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Rgister for a Guided our of the 20&5
Pockoy Island Archaeological Excavation

You are invited to join the SCDNR Heritage Trust archaeologists for a free guided tour of the
Pockoy Island Shell Ring Complex, Ring 2 during the March 2025 archaeological excavation. Tour
spaces are limited during this excavation, and registration is encouraged. Guided tour registration
can be found on the SCDNR Archaeology team's Eventbrite page.

More information about the Pockoy Island Shell Ring Complex, and past archaeological excavations
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at the site can be found in the story map Finding Pockoy.

Image features visitors checking in with archaeologists for a guided tour of an archaeological
excavation. Image courtesy Taylor Main, SCDNR.

SOUTH CAROLINA

NOTABLE STATE
DOCUMENTS AWARD

Cultural Heritage Trust Program
Receives two 2024 Notable State Documents Awards

The SCDNR Cultural Heritage Trust Program was selected as the winner of two 2024 Notable State
Documents Awards. The children's book Fort Frederick: A SCDNR Heritage Preserve and the World
It Changed was recognized in the monographs (physical or born digital) category, and the story map
Skull Creek Chronicles: Stepping into the Past at Green's Shell Enclosure Heritage Preserve was
recognized in the websites category.

More information about all 2024 Notable State Documents Award winners and the awards
ceremony taking place on Wednesday, March 19, 2025 can be found in the press release State
Library Announces 2024 Notable State Documents Winners.



https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/659e0f59c8164133a4e62b391e678a88?item=2&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://heritagetrust.dnr.sc.gov/pdfs/FortFrederickHPBook.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://heritagetrust.dnr.sc.gov/pdfs/FortFrederickHPBook.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/659e0f59c8164133a4e62b391e678a88?item=12&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/news/state-library-announces-2024-notable-state-documents-winners?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/news/state-library-announces-2024-notable-state-documents-winners?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=

SCDNR Announces Dedication Ceremony of
19th Cultural Heritage Preserve

The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR) Heritage Trust Program recently
acquired a 122.6-acre tract of land located on Coosaw Island in Beaufort County. This is the 19th
Cultural Heritage Preserve acquired for protection under the South Carolina Heritage Trust
Program.

The SCDNR Heritage Trust Program purchased the land for $505,000 from the Beaufort County
Open Land Trust (OLT) to establish what will be known as Coosaw Sea Island Cotton Heritage
Preserve. The preserve is comprised of parcels formerly owned by the Stangel, Battey and Attaway
families. Coosaw Sea Island Cotton Heritage Preserve will be formally dedicated during a ceremony
at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, April 22, 2025 at the preserve (250 Coosaw River Drive, Beaufort, SC
29907).

Gullah Geechee people cultivated and harvested Sea Island Cotton in South Carolina from the late
1700s until the American Civil War, with very few sites still visible on the landscape. This property
contains visible remnant beds and drainage ditches of Sea Island cotton fields, cultivated prior to
the American Civil War. During Reconstruction, Gullah Geechee men and women acquired the land
and operated truck farms and other businesses into the turn of the 20th century. The cotton field
ridges, furrows, surrounding edges and road shoulders will provide important places to reestablish
the culturally significant sweetgrass within the preserve.

While designated a Cultural Heritage Preserve, the property also protects abundant plant and
animal species. Coosaw Sea Island Cotton Heritage Preserve includes hummock and marsh
islands bounded by intertidal marsh and tributaries of Boatswain Pond Creek and Duck Pond Creek,
draining into the Morgan River and St. Helena Sound in the ACE Basin. The preserve looks out onto
Morgan Island, another SCDNR owned and managed property, and creates a habitat corridor with
nearby protected lands. On the wetland portions of the property, there are extant ridges, furrows
and water control earthworks from sea island cotton production that provide habitat for many
terrestrial and aquatic species.

“Coosaw Sea Island Cotton Heritage Preserve represents an overlooked conservation gem right
beneath our feet — literally!” said Kristin Williams, executive director of the Open Land Trust. “During
the pandemic, OLT staff and board walked on Coosaw Island for solace in nature and knew this
property needed to be protected forever. Thanks to the previous landowners and lenders, we were
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able to take quick action and purchase the property. We are thrilled to partner with SCDNR on its
protection forever for everyone to enjoy as a Heritage Trust Preserve.”

Queen Quet, Chieftess of the Gullah/Geechee Nation said: "The discovery of this area of Coosaw
that appeared to be captured in time and held for the appropriate use in the way that foods are
when we preserve them in the Gullah/Geechee Nation is not only significant to us but is a blessing.
The Gullah/Geechee Sea Island Coalition and the Gullah/Geechee Nation's leaders are pleased
that we can continue our ongoing collaboration with the South Carolina Department of the Natural
Resources through assisting with the research, interpretation and the sustainability plan for the
historic site. We look forward to being able to honor our ancestors that toiled on that land and bring
their voices to life again.”

“SCDNR looks forward to providing support and stewardship for this property that has significant
habitat and cultural history,” said Ken Rentiers, deputy director for SCDNR Land, Water and
Conservation Division. “We thank all of our partners that collaborated on this important project.”

The S.C. Department of Natural Resources Heritage Trust program was created between 1974-
1976, the first such program in the nation, to help stem the tide of habitat loss by protecting critical
natural habitats and significant cultural sites. Enabling legislation directed the state natural
resources agency, in concert with other state agencies, to set aside a portion of the state’s rich
natural and cultural heritage in a system of heritage preserves to be protected for the benefit of
present and future generations. For more information, visit the Heritage Trust Program website.

Image features visible remnant beds and drainage ditches of Sea Island cotton fields that were
cultivated prior to the American Civil War. Image courtesy of the Open Land Trust/Caylor Romines.

Poinsett Bridge
Deep in the 1820s Backcountry of South Carolina
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A road bisecting South Carolina from the mountains to the coast would funnel commerce from the
Backcountry and beyond to the lagging port city of Charleston. The challenging segment of the
State Road was through the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. There were three bridges on the
State Road in the Upstate. Two are submerged under the Saluda Reservoir.

Two hundred years later, only Poinsett Bridge remains.

Continue reading more about Poinsett Bridge, and explore the growing collection of Heritage Trust
Program story maps.

The image featured is Mills' Sketch, 1821 from the Robert Mills Papers courtesy of the
Southeastern Architectural Archive, Tulane University Special Collections, Tulane University
Libraries.

SCDNR Marine Resources Division

2025 QOpen [Hlouse

Join us on Saturday, March 22, 2025 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the SCDNR Marine Resources
Division (217 Fort Johnson Road, Charleston SC 29412) for an Open House honoring South
Carolina's coastal waters and the people who work to study and protect them. Meet SCDNR's
marine biologists, fisheries managers, and educators and get a behind-the-scenes look at their work
in a fun and relaxed setting. Visit the Archaeology tent to meet SCDNR archaeologists and
participant in hands-on activities. Open House is a free, family-friendly event with dozens of
activities for all ages. More information about the event can be found on the Facebook event page,
and the event flyer.
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South Carolina’s largest hunting, fishing & outdoor show

womanct March 28-30 SC State Fairgrounds
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2025 Palmetto Sportsmen's Classic
March 28 - 30, 2025 in Columbia, SC

Come visit the SCDNR Archaeology team during the 2025 Palmetto Sportsmen's Classic from
Friday, March 28 - Sunday, March 30, 2025. While at the SCDNR Archaeology booth, you can learn
more about free archaeology programs for educators, pick up copies of our children's books, and

youth ages 13 and under can answer the Palmetto Sportsmen's Classic scavenger hunt question
about archaeology.

Focus on Heritage
Fort Frederick Heritage Preserve
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Located beside the Beaufort River in Port Royal, South Carolina, Fort Frederick Heritage Preserve
is the crossroads for many cultures. From the early Indigenous people who lived along its shores to
the Union Army that once occupied an American Civil War-era camp, the preserve has a history
stretching back to time immemorial. The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources
(SCDNR) Heritage Trust Program acquired and dedicated the 3-acre property in 1999 to protect
and preserve Fort Frederick, the oldest known tabby structure in South Carolina. Tabby is a type of
construction material predominantly made of oyster shells. The site was purchased with funds from
SCDNR'’s Heritage Land Trust Fund and a donation from the National Park Service’s Federal Lands
to Parks Program.

Fort Frederick was built by the British colonial government between 1733 and 1735. The fort
provided early settlers with protection from the possibility of the Spanish invading from their
settlement in Saint Augustine, Florida as well as attacks from local Indigenous people. The fort is
made of tabby, a material made of mixing equal parts of oyster shells, sand, water, and lime ash
produced from burning oyster shells. It is suspected the large quantity of oyster shells used in the
construction was quarried from nearby shell middens left by the Indigenous people thousands of
years ago, based on pottery sherds found within the original fort wall. The fort had canons and
supported a small garrison of soldiers. Around 1756, the fort was abandoned for Fort Lyttelton, a
fort located upriver.

The land surrounding Fort Frederick was eventually developed into a plantation. In 1862, the Union
Army’s Camp Saxton was established there and became a place where the formerly enslaved
sought refuge. It was there that the first Black regiment in the Union Army, the First South Carolina
Volunteer Infantry, was formed in 1862. The fort was also the place where on January 1, 1863,
formerly enslaved people heard the Emancipation Proclamation read to them as a group, the first
known reading in the southern states of the words that officially signaled their freedom.

Since its construction, more than half of the Fort Frederick has eroded into the Beaufort River as the
river grows and wears away the bank. Some past reconstruction efforts have helped shore up the
remaining walls.

Fort Frederick was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1974. Camp Saxton was
listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1995. In 2017, the preserve was also included in
the Reconstruction Era National Historical Park.

Fort Frederick is open during daylight hours year-round. Visit the SCDNR’s Heritage Trust website
to learn more about Fort Frederick Heritage Preserve and other preserves, view documentary films,
and download lesson plans and activities. To read more about Fort Frederick and tabby wall
construction, read the story map The Tabby Wall: Fort Frederick Heritage Preserve: A Centerpiece
of the Reconstruction Era National Historical Park, and the children's book Fort Frederick: A
SCDNR Heritage Preserve and the World It Changed. To view films about Fort Frederick and past
archaeology, visit the Fort Frederick film collection. Lesson plans about Fort Frederick can be found
on the SCDNR's Heritage Trust Program KnowltAll.org partner page. Visit the Fort Frederick
Heritage Preserve artifact collection to view 3D modelled artifacts recovered from the site.

Image features Fort Frederick, and is courtesy of Jamie Koelker, Koelker & Associates, LLC.
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SCDNR Archaeology Newsletter Archive
Courtesy of the South Carolina State Library Digital Collections

Distribution of the SCDNR Archaeology Newsletter started on March 1, 2019 with 872 subscribers.
Today, over 20,000 people receive the newsletter on the first of each month. If you missed an
edition of the newsletter or would like to download a newsletter from past years, you can do so now
thanks to the South Carolina State Library Digital Collections. Please visit the Archaeology News
page on the SCSL Digital Collections website to download past copies of the newsletter.

Thank you for subscribing to the SCDNR Archaeology Newsletter and for supporting the SCDNR
Archaeology team!

Questions about archaeology events and programs? Please visit the Heritage Trust website, or
email ArchaeologyOutreach@dnr.sc.gov.
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