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This process is centuries old. The 
ancestors of the Catawbas made pottery for 
cooking and carrying water. After the arrival 
of the white settlers, Catawba Pottery became 
an article of trade. 

Theories about the tribe's origins vary: it's 
believed at one time their homeland may 
have stretched from Canada southward to 

t the Carolinas, that they may have spoken a 
dialect of the Sioux language or been one of 

; the "Hill Tribes" whose neighbors were the 
Cherokee and Creek Indians. 

Catawba history after the arrival of the 
English and Europeans in North America 
recorded many tragedies: smallpox 
epidemics which drastically reduced the 

, population, the ravages of alcoholism, loss of 
· land. the dying out of the language and 

racial discrimination. The art of making 
pottery kept alive the tribal heritage. 

Representative pieces of Catawba 
Pottery are: the wedding jug, the three­
legged gypsy pot the four-stemmed peace 
pipe and the delicate Rebekkah pitcher. 
Some of these are forms which have evolved 
over the past several centuries of contact 
with the white culture (in particular, the 
Mormon church) and other Indian tribes. Yet 

_ despite a significant degree of acculturation, 
! the Catawbas have preserved their original 
1 methods of production, as well as traditions 
, in decoration and design. A typical 
; Catawba pot may bear the serpent 

decoration or the Indian head with 
feathered bonnet. The clay molds for these 

1 decorations are usually passed down 
through the generations of a family Animal 
effigies-little frogs and turtles-are also 
traditional Catawba pieces. 




