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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL
Columbia, S. C.
December 1, 1938.

To His Excellency The Governor of South Carolina:

I have the honor to present herewith the annual report of the
South Carolina Aeronautics Commission concerning the develop-
ment and utilization of the airports, airways, and air navigation-
al aids in South Carolina.

The Aeronautics Commission has utilized the State Aviation
gasoline tax to foster aeronautics within the State to provide
maintenance and safety aids on a statewide basis and to promote
air commerce as a public necessity and convenience.

The report embodies a general review of the progress made
during the past three years in addition to establishing a definite
policy for the advancement of aeronautics within the State.

Respectfully submitted,

J. P. WILLIAMSON, Chairman,
S. C. Aeronautics Commission.



ANNUAL REPORT
of the
SOUTH CAROLINA AERONAUTICS COMMISSION

As airports are essential part of aviation, without which air-
craft could not operate, the Aeronautics Commission placed first
emphasis on airport construction and improvement. As set out
under Airport and Seaplane Base Development, over $4,000,000
has been invested in airports and ground facilities; more than
$3,000,000 of this sum being provided by federal agencies. In
addition to the airport program, air navigation aids and other
ground facilities have been constructed throughout the State
which include three lighted airways; four radio beam stations
supplemented by radio beams projected into South Carolina from
stations at Augusta and Savannah, Georgia, and Charlotte and
Raleigh, North Carolina. Three trunk line airways (the New
York-New Orleans, New York-Miami, and Charleston-Dallas)
now cross the state, affording air mail passenger, and air express
services for Charleston, Greenville, Columbia, and Spartanburg.
The seaplane base at Charleston has already been designated as
an alternate trans-Atlantic base for air mail and passenger ser-
vice by the Post Office Department. The Aeronautics Commis-
sion has been intensely active in securing the establishment of
an air line from Charleston to the mid-west as a matter of pub-
lic necessity and convenience. The establishment of such a route
would eliminate the circuitous routing over present air lines
and would facilitate the flow of commerce between the two re-
gions to several hours flight.

In addition to providing rules and regulations for flight in or
over South Carolina and the enforcement of such rules and regu-
lations, the Aeronautics Commission has required the licensing
of all pilots and license or identification of all unlicensed air-
craft in the State.

Through an educational campaign the number of unlicensed
aircraft in the state has been reduced from thirty to four and
it is believed that the four unlicensed airplanes will be either
disposed of or fitted for license within the coming year.

Airport and Seaplane Base Development in South Carolina:

The following table indicates actual amounts approved or ex-
pended by federal agencies and sponsors. Improvements include
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only hangars, lighting equipment etc., where definite expendi-
tures were reported. Land values were reported by the cities
which furnished the sites or in case of purchase—the sale value.
Items left blank were either not reported or no funds spent under
that specific heading.

Airport Federal Sponsors Land Improvements  Total
U1 e S R $31,887.10 $7,311.00 $4,500.00 $200.00 $43,898.10
Anderson .. 139,110.00 27,007.00 S0D0500 R cens 8 e 174,117.00
*Barnwell 16,423.00 02 B0k s 22,725.50
Beaufort 2,499.00 e L 3,174.00
v e e e L R R B e ST T 20,000.00 75,000.00
Charleston 337,821.85 10,497.00 25,000.00 425,261.85
*Cheraw 26,964.56 637.50 2,300.00 29,902.06
*Columbia 2176,279.33 15,253.00 40,000.00 371,532.33
(a)Florence .. 98,686.70 61,525.00 18,000.00 190,211.70
*Georgetown ......... 37,017.95 10,000.00 6,000.00 63,017.95
Greenville ....... ... 731,801.62 107,976.00 50,000.00 915,777.62
Greenwood .... 58,480.00 11,745.00 3,000.00 73,225.00
*Lancaster .... 66,742.00 16,880:005 5 = oL 83,427.00
Laurens ....... 198,453.31 387,584.00 3,000.00 239,037.31
*Marion ....... 22,500.00 180000 - ...LnLl 35,000.00
*Myrtle Beach § 16,983.15 37.50 3,750.00 20,770.65
Orangeburg ...... .. 21,526.00 11,250.00 7,000.00 39,776.00
**Spartanburg 928,488.20 86,274.57 40,000.00 9,000.00 1,063,762.77

(630,325.00) (84,192.00)
b B e 15,940.40 5,937.00 10,000.00 1,100.00 32,977.40
Ui oI A e e iy 4,231.50 o AEEENREN S L S SRR 4,437.50
*Walterboro .......... 15,150.00 200.90 R S R A 15,850.00

Seaplane Bases
Charleston .. 223,274.00 100,381.00 . 74,000.00  .......... 397,655.00
Beaufort 3,129.11 2801t e e R e ) 3,410.02

GRAND TOTAL....$3,273,394.78 $530,264.98 $315,050.00 $205,237.00  $4,323,946.76

(a)Under construction.
*Approved projects included.
**Pending (remodeling).

Four airports (Charleston, Columbia, Greenville, and Spartan-
burg) are scheduled stops on trunk line airways; all have paved
runways. Charleston, Greenville and Spartanburg airports are
lighted for night operations.

Air Marking :

During the year October 1936-October 1937 an extensive pro-
gram of airport marking and aids for air navigation was begun
In connection with a state-wide W. P. A. project sponsored by
the Aeronautics Commission.

Airport marking consisted chiefly of erecting signs to direct
ground traffic to the airports. The aids for air navigation were
large signs, painted on the rooves of buildings, which included
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the name of the city or town; distance to the nearest airport,
enclosed in a circle; and true north indicated by an arrow.
Where space permitted 10 foot by 20 foot letters were used for
the town’s name making the sign legible at high altitudes. These
“markers” are used to a large extent to assist pilots in checking
their courses while flying over South Carolina and are indispen-
sable to the pilots of light aircraft which usually are equipped
only with limited navigation instruments.

Upon conclusion of the W. P. A. project, air-marking was
continued as an independent activity of the Aeronautics Com-
mission, In addition to painting 35 new air-markers, the Aero-
nautics Commission has maintained those painted in connection
with W. P. A. The air marking program has cost $12,356.50
to date; $4,860.00 representing expenditures by the Aeronautics
Commission.

Boundary Markers:

Boundary markers have been provided for the Anderson, Beau-
fort, Florence, and Lane airports; all are designated as Depart-
ment of Commerce Intermediate landing fields and markers were
furnished by the federal government.

Under the airport construction and improvement program,
funds were not available for boundary marking or other necessary
safety features. To meet this exigency the Aeronautics Commis-
sion has undertaken to construct boundary markers in their main-
tenance shop at Columbia and erect them on the various airports
during January, February, and March of 1939. The maintenance
crews were utilized for labor; materials, (lumber $351.00, paint
$200.00 and steel $400.00) were purchased through the State Avia-
tion Fund.

Maintenance :

During the spring of 1938 the operation of aircraft at practi-
cally all airports in the State was jeopardized due to high grass,
weeds, and small trees that were growing on the landing areas.
Erosion and washes were also in evidence on practically all fields.
On June 15th, two mobile maintenance units, each consisting of
driver-operator, 114 ton truck to transport tractor and equip-
ment, and tractor with mower attachment were put into service
to mow the landing areas and combat erosion. Another unit was
added August 20th. During the 514 months period (June 15-
Dec. 1) 6,662 acres, comprising the landing area of 23 airports,
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were maintained at a total cost of $3,164.40 including salaries,
travel allowances, gas, oil, and repairs, or an average of $0.475
per acre. The operation of the maintenance department was
considered highly successful and of tremendous importance to
the welfare of flying in the State. The units operated a total of
3,072 man hours which is considered highly efficient, however,
the three units proved inadequate to handle the volume of main-
tenance necessary to assure safe operation of aircraft at all air-
ports and landing fields used by flyers in South Carolina. Ad-
ditional units are to be added as soon as sufficient funds accrue
to permit purchase of equipment, operating expenses, and em-
ployment of operators.

National Aviation Legislation:

The Aeronautics Commission has represented South Carolina
at all regional and national conferences on matter of national
aviation legislation. The needs and wishes of South Carolina’s
pilots and airport operators were transmitted through the Com-
mission to South Carolina’s congressional representatives who
were instrumental in the passage of such legislation as that creat-
ing the Civil Aeronautcis Authority.

Youth Air Education: :

The Aeronautics Commission has manifest a definite interest
in youth air education and through their efforts seven model air-
plane clubs have been organized in the State and the clubs or-
ganized into a state-wide association. The Commission has al-
so undertaken to make a survey of all aviation subjects taught
in the schools and colleges in the State to the end that the youth
of South Carolina can participate in a national program to train
youths for careers in aviation.

DEXTER C. MARTIN, Director,
S. C. Aeronautics Commission.

Columbia, S. C.
Dec. 1, 1938.






