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“Are We There Yet?”

- Four-year-old Harry Hammond, probably

We have learned about how Hammond prepared for and
traveled to Europe, but what did he do once he arrived?
Hammond’s European travel diary records visits by doctors
and different medications to try. However, his diary also
shows what he thought of Europe and demonstrates a great
interest in purchasing fine art and living in luxury.

Upon docking in Liverpool, the Hammond family’s
arrival was announced in several newspapers. They stayed at
Fenton’s hotel in London and just a few buildings away at 32
St. James Street, Hammond purchased the travel guide
Leigh’s New Picture of London. He recorded visiting
parliament several times, and even saw King William IV, whom
he described as “an old man of gentile appearance but rather
squat figure... his gate was a waddle, no dignity.”

Hammond left England for France and arrived in Paris on
August 26. He stayed at Le Meurice, a high-end hotel still in
operation today. Established in 1835, the hotel was meant to
cater to British tourists hoping for British comforts on the
European continent. Hammond’s diary is less vocal about
Paris, but he is complimentary of their next destination,
Switzerland. He wrote “all the mountain streams here ran this
beautiful green color, | have not observed this to the same
degree in our mountains.” After two weeks in Switzerland,
they made their way to Italy.
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Hammond visited Venice, Milan, Florence, Tivoli, and Rome. He wrote “the people of Italy are so
honest that to doubt their words or question a bill would not only be unjust but absurd.” At the
many museums he saw “all kinds of birds... fishes, insects... an Egyptian mummy, the jaws of a
hippopotamus, the leg of one of Hannibal’s Elephants” and more. Semi-complimentary of Italy, it
was here Hammond purchased many of his paintings and engravings, including the half-size copy
of the Transfiguration of Christ on display at Redcliffe.

As the Grand Tour was meant for the wealthy upper-class, Hammond’s marriage to Catherine
Fitzsimons and her wealth based on enslaved labor and cash crops made this trip possible. The
profits from his plantations covered their expenses, and the amount of money he spentin each
country is documented. In England where he stayed for 17 days, he spent $666.40. In France and
Switzerland, he spent $488.70 and $244.80 respectively. He also spent several thousand dollars
on paintings and engravings with a grand total for the trip of roughly $16,000. In comparison,
Hammond paid the overseer who managed his plantations, Mr. Love, an annual salary of $500.
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ARTIFACT OF THE MONTH

APOLLO DRIVING THE CHARIOT OF THE SUN

This painting is a copy of the fresco
L’Aurora (1614) originally painted by
Guido Reni (1575-1642). While the
copy artist is unknown, Reni painted
the original fresco on the ceiling of
the casino house at Palazzo
Pallavicini-Rospigliosi. The painting
depicts Apollo, Roman God of the
Sun following Aurora, the Goddess
of the Dawn. This copy at Redcliffe
was purchased by Hammond on his
European tour and is included on
his receipt list of paintings.

NEW INTERPRETER!

Hello! My name is Brendan Lindstrom, and I’'m the
new interpreter here at Redcliffe. I'm really
honored to be here interpreting stories and
history that are so important to how we
understand our past, our present, and even our
future here in South Carolina. | am originally from
Hilton Head Island, SC, and | attended the
University of South Carolina — Beaufort where |
earned a Bachelor of Arts in History. For the past
two years, | worked in Beaufort, SC with the
National Park Service as a Park Guide at
Reconstruction Era National Historical Park.
Reconstruction is a history not often told and less
often understood, and | am so excited to bring
what I've learned studying this important era to
Redcliffe.

While Reconstruction has been my focus these past two years, I’'m really excited to dig more into
Redcliffe’s Civil War connections and its 20th century history. One topic in particular I’'m
interested in exploring is the transition from slavery to freedom for enslaved people both here at
Redcliffe and in Aiken County more generally. I’'m reminded of the story of Prince Rivers, an
enslaved man who became the color sergeant of one of the first Black regiments in the U.S. Army
during the Civil War, the 1st South Carolina Volunteer Infantry. Rivers went on to found Aiken
County after the war, the only county in South Carolina founded during Reconstruction. He served
as a trial judge in Hamburg, SC, what is today North Augusta. Rivers’ story is one of many to be told
of African Americans’ experience in defining freedom for themselves in the aftermath of the Civil
War. There is so much to explore and talk about here at Redcliffe, | feel like I’'m only just scratching
the surface.




