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Coastal Heritage Wins Notable State
Document Award

The fall 2023 issue of Coastal I—lnrifggn’l“lll/hn re the|

Wild Places Are: Captivating Carolina Bays,

was selected as one of 12 publications and websites
honored by the South Carolina State Library as

| Notable State Documents of 2023. |he Notable
State Documents Award calls attention to the most

informative documents produced by state agencies. Nominations were judged by a panel

of librarians and state employees based on designs, writing styles, and breadth of
information.

The annual awards program began in 1991 to recognize exemplary state publications,
honoring notable documents released in the previous year. The 2023 awards were
announced and presented on March 13, 2024, during a ceremony hosted at the South
Carolina State Library in Columbia, S.C.
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South Carolina State Library Director Leesa Aiken (left) gives a Notable State Document
Award to the Consortium’s Web Developer and Graphic Artist Crystal Narayana (middle)
and Executive Director Susan Lovelace (right) at the awards ceremony on March 13,
2024. Photo courtesy of Addison Frazier, South Carolina State Library.

Forested Wetlands Conference a
Success

The] Forested Wetlands of the Upper Estuary
conference was held March 5-7, 2024, in Charleston,
S.C. Nearly 120 participants discussed the state of
knowledge regarding tidally-influenced forested
wetlands (TFW) in the Southeast, Gulf of Mexico,
Pacific Northwest, and Australia in order to build an
understanding of information needs. Attendees
shared their research on ecosystem and ecological services provided by TFWs, cultural
identities related to this resource, cross-system management comparisons, and decision-
management frameworks.

The conference was sponsored by the] National Sea Grant Officeland co-hosted by the
ConsortiumJClemson University)|College of Charleston][U.S. Geological Survey] and[U.S]
|Forest Serwcel For more information, contact Brita Jessen/ Interdisciplinary Research and

artnerships lead, at (843) 953-6417 or[Amanda Guthrie} Coastal Climate and Resilience
specialist, at (843) 953-2097.

Photo courtesy of Ken Krauss, U.S. Geological Survey.

Consortium Assists City of Folly
Beach with Update to SLR Report

[Folly 2050: Planning for Water| a six-year update to
the City of Folly Beach Sea Level Rise Adaptation
Report, was recently published by Elko Coastal
Consulting, Inc. in collaboration with the Consortium
and the College of Charlestonf Lowcountry Hazards |
Consortium staff led the community
engagement efforts, developed a [Tidal Inundation and Asset Vulnerability map application |
and a|Flood Reporter survey,|and provided technical assistance in applying sea-level rise
data.

Adaptation actions identified in the report include those pertaining to building codes and
zoning, transportation, land management, drainage, septic, and engagement. Contact
[Landon Knaé g Coastal Resilience Program manager, at (843) 953-2091 o Amanda]
[Euinrie] Coastal Climate and Resilience specialist, at (843) 953-2097 for more
information.
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Stakeholders met in April 2023 to develop new recommendations for the plan update.
Photo courtesy of Emmi Palenbaum, S.C. Sea Grant Consortium.

Pilot Education Program Connects
Restoration with Fisheries

The Consortium is collaborating with the{S.C. Department of]
|Natural Resources| (SCDNR), the National Oceanic and
Atmospherlc Administration’s|Restoration Center| and other
partners to help students understand the interconnectivity
between coastal habitat restoration and recreational fisheries.
The two-year project is funded by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s[National Fish Habitail

| Partnership program]

In 2023, 180 students af Edith L. Frierson Moniessori Elemeniary School] a Title | school
on Wadmalaw Island, learned about the importance of oyster- and salt- marsh habitat
restoration and how these habitats are crucial to healthy fish populations. First, the
students participated in the Consortium-led|From Seeds to Shoreline® proqram|by

collecting Spartina alterniflora seeds, germinating the seeds, and growing the marsh grass
until it was ready for planting. Then they worked with SCDNR|S.C. Oyster Recycling and |

| Enhancement program ptaff to apply a cement coat to derelict crab fraps and used the

traps to construct oyster reefs. They built an oyster reef at Cherry Point boat landing on
Bohicket Creek and planted the marsh grass behind it to create a living shoreline. Finally,
the students’ experience culminated in fishing trips with partnering charter boat captains
and crabbers at previously restored habitats.

In 2024, the program will expand to include students at Burke High Schooljin Charleston,
providing habitat restoration and recreational fishing opportunltles 0 underrepresented
communities and fostering the next generation of natural-resources stewards. For more
information, contact Moréan Treon|, Marine Education Program assistant, at (843) 953-
2086.

Frierson Elementary School students explore an oyster bag to learn about the organisms
living in oyster reefs. Photo courtesy of Morgan Treon, S.C. Sea Grant Consortium.

Upcoming Events

2024 S.C. Sea Grant Consortium Research
Symposium, May 15-16, 2024 in Conway, S|C.
Poster session abstracts are due April 19.
Registration is open.

2024 Environmental Education Association of
South Carolina conference, June 20-22,
Spartanburg, S.C. Registration is open.
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Interested in coastal research, education, and outreach? Join our email list to
receive Consortium news, publication announcements,
and upcoming events!
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Feel free to forward this email to a friend or colleague.
Thank you!
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