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Redcliffe Plantation
181 Redcliffe Road

Beech Island, SC 29842
(803) 827 1473

Park Staff

Historic
Site Tours

Park Update

Thursday - Monday
11am, 1pm, & 3pm

$10 for adults, $6 for
seniors, $5 for children
6-16. Children five and

under are free.





For more information on
programs and group tours,
please contact the park.

Park Manager
Chelsea Stutz




Park Interpreter
Ashley Rust




Curator
Jordan Stenger




Assistant Park Rangers
Lauren Jackson
Gregory Jones
Deslaun Scott

Please plan your trip with regard to
the weather forecast. Our structures
do not have climate control, so if it's

warm outside it's warm in our
buildings! If you visit, please dress
for the weather as there is also a

portion of the tour outside.



If you have questions about our tours
or would like to schedule a large

group, please give us a call!

Recently, staff from Redcliffe have been taking research
trips to USC's Caroliniana Library. We have been fortunate
to have the opportunity to continue to learn more about
James Henry Hammond's plantations through the records
kept at the Thomas Cooper Library! Which, by the way, is
named after one of Hammond's professors when he
attended what was then called South Carolina College. 
Some of these documents are collections of receipts for
everything from work done on the home at Redcliffe to
buying food and magazine subscriptions. Although these
kinds of records can at first glance seem insignificant, they
can tell us a lot about a person's day-to-day life and
experiences. Sure, big speeches and publications tell us a lot
about the outward-facing appearances of people -- what
they wanted to be remembered for -- but what about the
things they read when they got home that influenced those
ideas?

James Henry Hammond's receipt for his subscription to The American Farmer. Courtesy
of South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, S.C. 

1800s Gardening Advice

May 1860 edition
cover page of The
American Farmer.
See excerpts and a

link to the full issue
below!



Artifact of the
Month

This portrait of Irish stage actress
Elizabeth O’Neill was published by John
Bell c. 1820. O’Neill was one of the most
popular actresses of the Regency Era in

the early nineteenth century. This
depiction of her notes her performance at

Covent Garden Theatre in London,
England. It is possible that James Henry

Hammond, on his European tour and visit
to England, saw performances at this

theatre. Although O’Neill had retired from
the stage by Hammond’s visit to Europe,

her popularity and impact on the
performing world continued. It is possible

Hammond purchased this
commemorative card because of O’Neill’s

continued fame.   



Covent Garden Theatre in London

One of the many publications to which Hammond
subscribed was The American Farmer. It began in
1819 in Maryland and by the mid-1800s it was
widely popular. The Agricultural Society of South
Carolina, of which Hammond was a founding
member, called the magazine "highly worthy" of a
read and subscription. 
The American Farmer had articles about things
you might read about in Country Living or The Old
Farmer's Almanac today alongside very unfamiliar
gardening advice about how "hands," or enslaved
people, should be tending to crops for maximum
profits. These subjects were certainly the interest
of Hammond who not only subscribed to the
magazine, but was also a contributor:

The full article by Hammond can be read at this
link where the 1859-1860 volumes have been
digitized.
As with many gardening magazines, there were
also notes on when to plant and how to cultivate
vegetables, crops, and flowering plants alongside
small poems or musings about the passing of
seasons. Here is one of the beginning pages of May
1860, which you
can continue
to read at this
link.

Happy
planting this
spring! Be
sure to check
out our events
on the next
page for
upcoming
programs.

https://www.coventgarden.london/experience/
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uc1.a0006523229&view=1up&seq=283
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uc1.a0006523229&view=1up&seq=387


Click here
to register

for
Resistance!

Please pardon our preservation
project! The State Park Service's

Historic Preservation Team is
working hard to repair and replace

the steps to the mansion front porch.
We appreciate their hard work and

hope to have the steps and front
porch open again in a few weeks. You
will also see work going on for some

repairs on the historic stables!

https://reserve.southcarolinaparks.com/register

