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Version 1 of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) reflects the first round of questions received by the SC
Rural Infrastructure Authority as it pertains to the new SC Infrastructure Investment Program (SCIIP). If
you do not see an answer to a question you may have submitted, it is because we are still working to
provide the responses. In some cases, we are seeking additional guidance on the federal requirements.
Additional FAQs will be published as needed to address your questions and assist you in project
development.

PROGRAM OVERVIEW FAQS

Eligible Applicants
1. Is my entity eligible if they have a delinquent audit?

Yes. However, RIA requires that a utility demonstrate viability. Thus, the applicant
should indicate how the delinquent audit will be addressed in a timely manner.

2. What if my entity does not own or operate the infrastructure but would like to apply for
a grant?

An applicant must be an owner or operator except a local government may apply on
behalf of a not for profit utility.

3. If we are a Tier lll County but serve 55,000 customers, could we apply for $500,000 in
RIA state grant funds towards local investment?

No. The primary eligibility criteria for RIA State grant funds is a utility serving 10,000 or
less in population.

4. Can a County apply on behalf of a Special Purpose District (SPD) or City utility? If they
can, does that mean the SPD or City cannot apply for their own project? The application
asks for our service population. Should it also ask Tier level of County in this section?

The county should only apply if they are the owner/operator of a utility (including
stormwater) or if applying on behalf of a not-for-profit water and sewer utility. The
county would use population as its service population for stormwater projects.

RIA already has the Tier level information and thus it is not needed in the application.

5. How would a local government apply on behalf of a utility? Does it require a joint
application or a letter of support?
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There should be some form of operating agreement or a letter of request from a not-
for-profit utility that an application be submitted by the local government on its behalf.

6. The size of the system +/- 30K is based on customers (people served) and not services?
Utility size is based on population served for the SCIIP program.

7. If a utility currently has an open RIA state grant, can they apply for another RIA state
grant to help with matching funds for the SCIIP funding?

Yes, if they are a utility with a service population of 10,000 or less.
8. Are there ways to do a public-private joint project?

A private entity is not eligible to receive SCIIP funds. However, they may contribute
funds as part of the local investment.

Eligible Activities

1. For potential stormwater projects, will those go through RIA or will they go through the
Office of Resilience?

SCIIP can fund stormwater projects under the Community Impact Grants. However,
projects may also be eligible for funding through other ARPA funded programs. Please
check with the Office of Resilience to determine eligibility.

2. Can SCIIP funds be spent to replace water meters?

Yes.

3. Can SCIIP funds be used to construct lateral lines (lines from main line to meter for
water projects and property line for sewer projects)?

Yes, as long as such work is conducted only on public property or easements.
4. Can SCIIP funds be used to construct lateral lines (lines from the meter to the house for
water projects and property line to the house for sewer projects) - in other words on

private property?

No, SCIIP funds cannot be used on private property.
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5. While smoke testing and televising of lines is an eligible activity under the Viability
Planning Grant; are they eligible as part of a project under the other set asides as grant
funded and/or match? And if match only, can it be allowed as a pre-agreement match
cost (meaning it has been done and can it count as match?)

Smoke testing and televising is typically done as part of a system assessment and thus
would not be eligible for SCIIP. Such work may qualify to be counted toward the local
investment. However, some televising is required as part of the project construction,
such as CIPP. Such activities, where required to undertake construction, are eligible.

Local Investment Eligibility

1. Can SRF principal forgiveness or loan funds (federal or recycled), EDA or USDA be used
for match?

Yes. SRF principal forgiveness or loan funds (federal or recycled), EDA or USDA may be
used as the local investment for a SCIIP project as long as it is the same project. Any
federal source of funds may be used as the local investment for SCIIP. We note that you
should verify with federal funders if you are planning to use SCIIP funds as a required
“match” for their program. You should also ensure that the timing of fund availability
will allow you to meet the SCIIP federal deadline requirement for expenditure.

2. Can RIA funds requested for the match be used for engineering?

No. RIA has historically used its funds for construction only and will continue the
requirement for funds used as the local investment for SCIIP.

3. |If a utility offers services across two counties, and one county is tier I/l and the other is
tier 11I/IV, how do we determine which grant criteria would apply? Note: the grant
application we would submit would only cover work completed in the larger county, so |
presume only the grant criteria for tier I/l is applicable.

The criteria for local investment would apply to the applicant not the county where the
project is located.
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Application Limits

1. Can we bundle water and sewer projects if they are not in the same area or are not
related?

Yes. Requests should not exceed $10 million for the Community Impact or Regional
Solutions grant categories. For each project component, a separate justification, cost
estimate and other documentation should be provided in the application.

2. If alocal government were to apply on behalf of a utility, would that application also be
considered in conjunction with the utility's own applications for the purposes of
multiple application considerations or would it stand on its own?

A local government may apply for a project as an owner/operator and also apply on
behalf of a non-profit. Each application would be considered on its own merits.

Timeline
1. Are there any time frames in regards to how quickly rights of way must be obtained in
relation to the application and award?

Acquisition and ROWSs should be acquired prior to the advertisement for construction
bids. In general, such acquisition should be timely in order to ensure that the federal
expenditure deadlines can be met.

2. With practically two months between now and the grant application deadline of
9/12/22, would there be a consideration of extending this deadline by at least one
month? We just completed the budget review and approval process with council's
second reading approval, and there have not been any allocations of additional funding
for the ARPA's grant 15% match. With new water and sewer rate increases, we would
like to have additional time to monitor the new revenue stream and determine how
much can the City commit financially.

3. At this time, we are not considering an extension of the deadline. However, if all funds
are not obligated during this funding round, there may be additional opportunities to

apply.
4. Can you share more information about how ARPA defines what needs to be completed

by the Federal Obligation deadline of Dec. 2024? We are interpreting this to mean we
have an agreed upon funding agreement / contract with RIA, finished the
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bidding/procurement process, and we have contracts in hand for the construction work.
Is this correct?

The ARPA December 31, 2024 deadline to have 100% of ARPA funds obligated refers to
a requirement that the state/RIA obligate such funds through a grant agreement by that
deadline.

5. Can you share more information about how ARPA defines the Federal Expenditure
deadline of Dec. 2026? We are interpreting this to mean we have spent all the grant
funding, match funding, and either have closed out the grant or about to close out the
grant?

The ARPA federal expenditure deadline of December 31, 2026 requires the state/ RIA to
expend its SCIIP funds by this date. While additional clarification will be provided to
grantees regarding these requirements, applicants should be able to demonstrate that it
can expend the federal funds and complete projects by this federal expenditure
deadline.

GRANT APPLICATION

1. If I am applying for a stormwater project and a state grant to assist with the local
investment, do | still need to complete the Viability Tool?

Only water/sewer utilities need to complete the viability tool. For other types of
projects, the applicant may submit the latest audit to demonstrate viability.

2. For the alternatives description that needs to be outlined in the SCIIP applications, do
we need to provide detailed cost estimates for the two other alternatives or just
narrative information on other alternatives evaluated? Also, can “no action” be one of
the two alternatives used?

A narrative explanation of the two alternatives considered and rationale are sufficient.
The two alternatives should be in addition to the project alternative selected.

3. It was briefly mentioned that NEPA / environmental review is not required as part of the
grant. Can you explain that a bit more of what we’d be expected to do, if anything at all?
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NEPA /environmental review requirements are not applicable to SCIIP but grantees
must comply with other environmental and permitting laws or regulations.

PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION

Project Selection

1. Will there be a certain number of grants awarded to each region?

While one goal of the program is geographic diversity, there is not a pre-determined
number of projects that will be awarded by region.

2. If you submit a grant application for $10M, could there potentially be a partial award or
either awarded for full amount or not at all?

RIA reserves the right to modify the funding request. However, any modification would
be discussed with the applicant in advance to ensure the project would still be feasible.
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