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Vote Like Its 1920 

Thursdays—Mondays, 

Nov 6-18th at 11, 1 & 3                 

$7.50/Adults, $5/SC Sen-

iors & Ages 6-16 

For more information on these 

programs please contact the park. 
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Interesting Fact 

Miss Mary Wimberly 

The Life & Death of                   

“Doubtless you have heard all the particulars of Miss Mary’s 
death... The last attack came while she was standing at her 
dressing table and lasted barely 20 minutes. She said to Mrs. 
Lockhart who came to her assistance that it was useless to do 
more for her. She knew she was dying, and almost while she 
spoke, having seated herself in a large rocking chair, she 
passed away.”                                ~ Harry Hammond, 23 Mar 1893 

The Three Trees debunking 

Her death “brought a great sadness to us all.” 
                    ~ Emily Cumming Hammond, 1893 

Who was the woman that brought great sadness to the Hammond family at her passing? Miss 
Mary Wimberly is mentioned throughout the Hammond family papers and actually lived at     
Redcliffe, particularly the home at Old Yard, for many years. She was not a member of the family 
but an employee, close friend and companion to many members of the family over the years.  
 

Records never give a hint of who Mary Wimberly’s own family was but she seems to have found 
a surrogate family and a career with the Hammond and Cumming families throughout the 19th 
century. Mary served as a social companion to several older women, including James Henry Ham-
mond’s mother and later his wife, as well as a guardian for several orphaned children in the family 
until her own death at about age seventy in 1893.           continued next page 

James Hammond's ghost is thought to haunt the home and the property, as he died at the planta-
tion in 1864. There is a set of three trees in a triangular pattern on the property where people 
claim to have paranormal experiences. One legend is that if you visit the three trees you will see a 
shadow man thought to be the ghost of James Hammond. But there have been other people to 
have died on the plantation, including James Hammond's descendants...so is it James Hammond 
or someone else haunting the trees on Redcliffe Property? From https://exemplore.com/paranormal/Haunted-Trees 

If you search for “haunted Redcliffe” online 
you’re certain to find the story of the Three 
Trees. It seems the only place the tale     
appears, however, is on the internet. While 
many sites claim that “other people” have had 
paranormal experiences at the three trees or 
felt James Henry Hammond touch them on 
tours, no one actually gives their own        
account. In fact most of the accounts seem to 

be directly copied from each other. While many 
people lived, loved, cried, celebrated and, yes, 
even died at Redcliffe the historic site has very 
few actual stories of hauntings attached to it. And 
while stories of paranormal activity around three 
trees have been mostly made up online, there are 
many historic trees on the property that emit their 
own energy and beauty that visitors to the park 
can enjoy throughout the year.  

On Saturday, Sept 22 
Redcliffe was excited 
to host Augusta Uni-
versity’s Jaguar Invi-
tational, a cross 
country track meet 
attended by schools 
from across Georgia.  

https://exemplore.com/paranormal/Haunted-Trees


Preservation Note 

        The Life & Death of Miss Mary Wimberly, continued from page 1 
 

It was her first position with the Hammond family, however, that had the greatest impact on Mary - helping 
her to establish a career and establish a surrogate family of sorts in her employer Mrs. Catherine F.        
Hammond and Mrs. Hammond’s orphaned granddaughter Kate S. Hyde.  
 
In the 1850 U.S. Census Miss Wimberly, age 27, is 
shown living with the sixty-five year old matron 
and her granddaughter. She would live with the 
two for the next 14 years until Mrs. Hammond passed 
away in 1864. In her will, Mrs. Hammond left Mary 
$500 “in consideration of her many services to me.” 
 

Despite a difference in age of about two decades, Mary Wimberly also retained a close friendship and     
connection to her employer’s granddaughter Kate Hyde. In fact there were many similarities between the 
two women—both remained unmarried throughout their lives and seemed to live in the service of others. 
Following Mary’s own death she left a considerable amount of her estate to Miss Hyde.  

 

Miss Mary Wimberly passed away on March 18, 1893. Her final request was 
to be buried in Magnolia Cemetery in Augusta, Georgia next to Mrs.         
Catherine F. Hammond, to whom she had devoted many of her earlier years. 
Even today in a beautiful grassy plot, Miss Mary Wimberly, Mrs. Catherine F. 
Hammond and Miss Kate S. Hyde are buried side-by-side, together in death as 
they had been for many years in life.  

Welcome to Our New Park Manager      
Michael Scott came on board as Redcliffe’s 4th Park 
Manager on September 15th. He originally hails from 
Pittsburg, PA but comes to Redcliffe having worked for a 
number of years in North Carolina. Below he tells us a bit 
about himself and how he got to where he is.  
 
One of my undergraduate advisors suggested that I 
would be frustrated with teaching in a traditional school 
setting, and that I should explore other avenues that 
might fit my teaching style better. I could have never 
guessed how much I would eventually appreciate that 
advice.  
 
I was fortunate enough to get a job at a historical house 
museum the university operated which led to my attend-
ing graduate school for public history. From there, I've 
had the opportunity to work with a variety of organiza-
tions like the National Park Service, NC State Historic 
Sites, Old Salem Museum and Gardens, and the NC    
Museum of History, among others.  
 
My work has covered a range of duties in the way that 
only the museum field can. I’ve done work in educational 
programming, special event planning and marketing as 
well as developing sustainable, long term educational 
initiatives with special attention to the mission and goals 
of the institution.  
 
Michael has also served on the board for the NC          
Museums Council and on several committees for the 
Southeastern Museums Council and is also very involved 
in museum advocacy. We hope you will welcome him to 
Redcliffe during your next visit! 

Then & Now 

In order to protect it 
from vandals, who may 
have stolen it as many 
as three times over the 
years, this bronze bust 
of James Henry Ham-
mond which originally 
graced the front of his 
gothic monument in 
Hammond Cemetery 
was put on display in 

the visitor center at Redcliffe Plantation SHS 
in 2014. Marks can still be seen across the 
bust’s brow and nose where the vandals tried 
to beat out the features of the statue. The ver-
digris, or green patina, on the statue is a result 
of its age and the weathering of the bronze.  


