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Welcome to the SC African American Heritage Commission newsletter. In it you
will find updates about their activities and events pertaining to African American

History in South Carolina!

 
SCAAHC Events & Announcements

Commissioner Profiles

For the next few newsletters, we will be doing brief profiles on the SC African American
Heritage Commissioners, detailing their background, how they became involved with the
Commission, and more. This month's profile is on Commissioner Jennifer Curtis!

Jennifer T. Curtis is a retired attorney,
having practiced as inhouse counsel to Fluor
Corporation for over 32 years. Her primary
areas of practice were environmental and
employment law, but also included real
property, government and construction
contracts and other issues related to
cleaning up Cold War weapons sites owned
and managed by the US Department of
Energy.

She has always maintained an interest in
historic preservation and reuse and

renovation of older homes and properties from the early days of her career in
New York to the present day in Aiken, SC. She was relocated by her company
in 2009 to serve as General Counsel to Savannah River Nuclear Solutions, the
managing contractor at the Savannah River Site. She recalls passing a sign for
several months regarding a building at the corner of York Street and Richland
Avenue, anticipated to become the Center for African American History Art
and Culture. When the previous executive assigned to serve on its Board
moved, she was asked to take his place. That was 2010. About 10 years later,
after serving on the Board in several positions including president,
renovation work on the building was finally complete. When a previous
SCAAHC member reached out to her in 2020, she accepted the offer to
become a commissioner and currently serves as the Commission's Treasurer.

2026 SCAAHC Annual Conference

https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/resources/african-american-heritage/south-carolina-african-american-heritage
https://www.mayssite.org/events/events/historic-day-of-dedications
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=183GWEBsTK2WvT9yXRwGgh8Nv1TXzbwQe&ll=33.931906625071925%2C-81.04654300130207&z=8
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=38b297b5-a7f2-4536-a056-c394071dccf4


Commission Activities

Commissioners have been busy participating in events. See below
for a recap!

May 22, 2025
Commissioners Jennifer Curtis and
Dr. Melencia Johnson met with SC
Archives staff Elizabeth Johnson and
Ayanna Goines, and SCAAHC intern
Tiana Galloway at the Center for
African American History, Art, and
Culture in Aiken. To learn more about
the center, click this link.

May 27, 2025
Commission Chair Vivian Glover,
along with SHPO staff Dr. Edwin
Breeden and Ayanna Goines attended
the unveiling of the Dr. B.T. Williams
Home marker in Sumter, SC. This
Commission-funded marker describes
the successes of Dr. Booker T.

https://caahac.org/


Williams, a Sumter dentist and activist
who assisted with the raising of funds
for the the Sumter NAACP's teacher
pay equalization campaign and the
Briggs v. Elliott school desegregation
case.

June 5, 2025
The Commission had their 3rd
annual Strategic Planning Retreat
and second Quarterly Meeting of
the year. Commissioners had
constructive discussions about the
previous year's successes and
created an action plan with
consultant Anne Sinclair for the
new year.

Recent African American Preservation News

Gallman High Listed to National
Register of Historic Places
Gallman High School, located in Newberry,
has been added to the National Register of
Historic Places. This school, established in
1954, served as the only public high school
for Black students within the town of
Newberry and Newberry County. To reach
more about the school and its significance,
click here.

St. Helena Packing Shed Receives
Mellon Grant
The Corners' Packing Shed on St. Helena
Island has received a $450,000 grant from
the Mellon Foundation. The goal is to
restore the shed into a vibrant community
marketplace dedicated to celebrating
Gullah Geechee Heritage. To read more
about the packing shed, The Corners
community, and future goals for the site,
visit this link.

Juneteenth Celebrations Across the State

On June 19th 1865, slavery officially ended in the United States with the
arrival of Union troops and the reading of General Order No. 3 by General

Gordon Granger in Galveston Bay, Texas; declaring the enslaved people were
free. Juneteenth was established as a federal holiday on June 17, 2021 and is

celebrated across the United States. Check out the list below to find a
Juneteenth celebration near you!

*not an exhaustive list of events*

https://scdah.sc.gov/sites/scdah/files/Documents/Historic Preservation (SHPO)/Programs/Programs/National Register/SC_Newberry Co_Gallman High School_RB.pdf
https://www.marshviewcommunityorganicfarm.com/mellon-grant


Aiken
Who: Center for African American History, Art & Culture
When: June 21, 2025
More Information: https://caahac.org/juneteenth-2025/

Bamberg
Who: Bamberg County Branch NAACP
When: June 19, 2025
More Information: https://tbredcountry.org/event/bamberg-juneteenth-celebration/

Charleston
Who: Magnolia Plantation and Gardens
When: June 19-21, 2025
More Information: https://www.magnoliaplantation.com/magnolia-events/a-
juneteenth-commemoration

Charleston
Who: International African American Museum
When: June 19, 2025
More Information: https://iaamuseum.org/event/j-o-y-juneteenth-on-the-
yard/

Columbia
Who: Columbia Museum of Art
When: June 19, 2025
More Information: https://www.columbiamuseum.org/events/juneteenth-
cma-2

Greenville
Who: Urban League of the Upstate, The Greenville County Section of NCNW, and the
NAACP
When: June 19, 2025
More Information: https://upcountrysc.com/events/juneteenth-at-unity-park/

Hilton Head
Who: Historic Mitchelville
When: June 13-June 19, 2025
More Information: https://exploremitchelville.org/upcoming-events/

Irmo
Who: African American Historical Society of Irmo
When: June 19, 2025
More Information: https://www.lakemurraycountry.com/event/juneteenth-
celebration-in-irmo/

Richland County
Who: South Carolina Juneteenth Freedom Fest
When: June 21, 2025
More Information: https://www.juneteenthfreedomfest.com/

Rock Hill
Who: Juneteenth Rock Hill
When: June 20-21, 2025
More Information: https://www.juneteenthrockhill.com/

Spartanburg
Who: City of Spartanburg
When: June 19-21, 2025
More Information: https://www.cityofspartanburg.org/322/Juneteenth-
Celebration

Union
Who: Union County Community Remembrance Project
When: June 21, 2025
More Information: https://scdva.sc.gov/event/5th-annual-uccrp-juneteenth-
remembrance-celebration

Grants

Emergency Supplemental Historic Preservation Fund:  Now
accepting application, the National Park Service will award $48 million
for repair and recover of historic and cultural resources in areas that
have received a major disaster declaration in calendar years 2023
and/or 2024. Grants will be awarded through a competitive process and
do not require non-Federal funding match. The deadline to apply is
July 15th, 2025. For more information, click this link.

Upcoming Events & Conferences

June 20, 2025: Join the Center for Heirs' Property Preservation for their
20th Anniversary Gala. Held at The Gaillard Center in Charleston, this
occasion will celebrate the efforts of CHPP to empower families, protecting
land, and preserve generational wealth through education, legal services, and
sustainable land use. To purchase tickets, click this link.

https://caahac.org/juneteenth-2025/
https://tbredcountry.org/event/bamberg-juneteenth-celebration/
https://www.magnoliaplantation.com/magnolia-events/a-juneteenth-commemoration
https://iaamuseum.org/event/j-o-y-juneteenth-on-the-yard/
https://www.columbiamuseum.org/events/juneteenth-cma-2
https://upcountrysc.com/events/juneteenth-at-unity-park/
https://exploremitchelville.org/upcoming-events/
https://www.lakemurraycountry.com/event/juneteenth-celebration-in-irmo/
https://www.juneteenthfreedomfest.com/
https://www.juneteenthrockhill.com/
https://www.cityofspartanburg.org/322/Juneteenth-Celebration
https://scdva.sc.gov/event/5th-annual-uccrp-juneteenth-remembrance-celebration
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/historicpreservationfund/fy25-disaster-recovery.htm
https://secure.qgiv.com/event/20anniversary/


June 20, 2025: Join GLEAMNS for a special dedication and ribbon cutting
ceremony for the Dr. Benjamin E. Mays Historic Site expansion, the
dedication of the Dr. Orville Vernon Burton Research Library, and the
unveiling of a monument to Dr. Benjamin E. Mays on behalf of Omega Psi
Phi. For more information about the event and Dr. Mays, see the flyer below
or visit this link.

June 21, 2025: Join the International African American Museum as they
celebrate their second anniversary with a fundraiser, stunning performances,
iconic fashion, and timeless beauty. The theme for this year's Jubilee Soiree is
"Celebrating a Century of Black Beauty." For more information and to
purchase tickets, visit this link.
June 22, 2025: The Orangeburg County Historical Society will be celebrating
Juneteenth with a special panel discussion titled "Dr. Matilda Evans: A
Medical Pioneer: The First African American Woman Licensed to Practice
Medicine in South Carolina." To RSVP and learn more information, visit this
link.

July 23-25, 2025: The Association of African American Museums will have
their annual conference in Charleston, SC. For more info on the call for
proposals, exhibitors, and more, click this link.

July 25, 2025: The State Board of Review will be meeting to review National
Register nominations. If approved at this meeting, the nominations will be
sent to the National Park Service for final approval. This meeting is open to
the public and will be held at the SC Archives & History Center. For more
information, click here.

September 10-12, 2025: The South Carolina Federation of Museums will
host their Annual Conference in Belton, SC from September 10-12. For more
information on the event and the call for proposals, click this link.

October 9-11, 2025: Join the Afro-American Historical and Genealogical
Society for their conference "Tracing African American Ancestry: Building,
Witnessing, and Shaping the Americas" in Charleston, SC. The organization is
currently accepting calls for papers. For more information, visit this website.

Saturday February 28, 2026: Join the Commission for the 3rd annual
conference. More information on call for proposals and registration coming at
a later date.

March 19-21, 2026: Join the Confederation of SC Local Historical Societies
for their annual Landmark Conference occurring in York, SC. To stay up to
date on conference information, visit this link.

Ongoing Events

The SC Dept. of Archives & History has opened a new exhibit called "Know
Your State and Make It Known: The South Carolina Historical Marker
Program." Visit the Archives Monday through Friday from 9am to 4:30pm,
except State Holidays.

The Center for Civil Rights and History's exhibit "Where Do We Go From
Here?" explores Dr. Martin Luther King's questions about the future and
illustrates how the passage of major civil rights legislation affected education,
housing, health care , employment, and more. This exhibit, housed at the
Ernest F. Hollings Special Collections Library at the Thomas Cooper Library
can be viewed during the Library's normal hours of operation. Click here for
more info.

Free Admission to the Columbia Museum of Art where visitors can see the
"Our Story Matters" Gallery that discusses Columbia's vibrant Washington
Street Black Business District.

SC State Museum "Shared Sacrifice: South Carolina in World War II"
exhibit that details the stories of SC men and women who contributed to the
war effort, as well as Black South Carolinians' pursuit of "Double Victory" over
fascism abroad and segregation at home.

https://www.mayssite.org/events/events/historic-day-of-dedications
https://my.onecause.com/event/organizations/ab9b65dd-cf7b-4235-86e1-14977b9dce7a/events/vevt:743d27a1-82af-4401-8a87-b5f6755a6b50/home/story
https://orangeburgcountyhistory.org/dr-matilda-evans/
https://blackmuseums.org/aaam2025-save-the-date/
https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/programs/national-register/state-review-board
https://scmuseums.com/scfm2025/
https://www.aahgs.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=623005&module_id=714651
http://www.csclhs.org/
https://civilrights.sc.edu/
https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/university_libraries/about/locations/hollings/index.php
https://www.columbiamuseum.org/view/our-story-matters-gallery
https://scmuseum.org/explore/exhibitions/shared-sacrifice-south-carolina-world-war-ii


Tours of the exhibits The Language of Clay: Catawba Indian Pottery &
Oral Traditions and Sandy Islanders: A People of the Land at the
Morris Center for Lowcountry Heritage. These guided tours discuss the
history and culture of the Catawba nation and Gullah people of Sandy Island.
Find more info at this link.

Historic Columbia's latest exhibit Heat & Hardship: The Hidden Labor
of Enslaved Cooks is on display at the Robert Mills House & Gardens. This
innovative exhibit reimagines the site's warming kitchen, offering visitors a
deeper understanding of the lives of enslaved cooks in the 1820s. For more
information on the exhibit and to purchase tour tickets visit this website.

Interactive Map of All Approved South Carolina Historical

Markers

https://morrisheritagecenter.org/language-of-clay
https://morrisheritagecenter.org/page-18156
https://www.historiccolumbia.org/tours/house-tours/robert-mills-house-and-gardens
https://www.historiccolumbia.org/tours/house-tours/robert-mills-house-and-gardens
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=183GWEBsTK2WvT9yXRwGgh8Nv1TXzbwQe&ll=33.931906625071925%2C-81.04654300130207&z=8


Help us grow our subscribers and
reach even more people by forwarding
this newsletter to anyone who may be

interested!

Subscribe to the
Newsletter

For any assistance, support, or general questions
please contact us. Contact Us

SC Archives and History | 8301 Parklane Rd | Columbia, SC 29223 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/X77V1wQ/SCAAHCsignup?source_id=38b297b5-a7f2-4536-a056-c394071dccf4&source_type=em&c=
mailto:agoines@scdah.sc.gov
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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