
ARTICLE VII 
EXCEPTIONS AND SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS 

Exceptions and supplemental regulations to the provisions contained 
in Article V are as follows: 

1. Exceptions to Minimum Lot Requirements. 

Where the owner of a lot at the time of the adoption of this 
Ordinance does not own sufficient land to enable him to conform to the 
minimum lot requirement of the Zoning District in which his lot is 
located, such lot may nonetheless be used as a building site. If, 
however, the owner of two or more adjoining lots, with insufficient 
lot dimensions, decides to build on or to sell off these lots, he must 
first combine said lots to comply with the dimensional requirements of 
the Ordinance. 

2. Exceptions to Minimum Side Yard Requirements. 

(a) Where a side yard abuts a street, the minimum side yard 
required shall be the same as the minimum front yard re­
quirements for the zoning district in which the lot is 
located. In the case of lots which do not meet the mini­
mum lot area requirement of the particular zoning district, 
the frontage setback shall conform to the requirement of 
the zoning district while the frontage setback on the side 
street shall be not less than fifteen (15) feet. 

�~�)� Where no side yard is required, but such is provided, 
then said side yard shall have a minimum width of five 
(5) feet. 

3. Exceptions of Off Street Parking Requirements. 

(a) If the required automobile parking spaces cannot reason­
ably be provided on the same lot on which the principal 
use is conducted, such spaces may be provided on other 
off street property provided such property lies within 
six hundred (600) feet of the main entrance to such prin­
cipal use. Such automobile parking space shall be 
associated with the principal use and shall not thereafter 
be reduced or encroached upon in any manner; 

(b) Required parking space may extend up to one hundred twenty 
(120) feet into an accommodations zoning district, provided 
that: (1) the parking space adjoins a commercial or 
industrial district; (2) has its only access to or fronts 
upon the same street as the property in the commercial or 
industrial district for which it provides the required 
parking space; and (3) is separated from abutting properties 
in the accommodations district by a twenty (20) foot wide 
evergreen buffer strip. 

4. Visibility at Intersections 

On a corner lot in any zoning district in which a front yard is 
required, no fence, wall, hedge, or other obstruction to travel vision 
shall be permitted within the triangular area formed by the intersecting 
street lines and a straight line connecting such street lines at points 
thirty (30) feet from the point of intersection measured along such 
street lines. 
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5. Vehicular Access to Structures 

Every building hereafter erected or moved shall be on a lot adjacent 
to a public street, or with access to an approved private street, and 
all structures shall be so located as to provide safe and convenient 
access for servicing, fire protection, and required off-street parking. 

6. Off-Street Vehicle Haneuvering Space 

Where off-street parking space is required on lots fronting on 
U. S. 17 (King's Highway), Ocean Boulevard, and Surfside Drive such 
off-street parking space shall be provided with adequate space for 
turning maneuvers on the lot so that no vehicle shall be required to 
back into the respective highways. 

7. Parking, Storage, or Use of Major Recreational Equipment. 

No major recreational equipment shall be parked or stored on any lot 
in an accommodations district except in a garage or other enclosed accessory 
building, provided however, that such equipment may be parked anywhere 
on residential premises not to exceed twenty-four (24) hours during load­
ing or unloading. No such equipment shall be used for living, sleeping, 
or housekeeping purposes when parked or store in an accommodations district, 
or in any location not approved for such use. 

8. Double Frontage Lots 

On lots having frontage on more than one street, but not located on 
a corner, the minimum front yard requirements for the district within 
which the lot is located shall be applicable for each street on which 
the lot fronts, except where otherwise specified. 

9. Ocean Front Setbacks 

Front yard setbacks for both front row and second row lots shall be 
measured from the Ocean Drive Boulevard right-of-way. Rear yard setbacks 
for front row lots shall be measured from the mean high water mark as 
determined at the time of the building permit application. Rear yard 
setbacks for second row lots shall be measured from the adjoining property 
line or rear street right-of-way. 

ARTICLE VIII 
APPLICATION OF DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

The regulations set by this Ordinance within each zoning district 
shall be minimum regulations and shall apply uniformly to e~ch class 
of type of structure or land, except as hereinafter provided: 

1. No building, structure, or land shall hereafter be used or occupied, 
and no building or structure or part thereof shall hereafter be erected, 
constructed, reconstructed, moved, or structurally altered except in 
conformity with all of the regulations herein specified for the district 
in which it is located. 
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2. No building or other structure shall hereafter be erected or 
altered: 

(a) to exceed the size or bulk; 

(b) to accommodate or house a greater number of families; 

(c) to occupy a greater percentage of lot area by having 
narrower or smaller rear yards, front yards, side 
yards, or other open spaces than herein required; or 
in any other manner contrary to the provision of this 
ordinance. 

3. No part of a yard, or other open space, or off-street parking 
or loading space required about or in connection with any building 
for the purpose of complying with this ordinance, shall be 
included as part of a yard, open space, or off-street parking 
or loading space similarly required for any other building. 

4. No yard or lot existing at the time of passage of this 
ordinance shall be reduced in dimension or area below the m1n1mum 
requirements set forth for the district in which the lot or yard 
is located~ Yards or lots created after the effective date of 
this ordinance shall meet at least the minimum requirements 
established by this ordinance. 

5. No accessory building or use, including swimming pools, required 
parking and loading space, and signs, shall be erected or located 
in any required yard in any A-1, A-1-a, or A-3 Zoning District, 
or in any yard not in an A-1, A-1-a, or A-3 Zoning District, but 
contiguous to a yard in an A-1, A-1-a or A~3 Zoning District. 
Signs, required parking and loading space, and swimming pools, 
however, are permitted in required yards in all other Zoning 
Districts where the required yards are not contiguous to required 
yards in an A-1, A-1-a or A-3 Zoning District. 

6. When the application of parking requirements results in a 
fractional space requirement, the next larger requirement shall 
prevail. 

7. Right-of-way easements for streets and roads shall not be 
considered a part of a lot or open space, or front, rear or side 
yard for the purpose of meeting yard requirements. 

8. All territory which may hereafter be annexed to the town shall be 
considered to be in the A-1 Accommodations, Single-family 
Residential district until otherwise classified. 

9. No part of a car or parking space or building or structure, 
if projecting, shall be located in any public walkway. 
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ARTICLE IX 
NON-CONFORMING USES 

The following rules apply to non-conforming uses in the Town of 
Surfside Beach. 

1. Continuance of Non-Conforming Land Uses. 

Non-conforming land uses are declared by this ordinance to be 
incompatible with permitted uses in the districts in which they are 
located. However, to avoid undue hardship, the lawful use of any 
building or land use at the time of the enactment of this ordinance may 
be continued even though such use does not conform with the provisions 
of this ordinance except that the non-conforming building or land use 
shall not be: 

(a) Changed to another non-conforming use. 

(b) Re-established after discontinuance or removal for one 
hundred eighty (180) consecutive days or longer. 

(c) Repaired, rebuilt, or altered after damage exceeding sixty 
(60) percent of its replacement cost at the time of destruction. 
Reconstruction to begin within six (6) months after damage is 
incurred. The provisions of this sub-section shall 
not apply to any residential unit. 

(d) Enlarged or altered in a way which increases its non-conformity. 

Nothing in this section shall be deemed to prevent the strengthening 
or restoring to a safe condition of any building or part thereof. 

2. Discontinuance of Certain Non-Conforming Land Uses. 

Notwithstanding other provisions of this ordinance, certain non­
conforming land uses shall be discontinued either generally or in specific 
districts after periods of time set forth below. 

Nonconformities 

Automotive storage and sales lots, out­
door farm, major recreational and mobile 
home equipment sales areas; outdoor 

In Districts 

All 
accommodations 

districts 
storage yards for lumber, building materials, 
contractors' equipment. 

Non-conforming fences and hedges impeding 
vision at intersections 
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To be Discon­
tinued Within 

Two (2) years 

One hundred 
eighty (180) 
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ARTICLE X 
ADMINISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT, APpEAL, 
AMENDMENTS, COMPLAINTS AND REMEDIES 

Procedures for the administration, enforcement and appeal of the 
provisions of this ordinance are as follows: 

1. Administration and Enforcement 

It shall be the duty of the duly appointed Building Inspector, 
and he is hereby given the authority, to administer and enforce the 
provisions of this ordinance. 

If the Building Inspector shall find that any of the prov~s~ons of 
this ordinance are being violated, he shall notify in writing the person 
responsible for such violations, indicating the nature of the violation 
and ordering the action necessary to correct it. He shall order 
discontinuances of illegal additions, alterations, or structural changes, 
or discontinuance of any illegal work being done; or shall take any other 
action authorized by this ordinance to ensure compliance with, or to 
prevent violation of, its provisions. 

2. Building and Sign Permits Required 

No building, structure, or free standing, illuminated or business 
identification sign shall be erected, moved, added to, or structurally 
altered without a permit therefor, issued by the Building Inspector. 
No building or sign permit shall be issued by the Building Inspector 
except in conformity with the provisions of this ordinance, unless he 
receives a written order from the Board of Adjustment in the form 
of an administrative review, or variance. 

3. Application for Building Permit 

All applications for building permits shall be accompanied by plans 
in duplicate drawn to scale, showing the actual dimensions and shape of 
the lot to be built upon; the exact sizes and locations on the lot of 
buildings already existing, if any; and the location and dimensions of the 
proposed building or alteration. The application shall include such other 
information as lawfully may be required by the Building Inspector, includ­
ing the number of families or dwelling units the building is designed 
to accommodate; conditions existing on the lot; and such other matters 
as may be necessary to determine conformance with, and provide for the 
enforcement of, this ordinance. 

One (1) copy of the plans shall be returned by the Building Inspector 
to the applicant, after he shall have marked such copy either as approved 

1
or disapproved and attested to same by his signature on such copy. The 
original copy of the plans, similarly marked, shall be retained by the 
Building Inspector. 

The applicant shall place on the lot or lots where construction is 
proposed, markers showing all property corners. Such markers shall be 
visible at the time of the initial building inspection. 
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4. Expiration of Building Permit. 

If the work described in any building permit has not begun within 
six (6) months from the date of issuance thereof, said permit shall 
expire; it shall be cancelled by the Building Inspector; and written 
notice thereof shall be given to the persons affected. 

5. Complaints Regarding Violations. 

Whenever a violation of this ordinance occurs, or is alleged to 
have occurred, any person may file a written complaint. Such complaint 
stating fully the causes and basis thereof shall be filed with the 
Building Inspector. He shall record properly such complaint, immediately 
investigate, and take action thereon as provided by this ordinance. 

6. Penalties for Violation. 

Any person violating any prov1s1on of this ordinance shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined, as determined 
by the Court for each offense. Each day such violation continues shall 
constitute a separate offense. 

Nothing herein contained shall prevent the town from taking such 
other lawful action as is necessary to prevent or remedy any violation. 

7. Appeal from the Decision of the Building Inspector 

Where there is alleged error in an order, requirement, decision, or 
determination by the Office of the Building Inspector regarding the 
enforcement of this ordinance, or where, owing to special conditions, 
the literal enforcement of the provisions of this ordinance, not relating 
to use of land or building or structure, would allegedly result in an 
unnecessary hardship, such allegations may be appealed from the office 
of the Building Inspector to the Zoning Board of Adjustment. 

8. Changes and Amendments. 

The Surfside Beach Town Council may, from time to time, amend, 
supplement, or change, by ordinance, the boundaries of the zoning districts 
or the regulations herein established. But, before such action is taken 
by the Town Council, an amendment, change or supplement to the zoning 
map or ordinance must first be submitted, through the Office of the Building 
Inspector, to the Surfside Beach Planning and Zoning Commission, 
for review and recommendation. 

The Planning and Zoning Commission shall have thirty (30) days within 
which to submit its report to the Town Council. If said Commission fails 
to submit a report within the thirty (30) day period, it shall be deemed 
to have approved the requested amendment. 

Where these regulations require the submittal of site plans, said site 
plans shall be at a scale not less than one (1) inch to fifty (SO) feet 
and shall show the following: 
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(a) contours at five (5) feet vertical intervals showing 
pertinent topographical features; 

(b) the location, use, plan and dimensions of each building or 
structure to be constructed; 

(c) the location, dimensions and arrangement of all open spaces, 
yards, access ways, entrances, exits, off-street parking 
facilities, loading and unloading facilities, pedestrian 
ways, roads, and streets; 

(d) the capacity of all areas to be used for automobile access, 
parking, loading and unloading; 

(e) location, dimensions and arrangement of all areas devoted to 
planting, lawns, trees or similar purposes, with a 
description, including the names of and density of all trees, 
or planting to be used for screening; 

(f) location and description of all facilities to be used for 
sewage disposal, water supply, storm, water drainage and 
all utilities. 

Any communication purporting to be an application for a change 
shall be regarded as mere notice to seek relief until it is made in the 
form required. Upon receipt of any communication the interested parties 
shall be supplied with the proper form for presenting his application 
by the Building Inspector. In no instance shall a property owner or owners 
initiate action for a zoning amendment affecting the same parcel of 
property, or any part thereof, more often than once every twelve (12) 
months. 

9. Public Hearing 

Before enacting an amendment, supplement or change to this ordinance, 
the Town Council shall hold a public hearing thereon, at least fifteen 
(15) days notice of the time and place of which shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the Town of Surfside Beach. 

ARTICLE XI 
DEFINITIONS AND RULES OF INTERPRETATION 

Rules of Interpretation 

Where uncertainty exists, the following rules of interpretation 
should apply: 

(1) Except as defined herein, all words and terms used in this 
ordinance shall be interpreted in accord with their customary 
dictionary definition; 

(2) Words used in the present tense include the future tense and 
words used in the future tense include the present; 

(3) Words used in the singular include the plural, and words 
used in the plural include the singular; 
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(4) The word "shall" is always mandatory. 
The word "may" is permissive; 

(5) The word "lot" includes the word "plot," "parcel," or 
"property"; 

(6) The word "building" includes the word "structure"; 

(7) The word "used" or "occupied", as applied to any land or 
buildings shall be construed to include the words "in­
tended, arranged, or designed to be used or occupied." 

Definitions 

For purposes of this ordinance, certain words and terms used herein 
are defined as follows: 

Accessory Building or Use. An accessory building or use is (a) sub­
ordinate to and serves a principal building or principal uses; (b) subordi­
nate in area, extent, or purpose to the principal building or principal 
use served; (c) designed for the comfort, convenience or necessity of 
occupants of the principal use served; and (d) located on the same zoning 
lot as the principal building or principal use served, with the single 
exception of such accessory off-street parking facilities as are permitted 
to locate elsewhere than on the same zoning lot with the building or use 
served. 

Accessory Use, Home Occupation. Any occupation within a dwelling 
and clearly incidental thereto, carried on by a member of the family residing 
on the premises, provided that no person not a resident of the premises 
is employed, no stock in trade is kept or commodities sold, no merchanical 
equipment is used except such that is normally used for family, domestic, 
or household purposes, and there is no exterior indication other than a sign 
permitted by the district regulations, that the building is being used for 
any purpose other than a dwelling. When within the above requirements, 
a home occupation includes but is not limited to the following: (a) art 
studio; (b) dressmaking (c) professional office of a lawyer, engineer, 
architect, accountant, salesman, real estate agent, insurance agent, or 
other similar occupation; (d) teaching, with musical instruction limited to 
one (1), or two (2) pupils at a time. 

Accessory Use, Garage. An accessory building not exceeding nine 
hundred (900) square feet in floor area designed or used for the storage 
of not more than four (4) motor driven vehicles, owned and used by the 
occupants of the building to which it is accessory. Not more than one (1) 
of the vehicles may be a commercial vehicle and that one, of not more 
than one (1) ton capacity. 

Alley. A public or private way, at the rear or side of property 
permanently reserved as a means of providing secondary or service 
vehicular access to abutting property less in size than a street, and 
which is not designed for general vehicular traffic. 
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Apartment. A part of a building consisting of a room or rooms 
intended, designed, or used as a residence by an individual or a single 
family. 

Apartment, Garage. A part of a garage consisting of a room or 
rooms intended, designed, or used as a residence by an individual or a 
single family. 

Building. A structure having a roof supported by columns or walls 
for the shelter or enclosure of persons or property. 

The connection of two buildings by means of an open porch, 
breezeway, passageway, carport or other such open structure, with or 
without a roof, shall not be deemed to make them one building. 

Building Line. 
or structure must be 
of-way lines and lot 

A line which represents the distance that a building 
set back from a lot boundary line or a street right­
boundary lines. 

Condominium. A multi-family building and land, certain parts of which 
are held in common ownership, such as yards, foundations, basements, 
floors, walls, hallways, stairways, elevators and other related common 
elements, together with individual ownership in fee of a particular 
dwelling unit within such building. 

Cooperative Apartment. A multi-family building and land held in 
corporate ownership by the occupants of the building, who own stock in 
the corporation with the right through a propriety lease to occupy the 
individual units. 

Clinic. A facility operated by a group of physicians, dentists, 
chiropractors, or other licensed practitioners for the examination, 
care and treatment of outpatients. The term does not include a place for 
the treatment of animals. 

Club. Building and facilities owned or operated by a corporation, 
association, person or persons for a social, educational or recreational 
purpose, but not primarily for profit or to render a service which is 
customarily carried on as a business. 

Court. An open space which may or may not have direct street access 
and around which is arranged a single building or a group of related 
buildings. 

Dwelling. Any building containing one (1) or more dwelling units, 
but not including hotel, motel, rooming house, hospital or other accommoda­
tions used more or less for transient occupancy. 

Dwelling, Single Family. A building arranged or designed to be 
occupied by one (l) family. 

Dwelling, Two Family. A building arranged or designed to be occupied 
by two (2) families living independently of each other. 
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Dwell~ng, Multi~family. A building or portion thereof used or 
designed ~s· a residence. for three (3) or more families living independently 
of each other with separate kitchen facilities. 

Dwelling Unit. A building, or portion thereof used_ or designed 
as a residence for three (3) or more families living independently of 
each other with separate kitchen facilities. 

Dwelling Unit. A building, or portion thereof, providing complete 
and permanent living facilities for one family. 

Family. Any individual, or two (2) or more persons related by blood, 
or a group of not more than five (5) persons (excluding servants) 
who need not be related by blood or marriage, living together in a dwelling 
unit. 

Group Development. Consists of two (2) or more structures on a 
parcel of land which has not been subdivided into customary streets and 
lots, and includes a unified design of buildings and coordinated organiza­
tion of open space and service areas. The total area shall not be less 
than two (2) acres, and includes a ten (10) feet wide planted evergreen 
buffer strip along the rear or side lot lines abutting other residential 
lots. Although the distance between structures is not specified, all 
structures must meet specified minimum distances from the lot lines. 

Lot Line. The boundary line of a lot. 

Lot, Ocean Front. Any lot which is contiguous to the ocean. 

Major Recreational Equipment. Major recreational equipment is 
defined as including boats and boat trailers, travel trailers, pick-up 
campers or coaches (designed to be mounted on automotive vehicles), 
motorized dwellings, tent trailers, and the like, and cases or boxes used 
for transporting recreational equipment, whether occupied by such equipment 
or not. 

Mobile Horne. Any portable building or vehicle whether on wheels or 
a foundation, designed for highway transport, and to permit occupancy 
therein. 

Mobile Horne Park. An area where one or more mobile homes or 
trailers can be and are intended to be parked, designed or intended to 
be used as temporary or permanent living facilities for one or more 
families. 

Motel. (See Hotel) 

Nonconforming Use. A structure or land lawfully occupied by an 
existing use which does not conform with the permitted uses for the zoning 
district in which it is situated, either at the effective date of this 
ordinance or as the result of subsequent amendments to this ordinance. 

Off-Street Parking Space. An off-street parking space, including 
aisles, entrances and exits, shall contain a minimum of three hundred 
(300) square feet for each automobile to be accommodated and/or one (1) 
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vehicular parking space not less than nine (9) feet by nineteen (19) 
feet plus or minus six (6) inches shall be provided for each dwelling 
or rentable unit. All parking space shall be located so that the 
occupant of any parking space can enter and leave independently. 

Sign. The term "sign" shall mean and include every sign, billboard, 
outdoor poster panel, free-standing ground sign, roof sign, projecting 
sign, awning or canopy, and shall include any announcement, declaration, 
demonstration, display, ribbon, banner, illustration or insignia used 
to advertise or promote the interests of any person when the same is 
placed in view of the general public, traveling along a public street 
right-of-way. 

(a) Free-Standing Sign Structure. A free-standing sign structure 
may contain a sign or signs on one side only, or it may be a 
V-shaped structure or one containing signs back-to-back. A 
free-qtanding structure is one sign. 

(b) Business Identification Sign. A business identification sign 
is a sign that contains the name of the business enterprise 
located on the same premises as the sign and the nature of the 
business conducted there with not more than one-third of the 
sign area devoted to commodity or service advertising. 

(c) Home Occupation Sign. A business identification sign that 
contains the name of the business enterprise located on 
the same premises as the sign and the nature of the business 
conducted there. 

Sign Area. The area of a sign is the area of the face of the sign 
formed by a perimeter consisting of a series of straight lines enclosing 
all parts of the sign. The area of a free-standing sign structure is the 
area of the face or faces on one (1) side only. 

Sign, Illuminated. When artificial illumination techniques are used 
in any fashion to project the message on a sign, that sign shall be 
an illuminated sign. 

Structure. Anything constructed, erected or established on and at 
least six (6) inches above the ground, including, but without limiting 
the generality of the following: buildings, signs, sea walls, trailers, 
fences, screen enclosures, and patio walls. 

Travel Trailer. A portable structure not more than thirty (30) 
feet long and eight (8) feet wide which is primarily equipped, designed, 
converted or used for private living quarters by one or more individuals. 

Use. The use or property is the purpose of activity for which the land 
or building thereon is designed, arranged, or intended, or for which it is 
occupied or maintained. 

Yard. Open space on a lot which is unoccupied and unobstructed from 
its lowest level upward except for drives, landscaping, retaining and sea 
walls, fences, open patios and entrance steps. 
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Yard, Front. A yard extending across the full width of the lot, 
the depth of which is the minimum horizontal distance between the front 
lot line and the building line parallel thereto. 

Yard, Ocean Front. Any yard contiguous to the ocean shall constitute 
a front yard, and shall meet the minimum front yard requirements of the 
district within which it is located. 

Yard, Rear. A yard extending across the full width of the lot, 
the depth of which is the minimum horizontal distance between the rear 
lot line and the building parallel thereto. 

Yard, Side. A yard extending along a side lot line and back to the 
building line drawn parallel to the side lot line at a distance there 
from equal to the width of the required minimum side yard, but excluding 
any area encompassed within a front yard or rear yard. Dimensions of 
minimum side yards specified in the district regulations of this ordinance 
refer to the required width of each side yard rather than to the total 
width of both side yards. 

Zoning District. Any areas of the Town of Surfside Beach within 
which the zoning regulations are uniform. 

ARTICLE XII 
LEGAL STATUS PROVISIONS 

Should any section or provision of this ordinance be declared 
invalid or unconstitutional by any court or competent jurisdiction, 
such declaration shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a 
whole or any part thereof which is not specifically declared to be 
invalid or unconstitutional. 

All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are 
repealed to the extent necessary to give this ordinance full force 
and effect. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and 
after the date of its adoption. 

s. c. 
JUN 6 1912 
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