





























































































































lifelong disability when an explosion
splintered oncof the artillery carriages.
Theredcoats, organized into three bri-
gades under Clinton, Cornwallis, and
Vaughan, drew up in formation, and
the troopsin the vanguard—the grena-
dicrs, the light infanoy, and the 15th
Regiment—got into thenr flat-bot-
tomed boats. Carryingsome light field
pieces to cover the landing, the Lady
Willieon, in company with an armed
sloop, approached Sullivans Island at
the head of the Notilla. The two vessels
preceding the troops, however, ran
aground in the creck, and the British
soldiers and crewmen who managed
to getwithin range of pawiotvifles and
grape shot “received such a fire . .. as
macde them think it would be out of
their power to get Thompson's con-
sent 1o land, without which their Army

&' The fruits of victory

To the citizens of a newlv-launched
republic badly in need of a military
victory, the courier who hrought news
of the battle of 28 June was like the
Athenian runner who delivered the
news of Marathon in 490 s.c. with the
words "Rejoice, we are victorious!™ In
Philadelphia, where the independence
of the American colonies had recently
been declared on 4 July, the British
defeat was a particular cause for cel-
chraton. InNorth Carolina, the Coun-
cil of Safety considered the action at
Sullivans Island to be “one of the Most
important Events that hath happened
to this Country during the course of
the present unnatural war.” In Vir-

would have pretty well melted down,
by the time they would have got to the
Fort.” The flotilla 1etreated in disar
ray. General Clinton studied the
American position with his spyglass,
multiplied Thomson's 750 troops in
his imagination to at least three thou-
sand, surmised that his first wave was
outmunbered four to one, and de-
spaired of an operation that looked
like asuicide mission. When hostilitics
broke off, the patriots had nearly run
out of ammunition for their eighteen-
pounder, but by five in the afternoon,
they were reinforced by 700 Virginia
Continentals under Colonel Peter
Muhlenberg. The security of the fort’s
rear was assured, 70

Thus ended the British army’'s con-
tribution to the Battle of Sullivans Is-
land. Clinton wrote later that he

ginia, Purdic’s Virginia Gazette ran a
headline proclaiming “GLORIOUS
NEWS from 50. CAROLINA,” and
ended the story with the exclamation,

“General LEE, and our brave friends of

SOUTH CAROLINA! HUZZA!™ A
contemporary British historian wasnot
exaggerating when he observed that
“the Americanswere much elated upon
this success, which considerably in-
flamed the spirit of revolt.”

News of the victory prompted fre-
quent expressions of wonder. From
Williamsburg, Virginia, Colonel Adam

Stephen commented, “The event of

that dreadful cannonade is most as-
tonishing. Porto Bello, Boccochico, &

intended his movement against the
advanced post mainlyasafeint. Drayton
suggested, however, that Sir Henry,
when he looked at the pauiot roops
entrenched up to their eyeballs, devel-
oped a sinking feeling that the sce
nario at Bunker Hill was about to be
replayed. A lack of cooperation be-
tween the army and navy plagued the
British expedition against South Caro-
lina, and the outcome led 1o recrimi-
nations and cftorts to assign blame.
The first face-to-face interview between
Parker and Clinton alter the battle
seems o have ended in a shouting
match, for two sailors from the Selebay,
who later deserted in New York, wold
officials at American headquarters
“That the Admiral turned General
Clinton out of his Ship after the En-
gagement, with agreatdeal of abuse. ™

the other Castle at Carthagena were
compelled to yield o Vernon: Fort
Lewis in St. Domingo yielded to
Knowles's mettle: Pray, of what stuffis
Fort Sullivan made to resist so many 12
& 18 pounders, forso longatime?” An
eyewitness in Parker’s fleet predicted
the reaction from the British: “This
will not be believed when it is first
reported in England. 1 can scarcely
believe what I myself saw on that day—
aday to me one of the most distressing
of my life."78

Notsurprisingly, some saw evidence
of divine retribution in the events of
28 June 1776. Remembering the swag-
gering and braggadocio of British
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forces before the pawriot victory,
Clinton'sdeputyadjutant generval Lord
Francis Rawdon recalied the Greek
epigram averring that “Nemesis tore
warns with a cubitand arcin, notto do
anything without measure, nor tospeak
unbridled.” Observersless sympathetic
to the Briush cause drew their com-
parisons directly from the Old Testa-
ment. Lieutenant Governor John Page
of Virginia suggested that it George
the Third did not repent, acknowl-
edge that the hand of the Lord was
upon him, and allow the independent
American colonies to depart in peace
when he heard the news of Sullivans
Island, then he ought to be “turned
out like Nebuchadnezzar o graze. ™
Perhaps the most remarkable com-
mentary was the one that appeared in
the pages of an opposition newspapen
in Great Britain:

A correspondent observes,
that amidst the accumulated
distresses, overwhelming this
devoted country by the pros-
ecution ol the present most
unjust and cruel war, it must
be some consolation to every
good mind to perceive, that
all the abominable attempts
to recuce or enslave the virtu-
ous and brave Americans, are
frusirated: Who does not see
that our merciful, justand om-
nipotent Creator approves of
their resistance? Large fleets
separated and dispersed, some
of them with difficulty return
dismasted, some driven to the
West-Indies, and others taken.
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These are not conmmnon acci-
dents. Shipsinan honowrable
employ rarely meet with such
disasters. We may reasonablhy
supposeour unhappy seamen,
who lost their lives against
South Carolina, would not
have met with such fate had
they been onhonourable busi
ness. Thev have seldom failed
ol being victorious against a
common andrealenemy. Was
it cver known that 18 or 20
guns belonging to France o
Spainwere more thanamatch
foreleven English ships ofwar,
with two hundredand sevenwy
cannon on board? The man
who believes that the Sullivan’s
[sland affair was accidental, is
an Atheist 50

The material results of the victory at
Sullivans Island were scarcely less im-
portant than its impact on men’s
imaginations. The failure of this initial
British campaign in the South left the
Carolinalovalists without government
support for over three vears. Under
patriotcontrol, the portof Charlestown
remained open to friendly commer-
cial and militay shipping, providing a
supply line to the patriot arny. a safe
harbor for Cominentatand state navies,
and a base for rebel privateers.®!

The battle had also settled the ques-
tion of the official name by which the
palmetto fort would henceforth be
known. The decision had been made
by 2 August, when newspaper editon

John Wells reported, "We hear tha

the fort on Sullivan's Island will be in

futwre called Fort Moulirie, in honor
ol the gallant officer whocommanded
there on the memorable 28th of June
1776." The name Fort Moulwrie has
been applied not only to the revolu-
tionary fort and its successor forts
down to the present day. but, retroac
tively, to the action ol 28 June as
well. Inaccepred usage, this historic
event is known as the "Battle of Fort
Moulwice™ as well as the “Battde of
Sullivans Island.”

Twice during the fort’s long
history, attempts o rename it have
been made. After the surrender of
Charlestown to the British on 12 May
1780, the royal forces, understandably
gratified at the opportunity to change
the tort’s irksome name, designated it
Fort Arbuthnot, in honor of Vice Ad-
miral Marriot Arbuthnot, commander
of British naval forces during the suc-
cessful sicge. Among the archives of
the state, there is a renirn of ordnance
atFort Arbuthnot, dated 23 June 1780,
which shows that the British changed
the name shortly after their victory.
The name reverted o Fort Moultrie as
soon as the British deparied. Thenin
1902, the federal government issued
an order naming the Sullivans Island
army post Fort Geuy in honor of
George Washington Geuy, a Union
army colonel in the Civil War. Once
South Carolina opinion made itself
known in Washington, the War De-
partment probably regretted the idea:
the order was quickly rescinded, and
by 1903, the postwasonce again known
as Fort Moultrie, By the nime the inci-
dent had run its course. Secretary of
War Elibu Root had received a joint



manifesto prepared by the Rebecca
Motte Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution, the Society of
the Cincinnati of the Suate of South
Carolina, the South Carolina Society
of the Sons of the American Revolu
tion, the Charleston Ancient Artillery
Society, and the South Carolina His-
torical Society, %2

The physical remains of the origi
nal Fort Moulurie proved less resistant
to the ravages of time. Withinadecade
of the 1782 British evacuation of
South Carolina, a financially distressecd
state government had allowed the
renowned palmetto fortress to disap-
pear. Alter being given a gaided tour
of the site by William Moultrie and
other eminent Charlestonians. the
visiting President George Washington
noted in his diary enory for 5 May 1791

that there was scarcely a race left of

Fort Moultrie. In tume, Sullivans Is-
land became the site of new works
adapted to the military requirements
of later wars, The third Fort Moultrie

was completed under the auspices of

the federal government in 1809 and
remained in active service as an army
postundl 15 August 1947, Today, the
site remains under federal administra-
tion by the National Park Scervice as
part of the Fort Sumter National
Monument.®™  The memony of the
original palmetto fort, however, is

still perpetuated through a variety of

official South Carolina state symbols
and insignia that feature the likeness
of the cabbage p'.llmcltu ec. 3,‘(‘

21. The handsome new Fort Moultrie Centennial monument had
been standing in White Point Gardens for only seven years when
it was photographed for an 1883 Charleston guidebook. The
timed exposure used in this antique photograph produced a
beautifully-textured print, though the camera was unable to
capture a well-defined image of Sergeant William Jasper. This
statue was the work of Charleston sculptor Emile T. Viett.



A South Carolina infantryman’'s eyewitness account . . .

On 25 August 1875, the Charleston News and Courier published the following original letter
describing the Baitle of Fort Moultrie. The author, Edward Hall, had been stationed on the
extreme western flank of the action, outside the fort, in a gun emplacement commanded by
Lieutenant William Capers. The widow of Hall’s grandson, then residing in Washingion County,
Georgia, made the manuscript available to the newspaper. By 1875, the letter was much worn, and

parts of it could not be deciphered.
CHARLESTOWN, 2d of uly. 1776.

To Mr. Richard J. Hall, of St. Stephen’s Parish:

MY DEAR FATHER: Several weeks have
elapsed since 1 had the pleasure of writing to
you, whichis attributable to the constant march-
ing and hard work of the 2d Regiment, to which
Inow belong: ¥ * * ¥ But through the kindness
of Lieutenant William Capers, the brave and
gentlemanly commander of my company, I
have obtained four days’ leave of absence to
see cousin Richard Hall safely in the hospital
here. He was one of the only two officers
wounded in the great battle on the 28th, having
been struck by a fragment of abomb on the left
shoulder and side. * * * * But let me tell you
something of the great defence which we made
at Sullivan’s Island, or as we now call it, Fort
Moultrie, Since the sickness of Capt. Horry
our company has been commanded by Lieut.
Capers, a good soldier, kind and generous as
he was and is brave. We received orders on the
20th of June to leave the “Half Moon” fort,
and, by a transport vessel, were landed on the
west side of the island, where we found the

other part of the regiment, commanded by Col.
Moultrie, and joined them by day and night in
strengthening the large work which was being
erected, Our work was assigned on the south-
west side of the fort, which is built entirely of
the palmetto logs, made into the form of pens,
and the interior filled with sand. By the morn-
ing of the 26th we had mounted two 32-pound
cannon, and were so well fixed as to receive a
compliment from Col. Moultrie, who, with Maj.
Horry, spent some hours inspecting our line,
which is an extension of the main work. Never
have I seen men work so faithfully. It was
evident that we were going to have a great fight,
and to have a place in the drama was the
ambition of every member of the company.
Capt. Laurens and Pickering gave us instruc-
tions during the 26th in loading and handling
our guns, (they are of the artillery,) but soon
found out that our officers, Capers, Dewers
and Parker knew enough to point a gun. We
were all in expectation of an attack by land on
the 26th, but the east end of the island was well



. . . of the Battle of Fort Moultrie

taken care of by Col. Thompson’s regiment. *
* # % Our constant anxiety was terminated on
the morning of the 28th. * ¥ * * It was evident,
from the manoeuvering of the British ships,
that we were to have hot work. About 8 o’clock
the sloop Thunder Bomb commenced throw-
ing shells, which fell over us, doing no harm.
Shortly after the guns of the fort on our left
opened on the Active, a large frigate, who
sailed up in fair range and gave us a full broad-
side. This was followed by the others, and for
hours it seemed that all the devils from the pit
were let loose. All along the fort, on the sea
face, from our side and angle our brave men
were returning this fire, and it was plain that
our shot were doing them great harm. It would
be impossible for me, my dear father, to convey
to you an idea of this terrible scene, even if I
had the leisure to do so. It was not until the
enemy sent a portion of the fleet around to
attack the west face of the fort that we had a fair
chance. One of their large vessels, the Acteon,
ran aground on a shoal and became a splendid
target for us, and we were gratified in having a
fair chance to receive and give shot for shot. In
the evening it was reported that the British had
landed and captured the force under Col.
Thompson, and were coming down on us; but
this soon turned out to be false report, * * * *
At night the firing ceased, and we were permit-
ted that night to rest from our labors. The next
morning’s sun revealed the fact that the enemy

had retired. The Acteon still remained aground,
and was captured by Capt. Milligan with a board-
ing party of volunteers. She was set on fire by her
crew and burned to the water’s edge. It would be
impossible for men to have behaved better than
did our noble regiment in this battle. I have the
pride to say to you that I have not heard of asingle
instance of cowardice, but of many cases of per-
sonal bravery. Sergeants Jasper and McDonald
greatly distinguished themselves; the latter, poor
fellow, was among the killed. In our company we
had but two wounded, Edward Thomas and
Stephen Dwight, the former seriously injured by
a fragment of a bombshell. * * * * Yesterday the
regiment was drawn up, in the best regimentals,
and reviewed by Col. Moultrie and President
Rutledge. After which a handsome standard was
presented to the regiment by Mrs. Elliott, the lady
of Col. Bernard Elliott. The standard was re-
ceived by Col. Moultrie. You may be assured that
where it leads we are sure to follow. Our men are
greatly inspirited, and we all feel that we can,
under the blessing of Heaven, do much towards
securing liberty and independence. * * ¥ * My
health is excellent. I need some things, but can
well forego these at present, since my condition is
no worse than that of hundreds in our army, * * #
* I send this by the hands of Mr. Elias Gendron,
who politely offers to be of service to me. * * * *
With affectionate remembrances, your dutiful
son,

EDWARD HALL.
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& Appendix: a martial catechism

The British defeat at Sullivans Island inspired a number of ingenious lampoons, which appeared in the pages of
contemporary newspapers. Perhaps the most wicked of all was the following piece, reprinted in the Providence
Cazette and Country Journal for 30 November 1776 and atributed to "a late London Paper.”

QUESTION. WHAT is a Coup de Main?

A.

Q

>

Q.
A.

Q.

A,

A very sudden attack, which takes
only a month to prepare for, and
ten hours to execute.

In what doth a Coup de Main begin?
In a vigorous assault.

In what doth it end?

In a victorious defeat, whereby
the enemy is silenced, as we have
no more ammaunition to annoy,
and the conquering party sheers
off in the shattered condition of
triumph.

By whom should a Convmodore be
divected?

By a pilot, so skillful as to discern
a sand-bank, and so industrious
as to run the fleet athwart it.

If it is necessary for troops to pass a
Jord, how are we to know the deptl
of water?

By inquiring of the enemy, who
will inform us truly-—allowing for
the difference between feet and
inches.

Should the governor of a province
know anything of the soundings of

the coast?

o OF

A.

it

b

LS

Just enough to take his
departure, after firing a lower-
deck gun as the signal of flight.

. Whai is the besi method of securing a

ship?

. To burn her.

. How can we perceive when perties of

the enemy run aweay?

By placing the optical glass of
Janey to the eye of desire, and the
vision will be produced according
to—our wishes.

. When ought a fort to be enteved ?

Not when it is evacuated and
silenced for an hour and a half.
Fer that would be to possess by
occupancy, what should be
gained by force of arms. It is
glorious to make enemies retreat,
but not very warlike to take
advantage of their absence.

Q. When a vebel is hung on a tree, of

what should the sight vemind us?

. That there are ropes in England

which would fit the neck even of
a first lord of the treasury.

. What is the most prudent method of

congquering « frovinee?

A.

To be defeated at a fort; for that
saves both the trouble and
danger of sailing up a river.

. How may we know that ships of war

do not want men?

A. When they are borrowed from

> 2

2

2 P

s

Q.

A.

the transports.

. What is il to foresee a congueest?

When troops cannot be landed
without a certainty of loss, and a
risque of victory.

. What is Amerzean convardive?

Only spirit enough to direct a fire
that seldom misses.

. What is the coolest wmethod of

destroying a fleet?
By red hot balls.

. When a Commodare is refrilsed at a

Jort, what is he to do?

To sail with jury masts, and
without ammunition, to assist a
General,

Whet will be the most authentic delail
of the victory at Fort Sullivan?
A court-martial account.

SCOURGE.
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