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to take place at a ceremonial site.

The Town Creek corn pits have a very formalized structure. Further,
they appear to have a non-random distribution over the site (Figure 3).
There is no evidence for these pits being constructed prior to the construction
of the First Temple (and first mound stage). Therefore, these features seem
to be strongly correlated with the site in its sacred, rather than secular,
context. At the risk of sounding arcane, it 1s tempting to suggest that the
pits have a ceremonial, rather than functional purpose. A number of accounts
indicate that corn was burned during the Green Corn Ceremony or Busk of the
Cherokee and Creek Indians (Swanton 1928:583-584, 604-606; Witthoft 1949:32,

42, 54) .

SUMMARY

The Town Creek ethnobotanical data, in spite of collection biases,
present a detailed view of the occupants' use of plants in the fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries. Botanical remains were analyzed from 678 Pee Dee phase
proveniences, most of which were features, post holes, or pits.

Wood charcoal from Town Creek suggests the exploitation of all
envirnomental zones surrounding the site. The predominance of pine at a site
gituated in a hardwood dominant area may be the result of extensive habitat
disturbance, secound growth succession, and the ease of collection. The Town
Creek occupants made use of the pine not only for fire wood, but also as
structural members in their earthlodge and temples. Much of this structural
wood, however, was heartwood which has such significant decay resistance that
uncharred posts were found intact after 400 years.

Plant foods from Town Creek include three species of nut masts: hickory,

walnut, and acorn; one species of forb, chenopod; and two cultigens, squash and
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corn., Hickory nuts have the highest ubiquity at Town Creek, although it is
probable that both preservation and collection factors bias the sample in favor
of hickory and against acorn. Other South Appalachian Mississippian sites suggest
that these two resources are equally significant. Wild plant foods, such as
hickory and acorn, are expected to play an important part in the South
Appalachian Mississippian diet since the corn harvest was rarely sufficient
to last through the year, or even the winter. Walnut, In spite of its apparent
ublquity, 1s probably relatively unimportant to the diet because of its
sparse occurrence in the forest.

The single forb identified from Town Creek is chenopod. The presence
of large quantities of seeds in the temple suggests intentional deposition,
although the presence of seeds does not indicate é&ither the part of the plant
intended for use or its intended function. The use of chenopod appears to be
widespread at late period sites.

Corn from Town Creek is an 8 to 10 row variety of the Eastern Complex
corn common at South Appalachian Mississippian sites, The 526 cob fragments-
provide one of the largest samples analyzed from the Southeast and is extremely
useful for comparative studies. The bulk of corn, however, is not found in
food refuse contexts, but in a special feature context -- corn cob pits. These
pits, similar to those described by Bilnford (1967), occur in greater numbers
than previously reported from late period sites and the Town Creek data provide
an excellent comparative sample. These pits, which measure about 1.0 foot in
diameter and have a depth of about 1.5 feet (adding a 1.0 foot plowzone deposit),
are filled with sticks and corn cobs burned in a reducing atmosphere with the
probable production of smoke. The explanations of both hide smoking pits
(Binford 1967) and vessel smudge pits (Mumson 1969) are both plausible and

supported by ethnographic analogy. The pits, however, appear to be too formalized
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to be purely domestic in nature. Further, such domestic functions appear out
of place at Town Creek, which has been accepted as a sacred or ceremonial
center of the Pee Dee culture (Reid 1967:56-57). It is possible that the
corn pits are related to the Green Corn Ceremonialism found the Eastern
Woodlands.

Squash is fairly uncommon at Town Creek, but is found in both the
temple and small refuse deposits. In spite of the late date for Town Creek
no evidence of beans was discovered.

Although the evidence is sparse, there is no reason to assume less
than year-round occupation at Town Creek based on the ethnobotanical remains.
Corn may beavailable as. early as June and squash will begin té bear in late May.
The chenopod seed is available from June until the first frost (usually late
October). The nut resources are available in the fall of the year. But, as
often explained by ethnobotanical researchers, plant foods may be stored and
consumed out of their season. Plant seasonality cannot, therefore, be directly
indicative of site seasonality, especially in a non-domestic situation, such

as at Town Creek.
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