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Pettus, Sarah

From: McKissick Museum <mckscal+mailbox.sc.edu@ccsend.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 6, 2023 5:50 PM
To: SCSL State Documents
Subject: [External] Under the Dome — September 2023

 

 

Under the Dome 

McKissick Museum's Monthly Newsletter - September 2023 
 

  

 

Experience Gullah Geechee Artist Tendaji 
Bailey's Performance: SEEKING/SOARING  

Thursday, September 28, 6-8pm 
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Inspired by a South Carolina Arts Commission Art of Community Field 
School oral history project documenting lowcountry religious practices, 
this 7th generation Gullah Geechee artist from Port Royal, SC will 
present a multimedia exhibit-performance chronicling the sounds and 
stories of Gullah Geechee culture--past, present and future. Featuring 
original music, film footage, and visual art, Tendaji Bailey creates an 
immersive experience of South Carolina lowcountry traditions.  

 

  

 

Graduate Assistants Madeleine Blaze & 
Tasnoba Tazrin Support Front End Evaluation 
of Exhibit on South Carolina Cultural Heritage 

 

 

 

 

McKissick Museum welcomes 
Madeleine Blaze (top left) and 
Tasnoba Tazrin (bottom left) as 
graduate assistants for the 2023-24 
academic year. They will support 
the museum engaging faculty 
and students in conversations 
about what they want from their 
university museum. More 
specifically, they will facilitate the 
museum conducting a front end 
evaluation of a proposed 
permanent exhibit focused on 
South Carolina's cultural heritage. 
 
Madeleine Blaze graduated from 
USC with a BA in Anthrpology and 
a minor in Religous Studies in 2021. 
She presently pursuing a graduate 
degree in Anthropology. In the 
summer of 2023, she supervised a 
field school experience for 
College of Charleston students in 
connection with the Yamasee 
Landscapes Project in Beaufort, 
SC. 
 
Tasnoba Tazrin earned a BS in 
Textile Engineering at Ahsanullah 
University of Science & Technology 
in Dhaka, Bangladesh. She now is 
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enrolled in a graduate program in 
the Arnold School of Public Healh 
with the goal of learning how the 
environmental impacts of textile 
production in Bangladesh might 
be mitigated. This interest grew out 
of her undergraduate research on 
the impacts and use of 
Tetrachloroethylene in garment 
industries. 

 

  

Tom Woodham's Gift of Stork Pottery: 
Another Chapter in the Story of a Southern 

Stoneware Tradition  
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This highly unusual vessel that we believe was used as a butter or 
cheese press came as part of a gift of Stork family pottery that Tom 
Woodham has generously donated to McKissick Museum. When 
Edgefield pottery founder and entrepreneur Abner Landrum relocated 
to Columbia, SC, he operated a pottery and brickworks with his son 
Linneaus. Linneaus took over the pottery after his father died in 1859. 
The 1870 Richland County industrial census listed Linneaus as the owner 
of a pottery that employed four adult men including John and William 
Stork and William and George Augustine. The collection of some 20 
pieces of Stork pottery has come to us from the family of Edward Leslie 
Stork (1869-1925) and Hester Mahalia Thomas Stork (1864-1945). Mr. 
Woodham's mother had been friends with Edward and Hester's grand 
daughter, and he has taken care to place the pottery where it will be 
valued for its capacity to tell yet another chapter in the story of a 
southern pottery tradition.  

 

 

Nominations sought to honor S.C. folklife and 
traditional arts practitioners and advocates 

 

Nominations for eligible artists and advocates are now invited for the 
Jean Laney Harris Folk Heritage Award. Created by the South Carolina 
General Assembly in 1987 to recognize lifetime achievement in the 
traditional arts, the Folk Heritage Award is presented annually by the 
General Assembly to honor the work of stewarding and furthering the 
traditional arts significant to communities throughout the state. 
McKissick Museum and The South Carolina Arts Commission jointly 
manage the awards.  
Up to four artists and one advocate may receive awards each year. 
Nominations are accepted in two categories: 

 Artists: South Carolina artists who have dedicated their lives to the 
practice of art forms that have been passed down through their 
families and communities and who have demonstrated a 
commitment to keeping their tradition alive. Past awards have 
recognized art forms such as basket making, gospel singing, 
bluegrass and old-time fiddling, hammock making and boat 
building, among many others.  

 Advocates: South Carolina individuals and groups who have 
worked to further traditional culture in the state. Those who are not 
traditional artists, but who have provided service that helps to 
sustain and promote South Carolina traditions, are eligible for the 
advocacy award.  

  

https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/artsandsciences/mckissick_museum/folk_heritage_awards/index.php
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The deadline to submit nominations is Sunday, Nov. 5, 2023 at 11:59 p.m. 
ET. 
 
McKissick Museum will administer the 2024 Jean Laney Harris Folk 
Heritage Award nomination process. For program guidelines and 
nomination instructions, visit sc.edu/mckissickmuseum. Before submitting 
a nomination, you are strongly advised to contact McKissick Museum’s 
Folklife Program Director Amanda Malloy to determine whether your 
nominee is eligible: am261@mailbox.sc.edu or 803-777-7707.  

The Jean Laney Harris Folk Heritage Award, along with the 
Governor’s Awards for the Arts, will be presented in the spring of 
2024.  

 

  

 

  

 

Upcoming Events 
All events are free & open to the public unless otherwise stated. 
 
The Nature of Fall with Rudy Mancke  
Tuesday, September 19, 12 - 1 pm 
Historic Horseshoe In front of McKissick Museum 
Join University of South Carolina’s Naturalist-in-Residence Rudy Mancke 
for an in-depth look into the natural changes that accompany the 
autumnal equinox. This free lunchtime lecture is fun for all ages, and 
visitors are encouraged to bring objects of interest for Rudy to examine. 
No live specimens, please. 
 
Parents Weekend Behind-the-Scenes Tours 
Friday, September 22, 11am and 3pm 
2nd Floor Lobby, McKissick Museum 
Join Faculty Curator Dr. Lana Burgess and Mark Smith, Curator for 
Collection and Exhibition Management for a look at some of the 
fascinating and fun objects that McKissick Museum cares for and 
presents in highly interpretative, interdisciplinary exhibitions. 
 
Exploring Paths to Freedom with John Dowell 
Tuesday, September 26, 5:30 - 7 pm 
McKissick Museum 2nd Floor North Gallery 
Join master printmaker and photographer John E. Dowell, Professor 
Emeritus at Temple University, as he discusses the inspiration behind 
Paths to Freedom and the process he used to create his artwork.   
 
Lunch & Learn with Rachel McKeown 

https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/artsandsciences/mckissick_museum/folk_heritage_awards/index.php
https://www.southcarolinaarts.com/direct-programs/sc-arts-awards/governors-awards/
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Thursday, September 28, noon-1pm 
McKissick Museum 2nd Floor South Gallery 
Join Guest Curator of Needlework: Women's Unspoken Art Form, Rachel 
McKeown for an informal tour of this celebration of 19th century 
women's creative expression through textiles. 
 
Seeking/Soaring: Gullah Geechee Resilience 
by Tendaji Bailey 
Thursday, September 28, 6-8pm 
McKissick Museum 2nd FLoor Lobby 
Come experience a performance featuring original music, film footage, 
visual art, and recollections of the artist's experience as a descendant of 
a Gullah Geechee family from Port Royal, SC. 
 
Bluegrass & Old Time Musical Performance 
by Palmetto Blue 
Tuesday, October 17, 2023, 2-3:30pm at South Carolina State Fair, in front 
of Rosewoods Building 
Come meet fiddler Ashely Carder, recipient of the 2018 Jean Laney 
Harris Folk Heritage Award and member of the band Palmetto Blue that 
will regale you with classic old time and bluegrass music.  
  
Performance by Voices of Gullah Singers 
Saturday, October 21, 2023, 12-1:30pm at South Carolina State Fair, in 
front of Rosewoods Building 
Celebrate Gullah Day at the South Carolina State Fair by coming to a 
performance by the Voices of Gullah Singers, recipients of the 2019 
Jean Laney Harris Folk Heritage Award. 
 
Palmetto Rose-Making Workshop 
with Lowcountry Basket Maker Trudy Hicks 
Saturday, October 21, 2023, 2-5pm, South Carolina State Fair, in front of 
Rosewoods Building 
Try your hand at making one of the palmetto roses you’ve likely seen 
being sold on the streets of Charleston. Basket maker Trudy Hicks will 
teach this hands-on palmetto rose-making workshop on a first come, 
first serve basis.  
  
Lunch & Learn with Curator Rachael Mckeown 
Thursday, October 26, 2023, 12-1pm, 2nd Floor South Gallery, McKissick 
Museum, University of South Carolina 
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Take a leisurely lunchtime walk with Guest Curator Rachael Mckeown 
around Needlework: An Unspoken Women’s Art. Inspired by the 
decorative needlework some 19th century women practiced to express 
their artistic impulses, Rachael Mckeown curated this exhibit to share her 
fascination with women’s remarkable creative output. 

 

Visit Our Events Calendar  
 

 

  

 

  

 

Online Resources 
 

Virtual Exhibitions 
McKissick Museum is proud to present several online exhibits for you to 
explore from the comfort of your own home. Learn more about the 
Southern story through our diverse and engaging digital content. The 
following exhibits are currently available digitally:   
Child's Play 
A Laughing Matter? American Political Humor 
A Woman’s Right, Part 1  
A Woman's Right, Part 2 
Piece by Piece: Quilts from the Permanent Collection 
Natural Treasures: Connecting to the Natural World 
The Shell Game: Unraveling Molluscan Mysteries 
The Bug House: The Lepidoptera of Dr. Richard B. Dominick 

 

Digital Traditions    
Established in 1985, the Folklife Resource Center (FRC) at McKissick 
Museum is a repository for photos, audio and video recordings, and 
archival print materials documenting South Carolina's traditional culture. 
The FRC’s mission is to preserve and disseminate these materials. With 
the support of the National Endowment for the Arts and the National 
Endowment for the Humanities over the past twenty years, McKissick 
Museum has undertaken important documentation projects related to 
sweetgrass basketry, alkaline-glazed stoneware, quiltmaking, and 
African-American celebratory traditions. Digital Traditions affords 
unprecedented access to the FRC’s extensive holdings.  

 

Historic Southern Naturalists 
This online resource is the result of an Advanced Support for Innovative 
Research Excellence (ASPIRE) grant from the University of South Carolina 
and continued support through a grant from the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services (IMLS). These archival collections not only 

https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/artsandsciences/mckissick_museum/calendar/eventscalendar.php
https://mckissick.uofsccreate.org/exhibitions/
http://mckissick.uofsccreate.org/exhibitions/play/
http://mckissick.uofsccreate.org/exhibitions/alm/
http://mckissick.uofsccreate.org/exhibitions/awr/
https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/artsandsciences/mckissick_museum/documents/mckissick_awr_digital_exhibit.pdf
http://mckissick.uofsccreate.org/exhibitions/quilts/
http://mckissick.uofsccreate.org/exhibitions/hsn/geo/
http://mckissick.uofsccreate.org/exhibitions/hsn/shells/
http://mckissick.uofsccreate.org/exhibitions/hsn/leps/
https://www.knowitall.org/series/digital-traditions
http://digitalussouth.org/historicsouthernnaturalists/index.php
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document 19th-century investigations of the natural environment in 
South Carolina, but chronicle the establishment and advancement of 
the field of natural history. This project brings together collections and 
archives from A.C. Moore Herbarium, the Charleston Museum, McKissick 
Museum, and the South Caroliniana Library, all in one place. The 
material collections, including botanical, fossil, and mineral specimens, 
exemplify the natural world that existed two hundred years ago and are 
sometimes the only representatives of these specimens in existence due 
to extinction and loss of geologic localities. 

 

PastPerfect Online 
McKissick Museum's online collections live here. This online database 
allows students, teachers, and museum fans the opportunity to explore 
McKissick's diverse collections without leaving their couches. Try different 
keyword searches, or explore via the random images tab. You'll find 
everything from fossils to textiles, silver to art glass, and more.  

 

  

 

  

 

Mission Statement 
The University of South Carolina’s McKissick Museum fosters awareness 
and appreciation for the diversity of the region’s culture, history, and 
natural environment. The museum fulfills the university’s mission by 
engaging in campus educational and enrichment activities, acting as a 
repository for relevant collections, and through its graduate museum 
certificate program. It accomplishes these aims through original 
research about southern life, material culture, natural science, and 
decorative and fine arts, holding exhibitions, issuing publications and 
offering public programming. It collaborates with the university 
community and outside constituents in documenting, collecting and 
interpreting the Southern experience. 

 

  

 

  

 

Become a Member!  
Annual membership will allow you to explore the history, art, folklife, and 
natural environment of the Southeast through McKissick Museum's 
diverse collections, exhibitions, and programs, while also supporting the 
museum. 
 
McKissick has made becoming a member even easier with our online 
donation and memberships portal! Click the button below to explore 
and purchase memberships, and donate to the museum all in one 
convenient location.  

 

https://mckissick.pastperfectonline.com/randomimages
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Purchase a Membership Online  
 

 

Membership levels 
 $40 Single 
 $75 Household 
 $150+ Supporter 
 $300+ Benefactor 

  
Benefits for all membership levels include: 
 

 Monthly e-newsletters and mailed invitations to exhibit previews, 
receptions, and events; 

 Free admission to quarterly McKissick Mixers and other members-
only gatherings; 

 Discounts on ticketed events and publications; and 
 Free Admission to over 80 museums in the Southeast as a 

participating member of the Southeastern Reciprocal Membership 
Program. Click here for a current list of participating institutions.   

 
Memberships can be purchased over the phone by calling 803-777-
2876, and by visiting our online donation and memberships portal.  

 

 

  

https://secure.touchnet.net/C21544_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?PRODUCTID=2972
https://www.semcdirect.net/SERM-Participants
https://secure.touchnet.net/C21544_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?PRODUCTID=2972
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Try email marketing for free today!  

 

      

 

https://www.facebook.com/mckissickmuseum/
https://twitter.com/McKissickMuseum
https://www.instagram.com/mckissickmuseum/



