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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Chairman Wes Hayes, Chairman, Commission on Higher Education 

From: Georges Tippens, Deputy Director and General Counsel, Commission on Higher Education 

Date:  November 18, 2022 

Subject: Proviso 117.140 of the 2022-23 General Appropriations Act 

 
As part of the General Appropriations Act of Fiscal Year 2022-23, the General Assembly raised the dollar 
threshold for projects to be considered permanent improvement projects under statute. For projects 
submitted by research institutions, the threshold rose from $1,000,000 to $5,000,000. For projects 
submitted by comprehensive or technical colleges, the threshold rose from $1,000,000 to $2,000,000. 
 
In addition to raising the thresholds, Proviso 117.140 includes a reporting component. By 
November 15, 2022, public institutions of higher learning were required to submit a report to you detailing 
the projects approved by their Board of Trustees that are valued between $1,000,000 and the higher 
thresholds.  
 
Attached, please find reports the agency received. 

https://twitter.com/SCCommHigherEd
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sc-che
https://www.instagram.com/sccommhighered/
https://www.facebook.com/SCCommHigherEdu/
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Project Budget Funding Source Board of Trustees Meeting Status 

Entrepreneurship Accelerator Program $ 4,300,000 E&G October 21, 2022 Approved 
South Campus Stormwater & Landscaping Improvements $ 1,500,000 E&G October 21, 2022 Approved 
Southern Green $ 1,200,000 E&G October 21, 2022 Approved 
Poe East End Storage Building $ 1,900,000 Athletics October 21, 2022 Approved 
PAW Journey at Reeves $ 1,500,000 Athletics October 21, 2022 Approved 
Edisto REC Discovery Heritage Center Renovation $ 1,600,000 PSA October 21, 2022 Approved 
Woodland Cemetery Pathway $ 3,500,000 E&G June 24, 2022 Approved 
Holtzendorff Hall Elevator Installation $ 1,700,000 E&G April 28, 2022 Approved 
Davidson & Reed Fields, Snow Family Complex $ 4,200,000 Athletics April 28, 2022 Approved 
Hendrix Center Eastside Food Court Additions/Upgrades $ 1,700,000 Auxiliary – Dining April 28, 2022 Approved 
Lowry Hydraulics Lab Renovation $ 2,400,000 E&G April 28, 2022 Approved 
Poe Indoor Practice Facility additions $ 4,900,000 Athletics February 2, 2022 Approved 
Hunnicutt Creek Restoration $ 4,900,000 E&G February 2, 2022 Approved 
Cherry Road/Old Stone Church Road & W. Cherry Road 
Intersection Improvements 

$ 1,000,000 E&G February 2, 2022 Approved 

R-10 parking lot addition $ 1,400,000 Auxiliary – Parking February 2, 2022 Approved 







Number Project Name Budget  Fund Source Date of Agency  BOT 
Approval Project Description  

1 Williams-Brice Stadium Elevator Addition  $         2,400,000  Athletic Capital 
Project Funds 15-Oct-21

Project Description:  The project designed and constructed a concrete elevator tower at the west side of the stadium, south of the press box, to connect the plaza level with the 200-level. The tower provides two 5000-pound elevators to 
facilitate access from the plaza to the suites and clubs at the 200-level. Five-thousand-pound elevators provide cabs that are approximately 6’-0” wide and 8’-4” deep and capable of comfortably transporting approximately12 passengers. 
The project also constructed an enclosed and conditioned elevator lobby at the plaza level. The concrete tower complements the existing elevator towers by matching the concrete finish and detailing.

2 Williams-Brice Stadium Stadium Concourse 
Expansion  $         2,300,000  Athletic Capital 

Project Funds 15-Oct-21

Project Description:  The project provided two areas of concourse expansion at the main level.  The larger expansion area extended the existing concourse westward toward the plaza and flanked the existing main elevator tower. This 
5000 square foot expansion is open-air and serves fans as an elevated deck and viewing area. The work included concrete concourse structure, guardrails, lighting, overhead fans, and a concession counter. The second smaller area of 
expansion extended the concrete concourse structure over the two existing switchback ramps taking advantage of open overhead space. The expansions over the ramps added 1000 square feet of concourse space for future use as an 
area for concessions and possible expansion of restrooms. 

3 High Performance Computing Data Center
Upfit 

3,800,000$          Institutional 
Funds 15-Oct-21 Project Description:  Upgrade structural, electrical, and mechanical infrastructure at an existing  2052 square foot data room to accommodate new High-Performance Computing (HPC) equipment to significantly increase the university’s 

computing capacity to specifically support the needs of research.  The project will also procure the HPC “cluster” of computing equipment. This project is currently on hold due to other emergent priorities.

4 Intramural Recreation Fields Site Development 
I, National Guard Road

4,850,000$         

 Wellness 
Reserves and 

Athletic Operating 
Funds 

9-Dec-21

The land will allow for the development of soccer, multi-use and softball recreation fields in stages as funding becomes available.  This first stage project will develop natural turf fields with lighting, irrigation, gravel parking, a modular off-
grid restroom building, and pave the dirt road presently accessing the land. Utility infrastructure will include electricity for field lighting and information technology cabling for cameras and call boxes.  Land beyond the intramural fields will 
be rough graded for additional fields to be developed in future phases. Other portions of the land are currently used for Athletics’ golf practice and is planned for expanded golf practice in a future separate project in accordance with 
Athletics’ priorities. Notably, the development of these fields will enable the termination of a lease with the National Guard for use of two fields on their property near Bluff Road.  The savings of this annual lease cost of $215,000 can be 
applied to annual maintenance costs of the new fields being developed on university property. 

5 Jones PSC Second Floor Research Lab Suite 
Upfit 

4,900,000$         
 Institutional 

Capital Project 
Funds 

17-Mar-22
The project will gut the south wing and reconfigure it to create a large and interdisciplinary research lab space with many rows of benches for multiple researchers to work collaboratively. This design will reflect a new paradigm for 
research labs at USC and embraces state-of-the-art thinking for research environments. Other shared lab support spaces will include preparation rooms with equipment including numerous fume hoods, researcher offices, and 
workspaces for assistants.  The renovation will completely replace the mechanical and electrical distribution systems serving the renovated area and will also continue the effort to eradicate asbestos from the building.

6 Maxcy College Bathroom Maintenance 
Renovation

4,850,000$         
 Housing 

Maintenance 
Reserve 

17-Mar-22 The project will investigate and repair wood flooring deterioration near bathrooms where exposure to moisture over many decades has caused deterioration of wood subflooring and wood floor structure. The project will also replace 
plumbing pipes and bathroom finishes and fixtures as required.

7 War Memorial Renovation 4,500,000$         
 Institutional 

Capital Project 
Funds 

17-Mar-22

The project will address numerous maintenance concerns associated with exterior walls, steel windows, and system replacements for mechanical, plumbing, and electrical infrastructure.  Life safety will be enhanced by adding a new 
egress stair to provide a second means of egress at the second floor and by adding a sprinkler system to the building. Accessibility requirements will be accommodated with the addition of an elevator and new restrooms.  The current 
occupants from the Communications Department will be relocated so that the War Memorial can return to a more public and ceremonial use for events and serve as a memorial.  Even though new programmatic elements will be added 
such as a stair, elevator and new restrooms, the utmost care will be exercised to ensure the architectural integrity is not diminished in the process of the renovation.  

8 Wardlaw College Exterior Maintenance 
Renovation

4,500,000$         
 Institutional 

Capital Project 
Funds 

17-Mar-22

The project will primarily replace non-historic windows that are no longer functioning as a weather-tight seal. The windows lack a weep system and proper flashing which has allowed moisture to intrude into and damage interior plaster 
walls over an extended period.  Caulking has failed and a detailed assessment by a restoration consultant has recommended replacement of the windows.  Other project work will include exterior stucco repair, re-caulking, and repainting 
the entire exterior. The basement has been subject to flooding due to improper site grading and inadequate piped drainage systems. Damage to interior plaster will be repaired once new windows are installed and the envelope is 
watertight.

9 Blatt PE Center Roof Replacement 2,600,000$         
 Institutional 

Capital Project 
Funds 

17-Mar-22 The project will entirely remove the existing 81,000 square foot flat roof system and replace it with a new roof system.  The scope of work will include replacing and increasing the rigid insulation thickness to increase energy efficiency.  All 
flashing at parapets and mechanical curbs will be replaced.  The new roof will have a twenty-year warranty with an expected service life in excess of the warranty term.

10 300 Main Street Roof Replacement 1,850,000$         
 Institutional 

Capital Project 
Funds 

17-Mar-22 The project will entirely remove the existing 60,000 square foot flat roof system and replace it with a new roof system.  The scope of work will include replacing and increasing the thickness of rigid insulation to increase energy efficiency.  
All flashing at penthouses, parapets and mechanical curbs will be replaced.  The new roof will have a twenty-year warranty with an expected service life in excess of the warranty term.

11 Thornwell Annex Maintenance Renovation 1,650,000$         
 Institutional 

Capital Project 
Funds 

17-Mar-22

The project to renovate the Annex is catalyzed by the forthcoming renovation in the residential portion of the building. Certain life safety and architectural improvements being implemented by the Housing project must be continued 
through the Annex since the entire Thornwell College building functions as one structure from a building code perspective. These improvements include the installation of a fire sprinkler system and the removal of a non-historic fire 
escape serving the Annex that will no longer be required following the installation of a sprinkler system.  The main air handlers are aged and will be replaced. The installation of the sprinkler system will require removal and replacement of 
ceilings.  Lastly, the Annex has suffered from floor settlement and the renovation will offer the opportunity to continue repairs to strengthen and level the floor structure as needed. The project budget will absorb the cost of temporary staff 
relocation.

12 Columbia Hall Envelope Maintenance 
Renovation

1,300,000$         
 Housing 

Maintenance 
Reserve 

17-Mar-22

The project will further investigate serious cracking in the brick masonry veneer on the building and will prescribe and make repairs. Cracking can be caused by subtle differential settlement or thermal expansion that is not relieved with 
expansion joints.  Expansion joints were often not employed on older masonry veneer buildings and cracking such as what is seen at Columbia Hall is not uncommon. Repairs are expected to replace cracked bricks, repoint mortar joints, 
introduce thermal expansion joints, and add mechanical metallic anchors to reinforce the connection of the masonry veneer to the structural substrate. The parapet will also receive reinforcement. The project includes the cost of 
scaffolding which is nearly one quarter of the project budget.  The project also includes a substantial contingency for discovery of unknown conditions.
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13 McClintock / Wade Hampton Roof 
Replacements

1,275,000$         
 Housing 

Maintenance 
Reserve 

17-Mar-22 Project Description:  The project will remove the existing aged roofs and replace them with new roof systems to include flashing and improved rigid insulation for energy efficiency.  The new roof will provide a twenty-year warranty with an 
expected service life in excess of the warranty.

14 Williams-Brice Stadium Waterproofing  $         1,050,000  Athletic Operating 
Funds 17-Mar-22 This project continues recurring waterproofing maintenance at Williams-Brice Stadium.  The work will provide a waterproof coating overlay on the lower and upper west-side seating decks.  The coating will cover 

stair risers, vomitories, and seating platforms.  Work will include minor concrete surface repairs and replacement of caulk and expansion joint materials as required.

15 Wellness Center Natatorium Mechanical 
System Replacement

2,500,000$          Wellness 
Reserves 16-Sep-22 The project will replace an aged and non-functional mechanical unit, referred to as a “PoolPak” to control humidity and temperature. Mechanical units serving indoor pools are specialized and critically important to control the interior 

humidity level to avoid mold and mildew and to exchange air to exhaust chemical smells in the air. 

16 East Energy Plant Equipment Replacements 4,900,000$          Institutional 
Funds 16-Sep-22

The project will replace the aged #4 chiller and #4 cooling tower at the East Energy Plant. The priority to replace this equipment is coordinated with capital renewal needs sourced from the recent Utility Master Plan (UMP).  Replacement 
of this equipment will produce operational cost savings resulting from improved energy efficiency. New equipment will also enhance reliability, increase system capacity, and reduce costly maintenance and replacement parts which are 
becoming difficult to procure for the older equipment. 

17 USC Aiken Center for Student Success 
Renovation 

1,500,000$          Institutional 
Funds 16-Sep-22

The project will create a Center for Student Success within the Library by renovating and repurposing 6000 square feet. Space will be reconfigured to provide two classrooms, offices for academic counselors and a computer help desk 
occupied by information technology staff to resolve technical problems that students may encounter. The project will include renovation of mechanical and electrical systems to support the reconfiguration. Classrooms will be upfitted with 
audio and visual technology. 

18 USC Aiken Recreation and Athletic Field 
Sitework Infrastructure

1,750,000$          Institutional 
Funds 16-Sep-22 The sitework will create a paved entry boulevard for accessing new parking areas that will serve the new fields. The work will provide site utilities such as storm drainage, sanitary sewer for future restrooms, and electrical infrastructure 

for lighting of roadways, parking, and fields. The forthcoming fields, to be developed in separate projects, will be available for intramural recreation but may be improved later for Athletics competition. 

19 Wardlaw College Roof Replacement- Project 
Budget Increase

1,100,000$         
 Institutional 

Capital Project 
Funds 

16-Sep-22

The portion of the building involved with this project is the main central area which has a built-up roof with a gravel ballast system that is approximately 40 years old and at the end of its serviceable life. The area of the roof to be replaced 
is approximately 27,000 gross square feet. The project will provide a new modified-bitumen roof, new rigid insulation and will include the replacement of all associated roof flashing at the parapet and roof-mounted mechanical equipment 
and piping. The new roof system will provide a twenty-year warranty. The project was bid in 2022 and the bids were well in excess of the approved budget. Based on the bids, the new budget requested for approval is $1,100,000.  The 
original budget and the $300,000 of additional funds are also Institutional Capital Project Funds.

20 West Energy Plant Chiller Replacement- 
Project Budget Increase

3,600,000$         
 Institutional 

Capital Project 
Funds 

16-Sep-22

The project will replace a centrifugal 1600-ton chiller with a new energy efficient centrifugal 2000-ton chiller at the West Energy Plant facility. The act of removing the existing chiller and replacing it will require modification to the exterior 
wall of the plant. In 2020, the university funded a Master Utility Plan for the Columbia campus. An external mechanical and electrical engineering firm, working with university energy staff, inspected, assessed, and reported findings, to 
make recommendations related to critical and routine energy and utility infrastructure maintenance needs. The Master Utility Plan has been completed and the findings are guidance for prioritizing infrastructure projects such as this one. 
The project was bid in 2022 and the bids were well in excess of the approved budget. Based on the bids, the new budget requested for approval is $3,600,000.  The original budget and the $500,000 of additional funds are Institutional 
Capital Project Funds.
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15 November 2022 

 

Chairman Wes Hayes 
SC Committee on Higher Education 
1122 Lady Street, Suite 400 
Columbia, SC 29201 

 

Ref:  Proviso 117.140 

 

Dear Chairman Hayes, 

The Citadel has one project that was approved by our Board of Visitors per Proviso 117.140. 

• H09-N178-PD  Stevens Barracks Window Replacement-$1,500,00- BOV approved on 4 
Aug 2022 

Thank you for your continued support of The Citadel. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

CAPT Jeffrey D. Lamberson, Retired, USN 
Vice President of Facilities & Engineering 

 

 















 

 
 
 
 

 
 
November 18, 2022 
 
Mr. Wes Hayes, Chairman 
c/o Mr. Georges Tippens, Deputy Director 
The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education 
1122 Lady Street, Suite 400 
Columbia SC 29201 
 
Re: Proviso 117.140 reporting 
 
 
Dear Chairman Hayes, 
 
In accordance with Proviso 117.140 included in the current South Carolina Appropriations Act 
the below information is included for your information for Winthrop University. 
 
Winthrop University does not have any projects that are subject to the Proviso. The only projects 
we have submitted have either been State Appropriations or State Capital Reserve funded or 
project that are over $2mil. 
 
Please let me know if any additional information or clarification is needed. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Grigg 
Associate Vice President for Facilities 
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