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THE OUTBREAK 
OF 1995 
• Since this current outbreak 
began in January of 1995, the 
beetle has killed over $126 
million dollars worth of timber 
in South Carolina. 

• Enough timber to build 26,000 
average-sized family houses has 
been destroyed by the beetle. 

• Timber loss in 1995 to the 
beetle, in comparison, is nearly 
I I 12th the value of timber de­
stroyed by Hugo. 

• For each beetle infested acre 
that is controlled, an additional 
2.5 to 4 acres of uninfested pines 
are protected. 

• Because southern pine beetles 
infest individual trees in such large 
numbers and kill them in less than 
a week, they advance before the 
killed trees turn brown, making it 
difficult to get ahead of an infesta­
tion. Landowners should 

Southern Pine Beetle 
Outbreak Zone 

frequently check pine timber for 
signs of beetle attack. Look for 
reddish-brown needles, and pitch 
tubes of resin about the size and 
color of small pieces of popcorn 
on the trunk of the tree. 

• The SPB is about half the size 
of a grain of rice and reddish­
brown to black in color. 

SITUATION TO DATE: 

1995 was the worst SPB 
outbreak recorded in South 
Carolina history ($1 07 million 
in loss). Winter of 95-96 was 
worst for recorded losses during 
dormant season in S.C. ($18.8 
million in loss). Worst previous 
single year of loss in S.C. was 
1973 when $13.6 million worth 
of pines were killed. 

METHODS OF CONTROL: 

The best control method is to 
harvest and remove from the 
property the beetle infested 
trees plus a buffer of green trees. 
If a salvage cut is not possible 
because of degrade, small vol­
ume or difficult access, the "cut 
and leave" method can be used 

to achieve control. Infested 
trees plus a green buffer are 
felled toward the spot center 

and left in place. In either case, 
it is vitally important that con­
trol action be taken as rapidly 
as possible. 
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the problem areas? 
Of the 22 counties in outbreak 
status, 7 counties in northwest­
ern S.C. have 75% of the loss in 
this outbreak. They are Ander­
son, Laurens, Abbeville, 
Oconee, Pickens, Greenville, 
and Union. 

Infested pines are worth much 
less than green pines. The 
value declines rapidly with time 
after infestation. The most 
important consideration for the 
landowner is to rapidly get 
infested timber removed or 
felled. For pricing information, 
contact a forestry professional. 

Urt (i(!Lt •Southern pine 
beetles kill trees in spots. • Adult 
females originate attacks on 
pines. After boring through the 
bark they emit a pheromone or 
sex attractant which lures both 
males and additional females to 
the attacked trees. • They then 
mate and construct winding 
galleries in which they 
lay eggs. Larvae hatch 
and feed in the inner 
bark. •Trees are killed 
by the gallery construc­
tion and by the feeding of 
larvae. The insects also intro­
duce a fungus called bluestain 
into attacked trees which plugs 
the water transport system and 
hastens tree death. •Southern 
pine beetles can complete their 
life cycle in 28 days during the 
summer months after which the 
next generation emerges to 
attack additional trees. 
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• The South Carolina Forestry 
Commission flies 3-5 aerial 
surveys each year during out­
breaks. After flying we deter­
mine ownership of spots and 
contact affected landowners. 
Landowners in the infestation 
area are advised to periodically 
check their pines for damage. 

• Governor Beasley has formed 
a Salvage Council to unite all 
efforts to control the beetle. 

• Landowners experiencing 
problems with the SPB are 
advised to contact the South 
Carolina Forestry Commission, 
or a Consulting or Industry 
Forester to assist them in 
control. 

• Anderson County has suffered 
the greatest loss as the beetles 
have killed 27% of the sawtim­
ber-sized pines in the county. 
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•• 
For every ton of wood a forest 
grows, it removes I. 46 tons of 
carbon dioxide from the air and 
replaces it with 1.07 tons of 
oxygen! 

An acre of trees can remove 
about I 3 tons of dust and gases 
from the surrounding environ­
ment every year. 

Trees are South Carolina's leading 
cash crop. For example, in 1993, 
forest products returned over $63 I 
million to landowners. The next 
closest crop, tobacco, produced 
$186 million in the same year. 

The forest products industry is 
South Carolina's third largest 
manufacturing industry employ­
ing over 50,000 residents and 
contributing $5.6 billion annually 
into the state's economy. 

The Environmental Building News 
states that wood is preferred over 
steel in construction framing. ''The 
low energy requirements for 
processing it into lumber and the 
minimal pollution from such 
processing are big advantages." 

Forests occupy approximately 
two-thirds ( 12.6 million acres) of 
South Carolina's land area. 

Americans used an average of 
749 pounds of paper per person in 
1994. 

Seventy-two percent (72%) of 
the forest land in South Carolina 
is owned by private landowners. 

For assistance contact: 

Abbeville R.J. Counts 

Aiken Tom Suit 

Allendale John Miller 

Anderson Kirk Weyman 

Bamberg Walt Woodrum 

Barnwell Tom Suit 

Beaufort Pete Stuckey 

Berkeley William Johnson 

Calhoun WaltWoodrum 

Charleston William Johnson 
upper 

Charli~~~r George Chastain 

Cherokee Jim Brooks 

Chester Crosby Rice 

Chesterfield Kenny Robertson 

Clarendon Woody Haynes 

Colleton Tony Gunter 

Darlington Marvin Colson 

Dillion Roger Stallard 

Dorchester George Chastain 

Edgefield Bill Moody 

Fairfield Crosby Rice 

Florence Howard McNair 

Georgetown Lynn Leclair 

Greenville Paul Dulin 

Greenwood R. J. Counts 

Hampton Pete Stuckey 

Horry Lois Edwards 

Jasper Pete Stuckey 

Kershaw Bob Ford 

Lancaster Richard Harms 

Laurens Posey Copeland 

Lee Ben Fishburne 

Lexington Phil Stone 

McCormick R. J. Counts 

Marion Roger Stallard 

Marlboro Marvin Colson 

Newberry Lonnie Nelson 

Oconee John Little 

Orangeburg Brad Bramlett 

Pickens Skip Burnette 

Richland Phil Stone 

Saluda Bill Moody 

Spartanburg Cecil Campbell 

Sumter Ben Fishburne 

Union Cecil Campbell 

Williamsburg Lynn Leclair 

York Jim Brooks 

459 2337 

648 4911 

259 3373 

225 970 I 

534 3543 

648 4911 

943 3915 

899 2221 

534 3543 

899 2221 

538 7977 

684 4311 

635 4941 

623 2188 

435 2463 

538 7977 

479 445 I 

423 3722 

538 7977 

637 6555 

635 4941 

662 5571 

382 8761 

467 7420 

459 2337 

943 3915 

248 5810 

943 3915 

432 3181 

285 2221 

984 7511 

494 8488 

926 1639 

459 2337 

423 3722 

479 445 I 

276 3823 

638 2162 

534 3543 

878 6134 

935 7420 

637 6555 

585 2396 

494 8488 

585 2396 

382 8761 

684 4311 


