MANAGEMENT SUMMARY OF
ARCHAEOLOGICAL DATA RECOVERY
 EXCAVATIONS AT 38CH927,
| ~ JERVEY PLANTATION, |
~ CHARLESTON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA

CHICORA RESEARCH CONTRIBUTION 302




© 2001 by Chicora Foundation, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, transmitted, or transcribed in any form or by
any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise without prior
permission of Chicora Foundation, Inc. except for brief quotations used in reviews. Full
credit must be given to the authors, publisher, and project sponsor.




MANAGEMENT SUMMARY OF
ARCHAEOLOGICAL DATA RECOVERY
EXCAVATIONS AT 38CH927,
- JERVEY PLANTATION,
CHARLESTON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA

_. Prep_are& _By:_ Lo
Micl'iaé] Trinl?léy, P]n.:D. .

SR Prepared For:
-~ Mr Walter Mueller
" Charleston National =~ .-
1201 National Drive .~ .~ -
Mount Pleasant, SC 29466 .~ . -

CHICORA RESEARCH CONTRIBUTION 301

Chicora Founda.tion, Ine.

PO Box 8664

Columbia, SC 29202-8664:
803/787-6910

Email: chicora@beusou’c}l.net

www.c}ﬁcora.org

August 18, 2000

This report is printed on permanent paper «




ABSTRACT

This report provi&es pteliminary data on
excavations at 38CH927, the remains of an eighteenth
and nineteenth century plantation main settlement. The
site is situatecl at the northern eclge of the existing

Charleston National Golf Course. A portion of the site -
is within a greenspacec]. area.on that property, while the’
_ remainder is 'on an unclevelopecl parcel which: is slated

for residential Jf_evelopmen’c _i)y Charleston Natwnal_.
The’ investigations . were conc[uctecl lay Chicora

- '_ Foundation during July and August, 2000 for Mr.
Walter Mueﬂer 0{: Charles’con National Properl:les Tl‘us._

~ wo rla was pIOPOSEd an& approve CL unc].er_ ]

" Memorandum of A,c_;ree:fr_lerrt~ (MOA) with the Office of
Océah and Coastal Reserurces .Max_la'.gément' (OCRM)

This ‘site was initially ‘recorded by a-

Broclemgton and Assoma’ces survey conducted in 1087,
. at wl'ucll time the: portion of the site on the proposecl
golf course tract was greenspacecl under 1:116_3 OCRM
MOA. A s.u]:»seqﬁén’t survey 1)y Cllicbra F_ouric_lation .for
Centex Homes icle_ntiﬁecl a weéi_:warcl extension of this
site, not previbusly goverecl Ly"l:l'le MOA. Again assessed

by the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), the

site’was found to be eligible for inclusion on the
National Register. With the acquisition of the property
l:ly Charleston National it was su]:sumed under their
pre- ex1s’c1ng MOA.

A data recovery plan was submitted to the
SHPO on April 17, 2000 and approved on May 5,
2000. This plan called for an initial phase of dlose
interval auger testing to determine artifact
concentrations which migl'ﬂ: guicle the £ollowing block
excavations. Afterwards, and clepending on what had
been i&entiﬁed, the plan called for limited stripping.
Prior to the feld investigations the site was bush
hogged, a survey grid was established, and a site
topograpl'lic map at 1-foot contours was created.

An auger survey was then conducted, with 10-
inch auger tests at 25-foot intervals over an area

measuring 275 feet north-south ]Jy 5175 feet east-west.

This yielded a total of 264 test points. The artifacts
resulting from these tests identified a very large, but

ense concentration at the western edge of the site,
which appeare& to comsist of two discrete structures. A
third concentration, thought fo represent a tl-m-cl )
structure, was found £urt11er to the west '

" The s_ul)sequeht hand excavation included 550 _
square feet at what was identified as the main house at .
the center of the site, 400 squai:e'feef at what was

identified as\t]ae. kitchen area on ’cl‘:e_west e'clgé of the
' site,_ana 200 square fest at what was identified as a

slave structure at the east edge of ’cl'le-_site. An additional
100 square ‘fee’c of excavation was cbnc{uctecl at another’

: a.rt1£act concentra’clon, 13u1: 1:1'118 area ‘was {ounzl to }Je

1’1eav11 &15{711]:1]6& ancl no a&dlhonal excavatmns were | :

conclucte& in that area. At the conelumon of the 131001::

" excavations, an additional 410 square feet. were stnpped

in ’che vicinity of the slave structure, using a backhoe. o
As’ a result, the to‘cal excavation consisted of 1,660 _
square feet (1 250 square feet of hancl excavation ancl

410 square feet of mechamze& excavahon)

This Worlz revealed a main house measuriné _
ai:proximately 20 feet north-south ]::y 40 feet ‘east-west.
The eastern two-thixds of the structure had l}een robbed
out prior to that portion of the site going into
cultivation, prol:al:ly in the ea.rly twentietl'l century. The
western third of the founclation, however, was in
excellent condition. The structure appears to represent
a tl'lrougll-l'xal] plan with one room either side of the
central hall. The structure was lil?ely {'rarne, two-stories,
and had interior cl’ximneys on the ga.lale ends. The xoof
was wood shingle. Interior finishes included two-coat
plaster, some painted specimens of which were
recovered. This structure burned, and as previously
men‘l:ionecl, was later removed so as not to hinder
cultivation. The artifact assem])lage from this area is
dominated by architectural remains, primarily nails and
melted window g}ass.

To the west is the posited kitchen area.




Although no coherent structural remains were |
encountered (post holes were commony), the artifact
asseml:lage includes Jense bone and other Litchen trash.

To the east was identified a grouncl-fast
structure measuring 24 feet north-south by 18 feet
east-west. The structure lacks any recognizalale hearth )
area or doorways, but appears very similar to other
eighteenth century slave structures i:ypicaﬂy described as
wall-trench. In the case of this structure no wall trench
survives, perhaps because of extensive plowmg
Nevertheless, the building is outlined by a series of 29 -

ecogruza}:le post l-mles The artifact assem]alage from '
this ‘area, whlle sparse, s con51stent with a slave

clweumg

. At_'tlle cbnqiusion of the work the excava:tioné"
were covered wﬂ:h plastic and the side walls balked. This
management summary is prow&ecl as an initial phase of_
B report productmn, in order to aﬂow Charleston Nahonal
Properties to acquire necessary lam:l c]lsturbance permits
) and procee& with clevelopment actw:tles A professmnal o
. 'monograph is currently in prepara.tlon

ii
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INTRODUCTION

Project Background

: During the initial survey in 1987, site
~ 38CH927 was found to represent a historic eighteenth

and nineteenth century planta’clon complex The site
area, at that time measuring al:out 200 feet north-
south 13y 100 feet east- west, was cen’ceret‘l at 615900E
and 3637410N. Tts primary surface feature: appears to

'have been a brick chimney fall, although a series of 73 -
shovel . tests .and three" ]udgementaﬁy placecl units

2 procluce& an mza]:le coﬂec’clon O'f cera.mws, glass, ancl

:naJIS (38CH927 Srl‘.e file, SCIAA). The mean date for

‘ ._ ) the recovered cerarmcs was 1803, 1‘|:h0ug11 J.ates asr o
_ early as 1799 and as late ag 1814 were reportecl'

. (Broclzmgton et a.l 1987:63).

Brockmgton g stucly suggested ’cl-lat the N
. encountered portion of the site mlgl‘.lt represent a slave

. settlement — based on’ an artifact ‘pattern lleayy in

: l::i‘l:chef_x remains .and, containing a relatively low

prqportibp of architectural artifacts: In addition, the °

presence of Colono ware ceramics suggested to the

authors a slave component - "The. authors ohserve ’cha’c )

otller Portlons of the Plan‘l:atlon, 1nc1uc11ng perl‘na.ps the

main house " may lie to the east, outside the tract"

(Brocleington et al. 1987:70).

The origina] Chaxleston National stucly also
collected oral history concerning the site, a portion of
which is Worthy of repeating:

One informant, Mrs.  Porcher
Leopolcl of the nearl:y Stratton Place
lmuse, was familiar with the site. She
repori:ed that, when she was a child,
the house, although empty, was still
stancling. She also recalled other
structures, inclu&ing slave houses, in

. Murs. Leopolcl

surface collected the area years ago

the plantation v

.when it was a plowecl field, and she
has an extensive coﬂection, inclucling
French and - Enghsl'l gunﬂlnts,_
"Prosser buttons, and Ch1nese expor(:
porcelain (Broclzmgton et al.

1987:70).

Site SSCHQZT was recommenclecl as e11g11)1e o
for 1ncluslon on. the Natlonal Regls’cer of Historic
Places and this opinion was concurrecl with })y the State_ -
Historic. Preserva_tmn Office (SHPO) As a result a

' Merhorar;&ufn of Agreemeni_: was prepare& spe’cifying :

- __tlla.t t_l'le site (or th'at portion on the Charleeto'n__“ ; o
National tract) could ‘either be avoided or, if mot.

_ 'possﬂ)le, excava.tecl (the mgnecl agreement was . .

" transmitted to the S.C, Coastal Counil (toclay the
" Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management-or .
OCRM) on Apn] 11, 1988 (lef:ter from Dr. Patricia - =

' Cncﬂe]aaugh to Mr. Fritz Aichele). Although a
preserva‘hon plan was to be submitted to the SHPO, -~

none has }Jeen identified. Nevertheiess, the site . wag - :

B.HOWEC]. to rema.ln WOD&BJ

In March 1996 Chicora Foundation was
reqliestecl to conduct an arcllaeélogical ,survey'of the .
tract adjacent to 38CHO27 for possible development by
Centex Homes (Trinkley 1996). This survey
signiﬁcantly increased the size of the site, so that its
central UTM coordinates were set at [615940
N3637400 and the site was estimated to encompass an
area measuring 450 feet east-west by at least 250 feet
north-south. Altl'lougl'x the southern }Joundary, which
extencls O{'E ’clle survey tract, lnas not been estalalislje(l,
the site as it was recorded ]3y this suLsequent survey

included about 2.6 acres.!

! The Chareston National Golf Course survey
found that materials associated with the plantation extended
at least 100 feet south of the transmission line (Brockington
et al. 1987:Figure 34).
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INTRODUCTION

Surface visibility to the west of Stratton Place
road was good and a dense scatter of brick remains was
found covering an area measuring about 100 feet in
diameter: Surroun&ing tl'lis, however, brick rubble was
still common and even extended north an additional
100 feet. To the west, at the edge of the golf course,
was an area of shell, heavily obscured l:y vegetation.

Recovered frpm the Chicora survey were 57
historic_: specimens, primarily materials from the late_
. ) eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Although the
collection is small, there were 20 ceramics suitable for
mean ceramic '.da.tmg These ylelc}. date of 1800.5
which very mcely replwates the mean clahng prevxously
suggestecl for t11e sfce (Tnnfz ey 1996 Ta]:)le 3)

_ , Aﬂer the Chwora survey Centex Homes. e
' _clechned to. develop the area of 38CH927 - and

-development activities were 1n1’c1a’ced }Jy Charleston' '

' Nahonal Properties. The: survey report was su]‘;mlﬁ:ecl to

tl'le SHPO, who concun:ecl that 38CH927 was ellglljle . .
and. tllat clata. recovery. could be concluctecl under the S

existing MOA (IeH:er from Ms. Valerle. Mareil, SHPO

to Ms. Barbara Neale, OCRM dated Marck 7, 2000.

: C}ncora Founcla.tmn was reques’tea Ly Charleston

'Natlonal to prepare a data- Tecovery plan, wl‘ucll ’clley
approved on April 5, 2000. This plan was su]asequently

' _ su]:mﬁ-l:ecl to the State H1stor10 Preservahon Office for

review on ApnI 17, 2000 The plan was approved on.

. May 5, 2000.

: Investigations began at the site on July 10 and
" continued through August 1, 2000. A total of 851 -

.person hours were devoted to field investigations over
tlae three and a half week peno& with a crew of from five
to seven individuals (mcluclmg the PI, Dr. Michael
Trinkley, and crew of Mr. Tom Covington, Ms. J1ll
Langenlaerg, Ms. Donna Rogers, Ms. Heather Sinnott,
Ms. Angela Vincent, and Ms, Amy Weaver). An
additional 14 hours of field lab time was devoted to the

project during rain perio&s.

Research Ohrientation

One of the best sources available to understand
the historic context of 38CH927 is the economic
history of the region preparecl IJy Dr. Michael
" Scardaville in Brocleington et al. {1985:24-78). In

pa.rticular, Scardaville suggests that Christ Church
Parish, during the late antebellum, was suﬁexing a
severe economic recession. Kice, largely focused on the
Wando River, was Leing abandoned as it became clear
that the area's high salinities and unpredictal)le flow
made rice cultivation economically unpre&ictal)le.z
Cotton, which contributed greatly to the economic well-
lnelng of the sea island planters, was never a significant
crop on Christ Church plantahons Truck farmmg,' .
while v very important in the postbeﬂum, was of only :
limited importance during 1_:11e ante]‘:eﬂum. ‘

Scarda\ﬁﬂé founcl, however, that plar.ltérs_.

turned _increasingly to ranching as a"ecqnomie_
- alternative to- cash crops. While output decreased: for 7
' S'L‘l(‘.ll proclucts as oats, Trish - ancl sweet. po‘tatoes, and

‘}Jutter, the value of llves’cocle l)etween 1850 and 1860

increased by 120%, -cormn procluctlon (used as_feecl) .
increased ]Jy nearljr 45%, wool'-prodi_:_.c’cioﬂ increased Ly '

'126% and the value of anﬁnals slauéhterecl xﬁcreasécl B

from $0in 1850 to $5,270 in 1860. Scardaville notes

- that "with a reacl:ly ava.ﬂable marl:eet across the Cooper
Rlver, rancl'nng, combined with some truck {armmg, S

’ provulec}. the 'PB.IIS].’I with a mo&es_‘l: means of suppor*c -: i -
- _(Broclemgton et al 1985 41).

Tlns ineans of support, however, was coupled
W11:1'1 a graclual decline in sla.ve popula’clon In Chnst

Church Parish the number of slaves fell jf‘rom 3,585 7

1850 to 2,546 in 1860, a 29% decrease. Wl'ule slave’

holclmg was still an essential 1ngrecllenl in the economy -,
of Christ Cl‘turch the face of the plantatlon was
cilanging on the eve of the Civil War. '

These economic and social c}la.nges — their

2 Peter A. Coclanis (1989:141) also points out that
profi{‘s from dce everywl-xere in South Caroli_na were cleclining
precipitously, frequently clipping into negative returns and
rarEIy Provicling more than a 1% return on investment.

3 Moreover, cotton prices plw’nmeted in the second
Lalf of the 1820s and didn't recover until 1832. Even then
the upturn was short-lived and cotton planters saw prices &rop
to as low as 8¢ a pound at the end of the 1830s. Low prices,
couplecl with had weatller, resulted in cotton l)ecoming

increasingly unpraductive until the improvement of the 1840s
(Edgar 1999:274; Wallace 1951:385).
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impact on Table 1
both sl : e
° 1 saves Owners of the Stucty Tract cluring the Eighteentli and Nineteenth Centuries
and  masters
ke — of L
:! (:‘angeo ZE ?-1801 Thomas Player Charleston Co. Wilts, v. 28, pg. 41
signiticant 1801 - 1807 ]oshua Player COnveyed as part of marriage settlement
research 1807 - 1813 Edward Mortimer Chatleston Co. RMC, DB S7, pg. 463
. 1813 -7 Daniel Legare Charleston Co. RMC, DB X13, pg. 113
%; liset ioen:; 7-1818 Nathan Legare :
mou o h 1818-1836  Richard T. Momson Charleston Co. RMC, DB Y8, pg. 47
| orevious work 1836 - 1838 Mary Legare -

: f\as heen | 1838 -1839 ~ Robert M. Venning , Charleston Co. RMC, DB U10, pg. 498
focused  on 1839 - 1872 Thomas Hall Jervey ~ ~ Chazleston Co. RMC, DB H1I, pg. 236
1 1872 - 1896 = wifetheirs Tl’xomas Hall Jervey _ 'Ctlerleston CD Wills, v. 44, pg. 30

Cthe wea_l_tlly : . : ST .

“plantations, 1896 - 7 - Joseph Dill

those focuséct' 7.-1898 o Pammy A Dill . ' Conveyect tny mﬂ : ‘ '
Cen - rice " | 1898- . .Ptliﬂip G. Pofbl_ier : _Clla.rleston Co RMC, DB H23 pg 744

.cultlvatlon B - o ' '

&urmg the :

) e1gt1teenth century, or sea 1slanc1 cotton plantat:on

ctunng ttle nineteenth. century, the exploratmn of what

._ might be called the "small" plenter has received relatively -

litle attention. Likewise, the impact of declining
tortunes on the planter and ‘slave have tJeen ra.rely
explorect Clearly slavery did not exist in an economic
" vacuum. The treatment of laves, their view of the
world, and their understanding of their place in that
world, had to be coloregt t:yttxe economic weH—l:eing of
the plantation ‘owner. Plantation settings such as

© 38CHY27 offer the potentia_l to study these issues.

Although the initial Brockington study
- suggests that '_38CH927 may represeht a slave
settlement, this stands in contrast to the oral informant
interview, which would suggest that the site was
dominated l:y the main Plantation house. Moreover,
* given our previous work at the Whitesides Plantation
(Tririlaley and Hacker 1996) we recoghize that owner
sites may take on a variety of appearances. While
Colone wares accounted for 22% of the ceramics
recqvered Ly the original Broclaington survey,
Whitesides' main house exhibited a ceramic collection
containing nearly 16% Colono wares, while at the very
high status Broom Hall plantation (Tn'nlzley et al.
1995)Colono wares accounted for 25% of the main
plantation assemtalage. In contrast, Colono wares
typically account for 60% or more of the ceramics from
Charleston area slaves sites (Trinleiey and Hacker

4

1996 71) Even pattern stud1es may bé- rmsleactmg Ttle‘ |

assemtjlage reported ]Jy the initial survey “from

- 38CH927 is- -almost - 1(tent1ca.l to that found at _
" Whitesides' main settlement (Tnnl?.ley and Hactzer',

1996: 62) While the only plat found for the site is -~ |

" vague, it seems to also mctlcate that the 38CH927.

: 'represents a main settlement

'The Iervey Pl_antation was apparently owned lay ) -

a succession of planter's and merchants in the first half

. of the nin'etéenth century (see Table 1), It wasn't until -

the Morrison tenure that ownershlp seems to have
statnllzect The Jervey tamlly held the tract J.urmg the
perloct of economic decline in Christ Church.

‘Consequently, it is poss:l:]e to eontrol for changes in’

ownerstxip a.nct,. to some extent, ctla.nges in managerial
style, since the tract was owned by one individual during
the periocl in question.

Examining the arcl‘xaeological remains, there
is certainly evidence of plowing. Yet there is also
evidence of considerable site integrity. Several of ttl_e
shovel tests reveal artifact laearing strata to cteptlls in
excess of 1.2 feet, suggesting the possibility of buried
features. The artifacts recovered represent an array of
nineteenth century artitacts, inclu&ing large ceramics,
nails, window glass, and table glass. This diverse
asserntalage was also found to include well preservecl
animal hone and carbonized floral material. Brick and
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mortar are present as lnroa.dly defined surface scatters.
Tl’lese, with additional resea.tch, may be identified as
structural locations. The presence of dense surface
remains suggests that intact subsurface architectural

features may be present,

These are, of course, the types of data sets
which are essential in the exploration of the research
questions proposed for 38CH927. The presence of the
main plantation complex will help +is understand the
status and well- laeing of the plantation owner. In other
lWOI{iS these resources WIH help us address how the
owner ac].)ustecl to these economiec clown-turns tl’u‘ough_
material culture remains and J£‘00¢:Iways The assemhlage '
associated with the slave settlement will help us gauge
_ the affect of the Plantation s economic well- ]:)eiﬂg on its -
* African-American popu Jation. Agam, material culture
-remains such ‘as ceramics and: personal goocls when_
“combined with food remains, may - help us Let:ter

;. unclerstancl the llves of the A:fncan—Amencans caugl'xt in )

' an economic Wel) not of their cwn creat1on
- Cﬁration

An upclatec[ archaeologwal site form JEor 38CH92T has
]:;een ﬁled w1t11 the  South Carolma Institute o£ ._
Archaeology and Anthropology {SCIAA). We had
‘contacted T]le Clriarleston Museum to &etermme 1£ they .
woild curate the coﬂechons from tl-us site in order to
retain them. in ’cl'ne area. Tl'le Museum; - however,
declined Beqause of severe space restrictions. Asa result,
the collections will be curated at SCIAA, along with the.
field notes and photographic materials resulting from-
these investigations. The process of clea.ning the
collections, begun in fi_eld, is continuing in Chicora’s
labs and is expectecl to be complete& l:'y the end of
September. Cataloguing, using the SCIAA system, is
un(lerway and should be comple’cecl ]:>y the end of
October. During cataloging specimens will be evaluated
for their conservation needs. Actual treatments are
expectec]. to require up to a year. As cataloging continues
ma’cerials, such as the Colono wares, the small quantity
of ethnobotanical remains, and the faunal materials , will
be puHe& for more specializec]. analysis.
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EXCAVATIONS

Methodology
Field Methods

The initial s.ur\-rey of; tl'le site included only
shovel testing. Although the intervals were typically

about 25 feet, the number of tés'ts.were_lirr;ited '('l'lne -

" original. Brockington Su.rvey--e_xcava’ce&. 30 shp_vel tests
“-and three small'units, while the Cllidqxa survey opene’c].

" an additional 26 shovel tests). As a result, we felt that *

bush hogg._ir.lg the site, es;tablislliﬁg a uﬁiform site gnd,

a_ncl conducting close inte_;rva,l testing. .wdulc]._p_rovicle o

Expeclient 'in{drfrna_tioh on- arti£act_ -c_lensii‘y and the
' Jistribution 'of'tl'le site’s c'omponent's. S

Bush hoggmg of tl'le site was necessary smce

. the vegeta.hon over miuch of the tract was. very tlncle-
: Tl-us was espemaﬂy ‘the ‘case. in the. area east of the:
) nOl‘l:l’l-SOlltl’l access. road, representing tlle pori:;on o{: the "

' site which had heen under culhvahon This ?ortlon of

- ,the site-had been’ auowecl to gointo'a second growth of -
‘immature- pine and hardwoods with a dense unc],ers‘l:ory
- of vines. In. many areas. bush hoggmg was not possdal
" and a lly&ro -ax was usecl Once openecl the area was

mapped (using a contour interval of one-foot) and a 25-
foot gncl was' established Ly Trico Engmeenng
Consultants (Figure 2). This grid extended 325 feet
north-south and 525 feet east-west, exceeding what we
thought were the site limits.

In order to possi]:ly iclen’cify structures and
activity areas, we Propose& an auger survey of the s‘l:ucly
tract at the griclcled 25 foot intervals. This interval was
based not only on our own experience in attempting to
identi{:y specific structures at low country planta’cions,
but has recently also been duplicatecl”]:y Dr. Bennie
Keel from work at Magnolia Plantation in Louisiana

(Keel 1999).

Upon our arrival at the site, we determined

that the site gricl should be extended an additional 50
feet (two grid points) to the west, in order to encompass

the e&ge of the go].{ course. This would Ileip us evalua‘l:e
- how much, if any, of the site mig}l’c ]:;e_ under the golf

course and thus unavailable for research. It_woulcl a_ls_o
help us ésta]:_lish clear }imits £dr the site’s western

' boundary. We also chscoveiecl that ex‘céndmg tlle site
_ gnd 325 feet north- soutll placed the northern 50 feet

in the protectecl wetlands. As'a result this porhon of the -

. site gnd was eliminated from consideration. As a result

of tllese modlﬁca’mons, the £1na1 site gn& encompassed

,an"area measuring 250 feet nortla south ]:)y 575 {eet L

east«wesi: or 3. 3 acres

In orcler to estabhsh um£orm lnonzontal .

contro] (l)otl'l for the a.uger gurvey as well as the =

Jc.oﬂowmg block exca.vahons) a mod}fled C}ucagq gracl

designatlon system was estaljlishecl over ’cl'le site area,

5 ."Tl'xe 1n1t1a1 soutl'lwes{: corner estalallshecl }Jy the Ttico
B survey team . was c].emgnec]. OR].OO (tl'le Westward
" extension resultec]. in the gncl Lemg extended fo ORSO) .

' Wzth this system the first number indicates feet north

of a datum (ORO) while tl‘le second number indicates
feet Ilgl‘,d: {or east) of the data. Tl’lere‘fore, 100R200
would be located 100 feet north and 200 feet east {or -
rigl'l’c) of the clatt_:m. In_cliviclual sguares are de_signed l)y

their southeast corner.

The established grid covered the area from NO
to N250 and IJOrclering the golf course from R50 to
R625. The site datum was established just south of
OR175 and consisted of a railroad spike in South
Carolina Electric and Gas power pole 393751 with an
elevation of 9.22 feet above mean sea level (AMSL).
Crid point OR300 is a ¥-inch open pipe property
marker. Grid point OR582 is a 2-inch open pipe
property marker. This allows the grid to be re-
established in the future should that be necessary.

The topographic mapping reveals little about
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EXCAVATIONS

the site, except that it does appear o be situated on an
east-west sand ridge. Elevations fall off to the nortl'l_,
toward the Wetlancl, and to the Soutl'l, toward the marsh.
Other lanc]scape features noted ]Jy the mapping include
the number of old live oaks which are associated with
the roa&way south of the site area, towarc]. the marsh.
Although not well defined, these appear to represent an
avenue Leginning about mid-site and exten&ing
southward to the marsh eclge.

Each of the identified 264 g'ri(l points were
auger tested using a small bobcat with mounted 10-inch
auger. We selected auger testing over shovel testiﬁg
since augering tends to be both faster in open areas and
16 do less &amage to artifacts. Th_e use of a powerécl

auger allowed all of the tests to be excavated in a single o

c]ay All tests were screened using'lﬁ—incl'x mesh. While
all astifacts were co]lectéd, sheﬂ, mortar, and brick were

"wéigll.eclrin the field, noted, and discarded. The resulfing _ |
_ artifact, shell, and ]Jncl?/mortar'wei'ght data was usecl to
' produce clenslty maps use:.]; to help guule ad&ﬂlonai‘-

_research at the sﬁe

~Most . revealmg is tl1e map for the overall_'

arhfact density (Figure 3). This map reveals two very

- den_se and well defined _concentratlons. Altlmugli these S
 seem:to merge togetlier. in the soutli_, fI’ley app"ear_to-lje. R
. represent nor’ah‘-’sou'th'smears or spreads of arl:i£acts at

the western site edge and to the east about 75 feet. The

general spread of artifacts continues castward, with a
' sr_naH concentration at the far eastern'eclge of the site.

A_l‘thougll artifacts are spreac]. over the entire site grid,
this is the result of agricultural activity. The site core
appears to be confined to an area measuring about 450
feet east-west. The north-south dimensions of the site,
l'aowever, cannot be cleterminecl, since the testing did not
establish a southem eclge. The northem e&ge, however,
seems to he situated about 50 to 100 feet south’of the
wetlands.

Excavation proceeded l)y hand with all scil
mechanicaﬂy screened througl'l Yaeinch mesh. Screen
loads were sorted in the {'ie]cl, with all materials froma
single provenience laaggecl toget}ler. Shell and brick were
quan‘ti{iec[ }Jy Weight in the field and discarded. Munsell
soil color notations were made cluting the course of
excavations, typicauy on moist fres]ﬂy expose& soils.

A one-quart soil samples were retained from
each provenience. Some’ colleagues retain much smaller
samples (oﬂ:en no larger than an ounce), in order to
minimize the size of the collection for curation. Such
small samples severely restrict the types of future
analyses possil)le. Since we anticipatecl that some of the
samples would be used in the pollen and phy’colith

stuclies, iarger Samples were clearly necessary.

Units were troweled. and plaotographecl using
black and white negative and color transparency £11111, )

_ {:yplcaﬂy at the base of the plowzone and the base of the -

excavations; Each unit was drawn at a scale of 1 mch to. ) .

2 {eet Features were deslgned ]ay consecutive numbers.
Post holes were consecutwely num]:\erecl by spec1flc unit. .

: Fea’cure fill was water screenecl throughl/é-inch' _

_ mesh and features, ﬁpon cOmiale’cion of their excavation, :
weze also Photog’raphecl ssing black and_ white negative o
film'and color transparencies. One quart s_oil samples o

were obtained {-rom all - features. In a'ddi-tion}..j -
approximately 5 to 10 gallons of soil from eacl-x feature

- which exln]altec]. c].arle humic. soil was retained for off- .

.511:3 water ‘Hotatlon (11gI—1t colore(l 5011 where- experlence' )
. llas 'l:aught us the chance for goo& flotation recovery is. s

unlllze]y, was not retamecl)

At the conclusmn o‘f the Hocle excavatxons,
l:aclahoe was used to mechamcaﬂy strip one area in an
effort to co_rnple’ce the recovery o_f the post lwle pattern .
for a structute identified 'initiaﬂy from block -
excavations. Altlwugh the only backhoe available hacl
teeth on the l)uclzet, by very carefuﬂy clirecting the
operator, it was pbssi]:yle to ensure that a rela’tively level’
floor, requiring a minimal amount of shovel cleaning,
was left. The backhoe was used to open about 410

square feet of excavation.

At the conclusion of the work the excavations
were covered in plastic, the profiles backfilled and
Charleston National Properties was notified that
Laclzfiuing could be conducted at their convenience.

La})oratory Processing and A.nalysis
Processing was ]Jegun i'n the fielcl, but is ]:ueing

completed at Chicora’s labs in Columbia. During this
washing artifacts were sorted Ly broad categories —

9
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EXCAVATIONS

pottery, lithics, laone, ceramics, glass, iron, and other
materials. Upon clrying the artifacts were temporarily
laaggecl l:ry these categories, pencling cataloging.

Cataloging has ]aegun, and is following the
system employed by the S.C. Institute of Archaeology
and Anthropology, where we. anticipate that the
collection and the associated field records will be
curated. All ongmal field records will ]Je prowclec]. on pH

neutral, auzalme buffered paper. Black and wh1te:,
photograpluc matena.ls have been processecl to archival -
Color slides, while not consulerecl-

permanence.
arcl-nvaﬂy sta]ale, consist of Pu]whrome matena] wlncln
has the lugllest clegree of permanence next to

- Kodachrome (which is 1ncreas1ng1 clucﬁcu]t to have
appropnately pxocessecl)

Zooarchaeologwal matenal will }JE sorl:e& out

- lr.or analys;s "As discussed below, we have 1(181‘1121{18& very
C e little ethno]aotamcal material Wltl‘l goocl contexts £or '
s’cudy We do however, anticipate attempting to recover -
.})oth oHen anc]. phytolith samples {Tom one area of the

excavatlons
L R«_:sults of the Excavations

. Augex Testi.ng_

As previously mentioned, Figure 3 reveals the -
" artifact 'clensity map for the site area. There is clearly a

broad smear of artifacts extenc]ing east-west, from the
edge of the golf course for about 450 feet. This “smear”
seems to extend from the southwestern comer of the
site northward for about 220 feet. It tends to taper in
north-south size toward the east.

Within this broad smear of artifacts we
identified two core areas. One is immediate]y acljacent
. to the goH course, at the west eclge of the site. This
concentration seems centered in the area of 50-
125R100. The second one is about 75 feet to the east
of the first. It is focused in the area of 75-125R175.
Both are similar in size and density. Perhaps the most
noticeable difference is that the eastern concentration is
associated with dense brick ru]J]ole, while the western
concentration is more clearly associated with dense shell
deposits.

A tliircl, albeit much less tlense, concentration
was found at the eastern eclge of the site — around
150R450. Additional testing at 10-foot intervals in this
area revealed that the concentration, while not great,
was real and extended from about 130 to 170R420-
460.

Th_ere are additional smiall concentrations in »

the site area. Some may reflect actual activity areas or
structures, others are_ lilzer incbnsequen‘l:ial or even

misleading For example, the seemingl

1 Althougla artifacts are common, they are from a

Ly construction. O’cher éoncentratloné, such as those at

_ 150R150 and ].25R250 were- unavm]a]ale ]Jecause of_ o
" 'extenswe tree growth

. _Although : fhé available time did not “allow . .
_ -, examination of aﬂ concontratiohs'revealecl by the auger
.'stucly, we: ])ElleVE. that the-clear definition of thosé

1nvest1gatec1 moxe than demonstrates the value o£ the
approach ' s

Tlie auger stu&y also promdecl mforrnatlon on S

the verhcal distribution of matenal s. Historic remains

tended to be found within the upper 1-foot of the site.:

7 Prehistoric pottery, whel_‘l fountl, tended to be recovered
from the'interface of the A and C horizons. Although

preh1stor1c sherds (pnmanly Dept£orcl) are denser in a o

few site areas, no clear core area was identified. Nor
wers any p}:el’nstonc. features identified in th@
excavations, Moreover tlle dense shell area found at the
western edge of the site is'exclusively associated with
historic remains. While prellistoric occupation was

. present at the gite, it appears to have left little evidence

Iaeyonci the pottery and a small amount of lithics.
Excavations

As stipulatecl by the research plan, a series of
block excavations were openecl, based on the
concentrations identified in the auger testing. As a
resul’c, three block areas were examined.

11

dense.
| concentration at 50R175 resulted from an auger test -
which could not be relocated away {'rom a laxge sp011 :

' cl;sturbed context. In another area wl-uch seemed to have- -
promise, 50R150, a smgle 10-foot unit was excavated, | o
]:n._ﬁ: found that the area had been ex’censwel_ disturbed :

Ry




MANAGEMENT SUMMARY OF EXCAVATIONS AT 38CH927

65R100, 100R100, 75-85R110, Kitchen Area

This block area consists of the three a&jacent
10-foot units, 6SR100 and 75-85R110, as well as one
additional 10-foot umit, 100R100, situated sligl'd:ly to

the north {Figare 4). These units were placed to

examine what appea.recl to be a dense concentration of

artifacts in the immediate .area 26 specimens at

75R100 and 100R100).

B These  excavations revealed two distinct
.profile_s; To the east there is about a foot of black
(10YR2/1) loamy sand w1t11 some mixed shell overlying
a dark brown (1_0YR3/3) sand about 0.4 foot in depth.

.. The upper soil “zone ‘was removed as Level 1 ahcl e
represénts midden accumulatmn, while the lower zone,
removed as Level 2, appears to represent the remains of ~

the ongmal A honzon at the site. Moving to the west

the quantity of sl-lell 1ncreases, so the proﬂe reveals .

" about 0.4 foo’c o{ black (10YR2/1) loamy sand. overlymg . .

a distinet oyster ‘shell zone,: about 0.5 foot in J._epth

The éeparation between these was often indistinct and .4:” )

the two we_re.'remc;vec]._as Lé\_rel 1. Below there remainé
- a dark brown (10YR3/3) to: dark yellowish brown
- (10YR3/4) sand that represents the original site humus.

"To the north there are some intrusions’ or posmlale ST

.£ea.tures, representecl l:)y ]nurnecl s}leu sand and llme,

. . revea.[ec]. in 100R100 proﬁ}e 'The shell clensﬂ:y, in spite
of these fea’cures, declines to the north. Througlmut the -
subsoil consists of a ‘moitled to- heavdy mottled o

yellomsli l)rown (1 0YR5/ 6) sand su]:)sml

The comlnned. we1gl-ﬂ: of shell from these four
units was 1,901 pounds while brick 1,127 poun&s In
general‘Level 1 proclucerl signﬁicantly greater amounts
 of brick and shell than Level 2. The one exception to
this was 100R100 where it appears that the features
hisected Ly the north profi]e and the .cli{'ficulty in
distinguisl'ling Level 2 in this unit resulted in

considerable densities of shell laeing attributed to the -

IOWEI level.

While the shell midden was clearly dominated
lJy oyster, very small quantities of lligllly J1:1.‘Etg11‘1t3111:ed
ribbed mussel, as well as an occasional Wheﬂz, were also
identified. Conspicuously absent were clams — which

were not identified in the midden.

12

The excavations produced a number of
relatively large historic ceramics. This suggests that the
shell midden may represent a discard area associated
with a nearlay structure. Also present are a range of
other specimens, including a single bead, a number of
lead fisl’ling weigh{:s, and a range of utensils, incluc].ing
both bone handle examples and also several pewter

specimens. Animal bone is also plentiful this area, heing 7 .

far more common here than elsewhere on the site.

. Based on field observations it appears that kitchen . -
_artifacts decrease toward the nortll, while architec_tural

‘Temains (Princip_aﬂy nails) increase. Tt was the Bone__r'

ma’cenal in combination with the range of artlfacfs, )
shell and darlz orgamc sod that suggestecl ’cl‘us rn1g1-1t ]ae_‘ B
'l:}le lzltchen area.

. At ‘1:118 ]Jase.of these &)ur units nine posf holeé " ) :
" ‘were identified (‘l;wcj in 100R100, one in 65R1 10, omne

in 75R100, and five in 85R110). Althovigh no patterns
are recogmza]ale, all of the posts are substantlal ‘ranging -

from 1.1 't0 2.2 feet. The: posts are generaﬂy square, or R
C.at least * squared alt]lough several suggestive of rounc].

posts are also present. Depths range from 0.3: £oot to

1.1 feet Below the ljase of the units. While there seems:
~to be consuleral)le vanatlon in posts, they seem to be - o
'generaﬂy more massive than founcl at structures such as .
slave ca]ams This may suggest a more substanhal_ B
) structure, such as a latchen laullclmg .

 100-115R175, 110-115R185, 75R185, 120R195,
~ 100-120R210, 100R215-225, Main House Area .

This noncontiguous block consists of 10 units:

encompassing 550 square fect {Figure 5). The first

unit, 75R185 was excavated to examine what appeared
to be a brick column exposecl }Jy the site clearing. While
it was possi!nle that the house had colun‘ms, this seemed
unli]ee[y based on what we knew about the owners and
economice status. Nevertlleless, this column seemed
unusual and wortlay of investigation. This initial unit
revealed a very dark brown (10YR2/2) sandy loam
overlying a dark yellowish brown (10YR4/4) transition
zone overlying a mottled yellowish brown (10YR5/6)
sand subsoil. The upper two soil zones had no
recognizalnle difference in artifacts and were removed
together as Level 1.

The excavation in this unit revealed that the




EXCAVATIONS
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EXCAVATIONS

brick column was relatively poorly laid up using brick
tragments rather than specially Preparect column bricks.
The uneven surface was smoothed using a thick coat of
what appears to be a low lime cement. The column is 2
tee_t in diameter. The column is truncated at an
elevation of 10.95 feet and extends to a depth of 9.95
feet. Comparect to the structure foundations (&iscusse&

Lelow) ' this colummn is not &eeply seated — suggesting it

was not structural or load Learing. It may have served as

a gate column to the main house yartl or even as a -

support for a plantatlon bell. Since the feature was

" situated at tt:le e&ge of the north- souttl road running

' tl‘nrough the area it was not Possd:le to search JL:c:)r a
_matcl‘ung column to the east ‘ :

The remammg excavations all served to outline
_ (or sought to outlme) tt)e main house toundahons Tlne

) _ strat1graphy in ttus part of the site congists ot_ H_acle
T (LOYRZ/1) 'loamy.'sa._nct with locaﬂy dense brick rubble’
. bverlyigg a dark yellowish brown (10YR3/6) sand that -
. grades “into ‘the mottled yéﬂowish-l)r.own' (10YR5/4)
- sand subsoil. The ctepth to the subsoil was about a foot.

In very localized areas there’ were also. dense
. cohcentrations of p]as_tef m]aljle ot burned debris, while

" in the base of the umits ttxére rméht be- patches of
yellomsh }JIOWI! (10YR5/8) haid-packed laurnecl sanid.

To the east this protlle is replacecl t)y the

. extenswe disturbance caused lny the dirt road which runs

north—soutl-x tl-n'ough the site area. This road has createct
disturbance to depths ranging from 0.5 to 1.0 foot,
completely obliterating the Qﬁginél pm{ite and replacing
it with lenses yeltow and black soils. Further east, on
the opposite side of the roact, the protile again cluanges._
In this area we find a cleatly defined plowzene from 0.8
to 1.1 feet in depth consisting of dark brown (10YR2/2)
sand over a subsoil of very pale brown (10YR7/4} sand.
Plowscars, while not atmm.tant, are present and well
defined, running northeast-southwest.

The foundation of the main house was found
intact only west of the north-south bisecting road. In
the road area and to the east the foundation had been
completely robbed out, ostensively to permit cultivation.
The effort to remove the foundation was very aggressive,
with complete removal rather than simply lowering it to
below the cultivation level. In other worcts, the effort
was made to not only remove the tounctation, but also

the footer. Moreover, the resultmg trench is far cleeper
tl1an the footer and stralght sided. This suggests that it
was &ug out ]Jy hand. The brick and mortar rubble in
the fill 1 is also less than would be expected if the bricks
were ln‘eing broken apart on site and cleaned for reuse
elsewhere. We suspect that the foundation was ]aeing
ttu exposecl I)y ctigging, broken into sections, and theri
the individual sections were ctrug out and hauled
elsewhere for disposal. Tl'xey mi.gtlt, for examp]e, have
been used as fill for a marsh caunseway. In any event, it
doesn’t appear that ttley were removect with the intent of "
being reuse& :

Wl'lere the toundatiotx is intat:t it.consistect °£. .
a footer two bricks in wydth (1.6 feet or 18 inch)laid in

- _Engiistx- erﬁnion bon'ct four courses in _clepth (ttl'e-top:‘
©  ranging from 8.89 to 8.90 and the base from 7.73 to _
7.82 feet). This ‘appears to have been a continuous. .

footer, running the penmeter of the entire structure

On it were then laid up.corner toumtatlons anc]. the’ one__ '

: 1ctent1t1e& chunney

The corners were less sul)stanhal 1.1feet) in

Wl(ltl‘.l (W].'lat is commonly caﬂe(t a 9—1nc11 wall) but were

_continued up in English common t;om.t They wete all _
‘L '-truncatect 1mmet11ate1 below tt,te extant ground surtace .
’ _Ttle northwest corner measurect 4.7 feet east-west t)y ‘
3.1 feet north-south. The southwest corner repeated the
3.1 feet north- souttl dlmensmn, a.ltl'lougll ttle east-west

lengttl was 1ot tully exposect

The single cl’lirnney continued the use of an
18-inch wall ar_lct the footer was found continuing underr

the cl'limney arms. The interior dimensions of this

ctlimney are 3.7 tny 2.3 feet.

All of the mortar used in the foundation
contains numerous tragments of oyster shell. Individual
bricks were well made and well fired. Tlney measure, on
average, 9% by 4 by 2%-inches. The examined bricks
were all soft-mud varieties which were sand-struck. One
evidenced a sligtﬂ: lip, or excess clay, found acljacent to
the struck surface. Gurke (1987:108) suggests that this
is caused when the brick is struck and clay is moved
downward and outward as the strike moves across the
face of the brick. That the bricks are l'nan{tmacle,
however, is expectecl, given the probat:le age of the
house.
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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY OF EXCAVATIONS AT 38CH927

While not common, the excavations also
yiel&ecl examples _of red clay paver tiles, about ¥4-inch in
thickness. No specimens of stone (such as either paving
stone or marble fireplace surrounds) were identified ancl
were llleely not present.

The plaster recovered from the excavations aﬂ
indicates a hase coat appliec]. to wood lath, with an

overlying finish coat. There is no evidence of hair in the
basecoat. Several samples exhibit a dark bluish coating, -

' t}lought to represent oxidized paint. Similar material
was found at Broom Hall and 1c],erit1f1ecl as clistemper

- paint and sizing (I'rinkley et al. 1996:85). The
recovered samples from this site will also be examined as
part of the analyms ' : S

Tlle structure measures 20.2 feet nort}l south :
' ]:Jy apprommately 40.3 feet cast-west, resultmg ina £1rsi: .

- floor plati of 800 square feet. The one identified -

: cIumney is centerecl on. the west Wall anc]. we presume, )

‘there was a'mate on the east wall, ’cypmal of a tllrough
'haﬂ lan Itis hkely that t}ns structure contamecl a
room on either side of a central hallway o at least two

ﬂoors, Lasecl on the nature of the footer. While the ﬁrst_'. )
flooi was likely raised two or three feet above the

grouncl, the use. 0£.7c1istihct_ founcla{:io_n pief_s , i—ather than

a continuous founcla}l:ion,: sﬁggests that there was no use

of this lower space. The roof was wood shingled (there
-Was no evidence of slate or tile i:oofing, nor was there
any evidence of late nineteen‘l:h-early twentieth century
_modifications, such as tin or roll asphalt) and the
Luilcling, above the foundation, was-lil::ely f—rame, based

on the spafse brick and abundance of nails. Glazed

winclows were common, with ‘abundant melteﬂ glass
recovered from several units (Wl’li(‘.li may assist in

reconstructing approximate window 1ocations).

Evidence of some sort of portico or porcii is
present for both the north and south elevations, where
small brick piers are found acljacent to the main
foundation. Only one of these piers, at the northwest
corner, was still partially in situ. There is was
represented I)y a 9-inch wall two courses in clepth
ex’cencling north from the foundation for 1.8 feet. This
foundation exhibited a cold joint with the footer and
corner pier. It was also far shallower than the main
structure foundation.
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,Tl-xis structure resembles those reportecl lay
Sl‘lel]:ty Smith (1999) ]:)eing built in the last half of the
eig}ﬂzeentl‘l century. This was a perio&, she notes, when
planters’ houses became less elaborate and more
“vernacular,” reflecting “the new dominance of urban
life” where the townhouse became the focal peint of the
planter’s display of wealth (Smith 1999:140). She
observes that plantation houses tend to become larger
— leaving the Jexvey house at the low end of the-
spectrum. Moreover, houses tended to include higher_ .
basements — again in contrast to t}lis structure. We-
suspect that these anomalies are associated with the
inodest wealth of the owner. The economie sﬂ:uatmn in

: Cl’lnst Church- proljalyly preventec]. suLsequent owners’

from rnalelng any major modlﬁcaho,ns‘ to the house — -

so - its "E_:arly appearance is’ _passer]. c],ownm the

) archaeologic&l record _rélatively ﬁ_nalterecl.- p

Features in this lnloclz area are llmltea to those

associated with the founc].ahon Feature 1 represents. the -
-rol)]aed trench and ‘was removed in 'I:hree units,

100R210-215 and 120R195. The former provides

information on. the southeast corner location and

includes a robbed trench 14 feet in length east-west and .~
- 3.8 feet north south. The clepth of the feature varies

from 0.98 to 1.40 feet and tlle £ill consustecl of lleawly : -.

rnoﬂ:lt_ad and lenses brown (lOYR4/3) sand fill with both -

brick and mortar rubble. Feature 1 from120R195 -
exposea a portion 7.5 feet in l_engtl'l and the trench had B
a maximum width of 3.4 feet — very similar to that
found in th'_e other portion of the feature excavated. In_ -

* this area the feature had 2 depth of 1.31 feet. In both

areas artifacts were present, but not abundant, Those
recovered are consistent with those found from Level 1
and include a small number of ceramics, much melted
flat glass, and many nails.

. Feature 2 is the builder's trench associated
with the exterior wall of the ﬁreplace and footer found
in 110R180. The trench varied in width from 0.8 to
1.6 feet and the depth was 1.8 feet, terminating about
0.05 foot helow the foundation footer, which was laid
up on a mortar bed. The £ill of this trench consisted of
a very datk grayish-brown (10YR3/2) sand with
occasional brick bats and lumps of mortar. The exposec].
mortar joints of the wall were not struck within the
trench. Artifacts include a small assortment of nails,
ceramics, and bone. The generaﬂy low clensity of




EXCAVATIONS

remains suggests that this was the initial structure at
the site.

Feature 3 is the builder's trench in the space
between the southern firePlace arm and the southwest
building corner in 100R175. This represents the
interior trench ancl, at least in this area, it was far Wicler,
suggesting that the footer was laid up from the lJuilding
interior {in addition, the mortar joints in this area are

also far neater than those found Witl‘l..the opening of
Eea_ture 2. The trench was again sli_ghtly '&eeper than’
'l:he brick footér, the' chfference ]Jelng made up '})y the

mortar pad. The fill was a yellowish-brown (10YR5/6)
S sancl with rubble 1nclus1ons Antifacts were very s1m1lar
. to those £ounc]. in Fea.ture 2

: Tlme only o’clie'r ‘stains -founcl cin Kthese
excavations were two pfoi:a.l’)le post holes in 120R210;
-perl’xaps representing scaﬁolcllng assocua'l:ed Wltl‘l the
'constmctmn of tl-le house -

124- 13412445 14412450 aml 149R460 slaveﬁ -

S‘I:tuch.lre

L

- offset from the normal norl:h-sout}x gncl pomts to avoid
" latge stumps (l-xence 124R445 rather than 125R4455)
The initial 200 square feet of hand excavation was

followed by an additional 410 square feet of mecllamcal

stripping (Flgure 6)

The stratigraphy in this part of the site
consists of about a foot of dark gra.yish brown
{LOYR4/2) plowzone overlying a mottled yeliowish-
brown (10YRS/4) sancl_su]:soil. Here, like closer to the
main l'muse, plowscars were not numerous, but were
always distinct and ran from the northeast to the
southwest,

Astifact Clensity in this area was not great, but
it was consistent. The specimens include a hroad range
of ceramics, architectural material (primarily nails), and
other remains. Brick is present in all of the excavation,
although the total weight was only 45 pounds. Shell,
consisting of only 2 pounds, was limited to 124R445.

. Tl’hs Hock was ml’claﬂy opened ]Jecause tlle'

. auger testing ({oﬂowecl }Jy shovel- testing at. 10- {oot n
mterv_a.ls) revealecl a ].Ig}lt but . clearly &eﬂnecl' _
concentration of artifacts. The units in this area were ” -

The most notable aspect of these excavations
was the identification of two lines of post holes — one
traclzing cast-west across units144R450 and 149R460
and another seemingly turning south in144R450 and
continuing through 124R445. Upon excavation these
post holes were found to range in width from about 0.6
to 1.5 feet. .Deptlls likewise exhibited some variation,
ranging from 0.4 foot to 1.5 feet. Most were square,

al’cliough a few round posts were also present. Several of - '

the post holes have a ledge, typicaﬂy suggesting that the

posts were ini‘cia]ly Placec{ on the le&ge and then slippecl Sl
into position. The fill of these post holes contained few

a.rtlfacts, but occamdnal pails or _ceramics were
-recoverecl c]early 1ndlca’c1ng tl'la.t tl'ley were assocuatecl '

~with a h1stonc structure,

" The mecha.mcal stnpplng xeveale& the': _
sou’cl‘lwest Soutl’least ancl northeast corners, reveaimg' -

a structure measuring 18 feet east-west by 24 feet
~ north-south, tepresenting a floor area of 432 square .

feet..No doorway or chimney were revealed by the

stripping, although a sec_ond."parﬁal line of post holes

was encounteréd to tlle south 'of the structure.s.'

) southwest gormer. The post holes are space& from 1 to " L
6.5 feet aparl: (assummg i:l'lat none- were missed OF

clestroyecl lJy P Omng) The pos’cs on the north and'south

. gides o£ the stricture I’lave mean clls‘l:ances of 3.0 an& D

3.6 feet respectlvely, while those o the east and west
sides have mean distances of 2.95 and 2.36 feet.

-'-Althoug]-l not a great difference, it may‘be ’cha’_c

additional supports were necessary on the long ;ayralls f:(.)‘i
carry the roof system.

45R155, Yaxd Axea

This excavation represents a smgl 10-foot
unit (F1gure 7) ongma]ly excavated in effort to see if the
artifact smear from the west site edge continued to the
east. The excavation here revealed a very dark browm
(10YR3/2) about 0.3 to 0.6 foot in depth grading into
a dark brown (10YR3/3) sand. This was about 0.3 foot
in clepth and rested on a mottled yellowish-brown
(10YR5/6) sand subsoil.

Axtifacts were numerous — more than found
to the north in the main house area, but far less than
found to the west in the kitchen area. More
significan’cly, the unit revealed evidence of considerable
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Figure 6. Plan and proﬁle of the excavations in the positecl sl_ave structure on the east edge of the site.
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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY OF EXCAVATIONS AT 38CH927

disturbance. At the base of the unit we identified several
“features” containing modern fill material, such as
beach sand with pulverized shells. Given the disturhance
here we decided that no additional umits would be
openecl.
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SUMMARY

Research Onestions‘

While the failure tn.recover architectural

remaing associated with- the kitchen l)uilding is a

clnsappomtment the area. procluced a very sul)s‘l:anhai

collection of arhfacts assomate& with the P antahon, :

pnmaril from the context of trasl'l mlcttlens Sucl-x
middens  have ]Jeen found” at other low country
settlements ancl seems to be &n al‘l:ematwe means of

trash cllsposal to either marsh clepomts or the use of

abandoned wells: In this case we were able to acquire a
' goo& collection of materials for both clatin_g and analysis
of status.:‘w_l'lile the remains lileely reflect a mixture of

_ both _sIave and oWner rn_at_erial_s, we ]Jelisv_e_tha’s thebulk =
of the remiains are li.lzely from the owner's hous_e, w}ncla .

seems to be in close proximity.

- These remains will be of pari:icular impart_ance '

in -helping to compare the status of the owners of this

- plantation with others in Christ Church Parish, suchas -
Wl-litestcles to the south. We hope they will also help'us '
to }Jetter understand the origin of t}le plan‘l:a'l:lon,_
perhaps more conclusxvely assoma‘l:mg 1ts earliest

. occupation with: Thomas Player.

The iclenﬁfication of what appears to be a slave
clwe]ling at the eastern eolge of the site provicles not only
information on the African Americans who worked at
this plantation; This allows a comparison of both owner
and slave status at the same plantation (Wl'xich we were
not able to do at Whitesides). It also provides
information on the use and arrangement of the
plan'l:ation landscape. It appears that the laii:cllen, main
house, anl:l slave Jwe]ling were au arrangecl on a long
east-west line, expanding the vista of the plantation.
The c]iscovery of this structure also expancls our
information on slave dwellings, revealing s relatively
Iarge dave earth-fast structure laclzing evidence of a

heath.

Perhaps the most significant result of this -
excavation is the identification of a)_:chitectural remains
associated with the main dwe]ling. ‘Here we were able to
determine not bnly the size of the main house, but also _
a fair amount concerning its construction methods and

 final appearance. The artifact assemblage, however, is"-_

sparse, consisting primanly of architectural remains. It
is clear that the house was empty — and 11lze]y long
abandoned — }oefore it }Jurned The relative scarcity of

major . architectural laardware also- suggests ‘that the

' ‘structure was at least parhally salvagecl elther I)e{ore or

' after the fn:e

, One of tl‘xe most cllsappomtmg aspects of the .
research thus far 1_'135 been our.m_alnhty to uientlfy”_ y
‘anyone still alive who remembers this &Weﬂing. The bne =0

! individual pre{zibusly reportecl -'cIiscussing the site has
‘since died. We are currsntly attempting o locate the
.individual who conducted the interview, in the hoibss '

_‘l:hai:' additional details may have _l:neen discussed which
were not included in the report. We are also seeking

" calendars or indices for the volummous Dill Family -

papers; in the hope ’chat there may be some mformatmn_

 on this tract in those records.

It seems likely, however, that the Jervey
Plantation is likely to be one of those plantations for
which little historic documentation will be identified. As
a result, our interpretations must be focused on the
arclmaeological records. Complica’cing this approacl-x,
however, are the numerous owners and the failure to
recover (or at least thus far to recognize) distinct
assemljlages associated with specific owners.

Status of Processing-

The collections are ]aeing washe&, with about
60% of the work completecl. Once washed, collections
are rough sorted and this, too, is about 60% completecl.
Within the next month we anticipate finishing the
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washing and sorting. Cataloging and analysis has also
lnegun, althougll less than 5% is curren‘tly completecl.

There were no feature flotation samples,.
although there are several samples {rom the kitchen area
suitable for pollen and phytolith s’cucly. These will be
processed and su}:»mi‘l:l:ej& within the next month. Animal
bone is esp_ecia,uy abundant from the kitchen area and
will puﬂecl as_the materials are ca.talogecl.
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