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Recognizing Collaborative Efforts Supporting Watershed Protection in 
and around York County 

The South Carolina Department 
of Environmental Services 
(SCDES) and Lt. Governor 
Pamela Evette recently honored 
the Watershed Evaluation 
Team (WET) with SCDES's 
inaugural Power of 
Partnerships Award for the 
group's exceptional 
collaboration in watershed 
planning and protection in York 
County. 
 
Formed in 2022, the WET 
brings together stakeholders 
from multiple jurisdictions, 
including the City of York, York 
County, City of Rock Hill, 

Catawba Regional Council of Governments, Catawba Indian Nation, City of Fort Mill, and the City of 
Tega Cay. The team works collectively to better understand and manage the region’s water 
resources and has developed or is in the process of developing watershed plans for 211,754 acres 
of watersheds in and around York County. These plans aim to protect water quality and guide 
sustainable development, ensuring a healthier future for local communities.  

 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/SCDES-eNews---January-Updates.html?soid=1133767797806&aid=0qlA3OqTReY
https://des.sc.gov/news/lt-governor-pamela-evette-scdes-recognize-york-county-entities-joint-efforts-watershed-planning-and
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“The Watershed Evaluation Team exemplifies the power of collaboration,” said SCDES Interim 
Director Myra Reece. “Their efforts are helping to safeguard York County’s natural resources for 
years to come.” 

 

  

 

Protect Your Home: January 
is National Radon Action 

Month  
 
This January, during National Radon 
Action Month, the South Carolina 
Department of Environmental Services 
(SCDES) encouraged residents to learn 
about the risks of radon and take steps 
to protect their homes. 
 
What is Radon? 
Radon is a naturally occurring, odorless, 
tasteless, and invisible gas that forms 
from the breakdown of uranium in soil, 
rock, and water. While harmless in 
outdoor air, it can reach dangerous levels 
when trapped indoors, seeping in 
through cracks, joints, and plumbing 
fixtures. The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency estimates that radon 
causes more than 21,000 lung cancer 
deaths annually. 
 
Is Your Home at Risk? 
“Elevated radon levels have been found 
in homes in almost every county in South 
Carolina,” said Rhonda Thompson, 
Chief of SCDES’s Bureau of Air 

 

Explore the South Carolina 
Coastal Atlas 

 
The South Carolina Department of 
Environmental Services (SCDES) 
Bureau of Coastal Management (BCM) 
has unveiled the South Carolina 
Coastal Atlas, an interactive ArcGIS 
StoryMap designed to share valuable 
information about South Carolina’s 
coastal environment. 
 
The Coastal Atlas offers a wealth of 
resources, including historical 
milestones, data, tools, and services 
provided by the Coastal Management 
Program. Users can explore interactive 
maps, stunning imagery, and detailed 
information about the state’s critical 
areas: coastal waters, tidelands, 
beaches, and beach dune systems. 
 
“This new tool is a one-stop-shop for the 
public, offering quick and easy access to 
vital information and data from the 
Coastal Program,” said Chris Stout, 
Chief of the Bureau of Coastal 
Management. “The Atlas also provides a 
historical overview of how South Carolina 

https://www.epa.gov/radon
https://www.epa.gov/radon
https://des.sc.gov/blog/national-radon-action-month-protect-your-home-and-health
https://des.sc.gov/blog/national-radon-action-month-protect-your-home-and-health
https://des.sc.gov/news/scdes-launches-new-coastal-atlas-provide-valuable-information-about-scs-coastal-environment
https://des.sc.gov/news/scdes-launches-new-coastal-atlas-provide-valuable-information-about-scs-coastal-environment
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Quality. “The only way to know if your 
home has high radon levels is to test.” 
 
Testing is simple, and mitigation is 
possible if elevated levels are found. 
Resources for South Carolinians: 

 Free Test Kits: SCDES offers 
one free radon test kit per home 
at des.sc.gov/radon while 
supplies last. 

 Certified Radon Contractors: Find 
experts who can measure radon 
and install mitigation systems 
through resources provided on 
the SCDES website. 

 Additional kits can be purchased 
for $17 through the National 
Radon Program at sosradon.org 
or by calling 1-800-767-7236. 

 
To learn move, visit des.sc.gov/radon, 
call 1-800-768-0362 or email 
radon@des.sc.gov. 

 

has worked to protect its coastal 
environment over the years.” 
 
What’s Inside the Coastal Atlas? 
 

 Explore the history of South 
Carolina’s Coastal Management 
Program, from its beginnings in 
1973 to present-day initiatives. 

 Access information on living 
shorelines, beach renourishment, 
King Tides and abandoned 
boats. 

 Navigate tools and data on 
hazard vulnerability, public beach 
access, and beach erosion 
through interactive features. 

 
The Coastal Atlas was developed with 
funding from the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s Coastal 
Zone Enhancement Program, 
showcasing the Bureau’s commitment to 
protecting and enhancing South 
Carolina’s coastal resources. 

 

 

  

Keep Your Home Warm 
and Safe this Winter 
 
January has already brought a 
taste of winter weather to South 
Carolina, and there could be more 
to come! Stay cozy this season by 
preparing your home with 
insulation, caulking and weather-
stripping. 
 
Here are a few quick tips to help 
protect your home and family: 
 

 Insulate and protect pipes: prevent freezing by insulating exposed plumbing and 
draining outdoor irrigation systems. 

 Seal drafts: check windows, doors and weather-stripping to keep heat in and cold air 
out. 

 Service heating systems: inspect your furnace and replace filters for efficiency and 
clean indoor air. 

 Install detectors: ensure working carbon monoxide detectors and smoke alarms are in 
place. 

 Keep pets safe: provide a warm shelter for pets during cold weather. 
 Practice fireplace safety: clean and inspect chimneys and safely dispose of ashes. 

mailto:radon@des.sc.gov
https://des.sc.gov/programs/bureau-air-quality/air-pollution/radon
https://sosradon.org/
https://des.sc.gov/programs/bureau-air-quality/air-pollution/radon
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 Prepare for snow and outages: stock snow removal supplies, use generators safely, 
and have an emergency kit ready with essentials like food, medications and 
flashlights. 

 
For more winter safety tips, visit Ready.gov or download the FEMA app. 

  

  

 

WaterSC Open House and 
Listening Session 

 
Residents and stakeholders attended a 
WaterSC open house and listening 
session on January 7, 2025, where they 
spoke with water planning experts and 
learned about the collaborative efforts of 
WaterSC.  
 
Public input is an essential part of 
WaterSC, and residents provided 
comments on water use and 
management during the listening 
session, both in-person and virtually.  
 
Learn more and provide your input at 
des.sc.gov/watersc. 

 

 

Stay Connected with SCDES 
 
Whether it's breaking environmental 
news, community impact stories or tips to 
protect South Carolina's natural 
resources — we’ve got something for 
you on every social media platform. 
 
By following us, you’ll gain insights into 
the latest environmental initiatives, 
discover ways to make a difference in 
your own community, and stay informed 
on how we’re working to enhance the 
environmental wellbeing of our state. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Honoring Our Law Enforcement Officers 
 

January is National Law Enforcement Appreciation Month, a 
time to recognize the dedicated officers who protect our 
communities. At SCDES, our certified officers play a crucial role 
in public safety and environmental health. 
 
From investigating environmental crimes to ensuring safe 
shellfish harvesting, their work makes a lasting impact. We 
appreciate their commitment to protecting South Carolina’s 
people and natural resources. 

 

 

https://www.ready.gov/
https://www.des.sc.gov/programs/bureau-water/watersc-water-resources-working-group
https://www.facebook.com/SouthCarolinaDES/
https://www.concernsofpolicesurvivors.org/l-e-a-df7343139
https://des.sc.gov/programs/bureau-water/aquatic-science/shellfish-monitoring-program-overview
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WaterSC Working Group

The next WaterSC Working Group 
meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 
February 20, 2025. 

Stay tuned for more details, including the 
time and location as WaterSC works to 
preserve, sustain, and manage our 
state's water resources for present and 
future use. 

BCM Members Present at SC 
Beach Advocates Meeting

The SC Beach Advocates meeting had 
more than 180 registrants and held a 
panel discussion from members of the 
South Carolina legislature and an 
address from Gov. Henry McMaster. 

Chris Stout, BCM Bureau Chief; Jessica 
Boynton, Coastal Services Section 
Manager; and Sallie Phelan, Attorney; 
presented on agency updates, new tools 
and efforts and emerging legal issues. 

Where Passion Meets Preservation
As the state agency that protects and preserves South Carolina's environment, SCDES seeks 
talented individuals to join our team. We are scientists, engineers and inspectors as well as 
collaborators, educators, and public servants who work to ensure all South Carolinians have a 
healthy environment. 

 Administrative Assistant
 Chemist I
 Coastal Services Communications

and Outreach Project Manager -
EHMII

 Dam Safety Engineering Associate II
 Environmental Attorney
 Environmental Engineering Associate

I 
 Geospatial Analyst II
 Industrial Wastewater Permitting

Engineering Associate III
 Law Enforcement Officer II
 Mechanic (Vehicle/Equipment Repair

Technician I

 Recreational Waters Intern (Seasonal
Pool Inspector) 

 Senior Auditor
 Senior FOI Coordinator
 Senior Network Administrator
 Senior Water Quality Compliance

Inspector (EHM III)
 Water Resources Hydrologist I

https://des.sc.gov/programs/bureau-water/watersc-water-resources-working-group
https://scbeaches.org/
https://des.sc.gov/programs/bureau-coastal-management
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes/jobs/4808940/administrative-assistant?pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes/jobs/4704535/chemist-i?pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes/jobs/4796691/coastal-services-communications-and-outreach-project-manager-ehmii?pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes/jobs/4569629/dam-safety-engineering-associate-ii?pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes/jobs/4791018/environmental-attorney?pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes/jobs/4797343/geospatial-analyst-ii?page=1&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes/jobs/4776507/industrial-wastewater-permitting-engineering-associate-iii?page=1&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes/jobs/4581267/law-enforcement-officer-ii?page=1&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes/jobs/4770670/mechanic-vehicle-equipment-repair-technician-i?page=1&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes/jobs/4797752/recreational-waters-intern-seasonal-pool-inspector?page=2&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes/jobs/4791583/senior-auditor?page=2&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes/jobs/4803662/senior-foi-coordinator?page=2&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes/jobs/4808593/senior-network-administrator?page=2&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes/jobs/4763256/senior-water-quality-compliance-inspector-environmental-health-manager-iii?page=2&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc/scdes/jobs/4788981/water-resources-hydrologist-i?page=2&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs



