Cooking School was conducted to train youth/adult teams to teach 
Foods/Nutrition skills to groups of youth. 
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3014 Cypress Garden Road 
Moncks Corner, SC 29461 

The Cooperative Extension Service offers its programs to people of all ages, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national 
origin, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or family status and is an equal opportunity employer. 

 


