










The example below illustrates how the South Carolina Incident Based 
Reporting System (SCIBRS) handles differences in the way crimes are 
counted in a multiple incident situation. 

Incidents Victims 

#1 Victim #1 

Victim #2 

#2 Victim #1 

Victim #2 

Relationship Totals 

Premise Totals 

Weapon Totals 

Victim Totals 

-EXAMPLE-

Offenses 

Murder & 

Rape 

Rape 

Rape 

Murder & 
Rape 

Relationship 

stranger 

Stranger 

Daughter 

Spouse 

Murder Data 

2 

2 

2 

2 
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Weapons Premise 

Firearm Residence 

Firearm Residence 

Rape Data 

4 

2 

2 

2 



.---------------------------------DEFINITIONS---------------------------------, 

INDEX 

HIERARCHY 

INCIDENT 

VICTIM 

OFFENDER 

PERSONS 
ARRESTED 

The index, or crime index, consists of the figures used as 
indicators of the crime picture in a given jurisdiction 
(state, county, city). The index does not include counts of all 
crimes reported, but uses seven categories (murder, rape, 
robbery, aggravated assault, breaking or entering, larceny and 
motor vehicle theft) as pointers or indicators of the overall 
crime situation. Crimes in the index are counted according to 
their hierarchy position. 

The hierarchy, or crime hierarchy, assigns crimes in an order 
according to their seriousness. When using the hierarchy to 
obtain crime index figures, only the most serious category of 
crime is counted in any single criminal event. The hierarchy of 
the index is murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, breaking 
or entering, larceny, and motor vehicle theft. 

So, for example, if a criminal event includes both a murder and 
rape, only the murder will be counted in the index. 

An incident is a single criminal event. One incident may include 
several categories of crimes, multiple victims and multiple 
offenders. 

A victim, in this publication, is an individual person who has 
had a violent crime committed against him or her. (In other 
contexts, but not in this report, a business or organization may 
be described as a victim.) Victims, here, are described by age, 
sex, and race. 

An offender, in this publication, is a person who has committed a 
crime, but who may or may not have been arrested. Offenders are 
described to police by victims and witnesses of crimes by age, 
sex, and race. (Offenders are sometimes called subjects or 
suspects, but those terms are not used in this report.) 

A person arrested is someone who has been apprehended by law 
enforcement officers for committing one or more crimes. A 
juvenile is counted as a person arrested if he or she is 
apprehended or otherwise officially handled by law enforcement 
officers for committing one or more crimes, regardless of whether 
the juvenile is incarcerated or even formally charged. 
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