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South Carolina Electric School Bus Deployment 
Evan Renshaw – Palmetto Clean Fuels Intern 
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The South Carolina Department of Education recently finalized the procurement of 
160 electric school buses through the US EPA’s new Clean School Bus Program. 
The nearly $60 million purchase is the largest purchase administered through the 
program to date. At the same time, the federal funding will be reinvested into South 
Carolina’s economy by purchasing Proterra powered buses, whose East Coast 
operations and manufacturing are anchored in Greenville, SC. Electric school buses 
reduce harmful air pollutants and greenhouse gases and modernize the current 
fleet with new safety and technology features at significant savings. The first buses 
are scheduled to begin transporting students in districts across South Carolina next 
school year. By 2027, the SC Department of Education aims to have 500 electric 
school buses in operation throughout the state. 

  

 

 

Energy Office in Action 
 
On March 13th, the Palmetto Clean Fuels 
Coalition and the South Carolina Energy Office 
team visited Blythewood High School’s Bengal 
Biodiesel program headed by Mr. William Epps. 
Mr. Epps teaches Chemistry 2 in a unique 
format: guiding his students through the process 
of biodiesel production while allowing them to 
experiment and learn along the way. They start 
with waste vegetable oil collected from local 
businesses and create pure biodiesel as an end 
product. The students use this biodiesel in the 
school’s lawn equipment and aspire to provide 
fuel for the school’s buses. Additionally, 
glycerin—a byproduct of producing biodiesel—
can be made into soap that students hope to use 
in the school’s bathrooms. Students talked about 
how this hands-on approach brought them new 
skills in problem-solving, teamwork, and 
leadership that had not been addressed in other 
classes. Bengal Biodiesel has utilized grants and 
donations from several different entities, 
including the Energy Office, to make this project 
a possibility. 

  

 

Articles 
 
These 14 EVs are the only ones left that get the tax credit 
 
Southeast Hydrogen Hub coalition submits formal application for funding to the U.S. 
Department of Energy 
 
Most and Least EV-Friendly Places to Live in America 
 
South Carolina Emerges as a Leader in Electric School Buses 

 

Webinars 
 

https://www.politico.com/news/2023/04/17/ev-treasury-department-regulation-00092123
https://news.duke-energy.com/releases/southeast-hydrogen-hub-coalition-submits-formal-application-for-funding-to-the-u-s-department-of-energy
https://www.iseecars.com/ev-chargers-study
https://www.govtech.com/fs/south-carolina-emerges-as-a-leader-in-electric-school-buses
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2023 SC Battery Symposium: South Carolina's Growing Battery 
Industry 
May 16th – 17th – Clemson University 

 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2023-sc-battery-symposium-south-carolinas-
growing-battery-industry-tickets-576372655127 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Resources and Recordings 
 
FuelEconomy.gov can help consumers cash in on new federal tax credits 
for clean vehicle purchases. 
 
The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) provides new opportunities for consumers to save 
money on clean vehicles. FuelEconomy.gov has developed a new tool through the 
FuelEconomy.gov’s Tax Center to help consumers shop for clean vehicles eligible for 
these tax credits and help car buyers navigate the requirements. The website provides a 
simple calculator to help buyers determine the credit for pre-owned vehicles, provides 
information on claiming each of the credits, and answers frequently asked consumer 
questions. Visit the FuelEconomy.gov Tax Incentives page at 
https://fueleconomy.gov/feg/taxcenter.shtml. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2023-sc-battery-symposium-south-carolinas-growing-battery-industry-tickets-576372655127
https://fueleconomy.gov/feg/taxcenter.shtml
https://fueleconomy.gov/feg/taxcenter.shtml
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About Palmetto Clean Fuels 
Palmetto Clean Fuels Coalition (PCF) is an initiative of 
the Office of Regulatory Staff - Energy Office. PCF 
works to increase the use of alternative fuels and 
advanced vehicle technologies in South Carolina. PCF 
strives to help public and private entities, as well as individuals, lower fuel costs, improve 
air quality, and reduce petroleum consumption. PCF also promotes idle reduction, fuel 
economy measures, vehicle miles traveled reductions, and bicycle and pedestrian efforts. 
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