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century seftlements in the project area. The
absence of prehistoric sites may be more directly
associated to the absence of any well defined bluff
areas overlooking drainages.

As previously mentioned, while there are
a number of architectural sites previously recorded
for the’ APE, none are situated on the project
corridor. In addition, all of the identified structures
have been previously determined by the State
Historic Preservation Office to be not eligible for
inclusion on the National Register.
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CONCLUSIONS

This study involved the examination of a
3.2 mile long transmission line corridor located
east of Cypress Swamp in the southern part of
Berkeley County, beginning just north of I-26 and
extending southward, into Dorchester County,
terminating just east of the town of Jedburg. The
project area is level, but does cross three
drainages. The soils in the project area are low
and generally poorly drained. The corridor is 70-
feet in width and will be used to erect poles about
70 to 80 feet in height.

Historic research reveals that while today
encompassing part of both Berkeley and
Dorchester counties, the area has historically been
primarily associated with Berkeley. lt exhibits
sparse settlement, probably the result of the low,
poorly drained soils and lack of large creeks. Even
the road system in the project area was developed
primarily in the mid- fo late-twentieth century.

Today the area is densely vegetated,
although one portion of the corridor skirts the
westerh edge of a capped landfill, now being used
as a private runway. Although the centerline of the
project was marked, portions of the corridor had
begun to grow back up at the time of this study.
The study incorporated the excavation of a single
transect of shovel tests along the centerline of the
project, being spaced every 100 feet. A total of
170 tests were excavated during the study.

The shovel tests revealed generally low,
somewhat poorly drained soils. No historic or
prehistoric artifacts were recovered in the survey
(except for a few clearly modern items, which were

discarded).

Although there are “islands” of higher
ground along this corridor, most of the area is low
and fairly distant from any well defined drainages.
Where the corridor does cross the three drainages,
there is no well defined bluff edge — making the

corridor unattractive for prehistoric occupation.
Even the edge effect of the survey corridor does
not seem to have been adequate to encourage
aboriginal settlement. We suspect that more
favorable locations are likely found to the west,
adjacent to Cypress Swamp.

Similarly, the failure to identify historic
remains is again most likely the result of the very
low elevation of the corridor. Historic maps fail to
reveal any settlements in the project area. During
the eighteenth century the edge of Cypress Swamp
was the chosen area for plantation development,
likely to take advantage of the inland swamp rice
cultivation. By the nineteenth century settlements
were moving away from swamp edges to either
deep water or to major roadways — neither of
which are present in the project area.

While no architectural study was included
in this project, a review of previous work reveals
that both Berkeley and Dorchester counties have
received comprehensive surveys. All of the 10
structures previously recorded within a mile of the
corridor have been previously determined not
eligible for inclusion on the National Register.

It is possible that archaeological remains
may be encountered in the corridor during
construction adtivities. As always, the utility’s
contractors should be advised to report any
discoveries of concentrations of arfifacts (such as
bottles, ceramics, or projectile points) or brick
rubble to the project engineer, who should in turn
report the material to the State Historic
Preservation Office, or Chicora Foundation (the
process of dealing with late discoveries is discussed
in 36CFR800.13(b)(3)). No further land altering
activities should take place in the vicinity of these
discoveries until they have been examined by an
archoeologist and, if necessary, have been
processed according to 36CFR800.13(b)(3).
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