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Conference Newsletter 
  

Welcome to the new SC African American Heritage Commission newsletter. In it you 
will find updates about their activities and events pertaining to African American 

History in South Carolina! 

 

 

22  

Days Until  

SCAAHC 2024 Annual 
Conference! 
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February 22nd is right around the corner! 
Registration closes soon and space is 

limited! Click here or the flyer below to 
register! 

 

 

 

 

Conference Speaker Highlight 
As the countdown begins to the February conference, we will 

highlight our panel speakers and their work! 
 

This week we highlight Dr. J. Brent Morris!  
Dr. Morris will be presenting the “Hidden Freedom: The Maroon Communities of 
South Carolina” panel at the conference. This panel will explore the maroons, 
enslaved African/African Americans who escaped enslavement and created secret 
communities in swamps and remote forests. He will describe the interactions this 
groups had with surrounding communities including the enslaved, free people of 
color, and native populations, along with describing how the white population 
reacted to the presence of maroons. 
 
Dr. Morris has received his B.A. from the University of South Carolina, and his M.A. 
and Ph.D. from Cornell. He specializes in South Carolina history, the history of the 
American South, and African American history. He has taught at the University of 
South Carolina Beaufort and was the founding director of the Institute for the Study 
of the Reconstruction Era and currently is a Professor of History at Clemson 
University. He has served as a consultant and/or board member for projects 
including the International African American Museum, the Smithsonian National 
Museum of African American History and Culture, the National Park Service, and 
the South Carolina Historical Association. His scholarship, teaching, and service 
projects have been support by over $1.8 million in grants and fellowships. From 
2020-2022 he was a USC System Academic Leadership Fellow. 
 
Dr. Morris is an accomplished author with multiple publications. His book, Oberlin, 
Hotbed of Abolitionism: College, Community, and the Fight for Freedom and 
Equality in Antebellum America (2014) was his prize-winning first book. Dr. Morris 
published Yes Lord, I Know the Road: A Documentary History of African 
Americans in South Carolina 1526-2008 in 2017 and it is the only comprehensive 
history of the five-century experience of Black life in South Carolina. This book 
informed the development of A South Carolina Chronology written in 2020 and co-
authored with Walter Edgar and Jim Taylor. His 2022 publication, Dismal Freedom: 
A History of the Maroons of the Great Dismal Swamp is the first book-length study 
that examines the lives of maroons and their communities on the edge of the world 
between slavery and freedom along the North Carolina/Virginia border swamps. 
 

https://secure.touchnet.net/C21544_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?PRODUCTID=6320&SINGLESTORE=true
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In 2010, Dr. Morris was the recipient of the South Carolina Historical Society’s 
Malcolm C. Clark Award which is awarded to the author of the best article published 
in the South Carolina Historical Magazine for his article “’We Are Verily Guilty 
concerning Our Brother’: The Abolitionist Transformation of Planter William Henry 
Brisbane.” He was named the University of South Carolina Breakthrough Star for 
Research and Scholarship in 2016 and was awarded the 2018 Award of the Order of 
the South, which is the highest honor bestowed by the Southern Academy of Letters, 
Arts, and Sciences.  
 
Join us at the conference to listen to Dr. Morris discuss this little-known but 
extremely important community! 
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https://secure.touchnet.net/C21544_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?PRODUCTID=6320&SINGLESTORE=true
https://secure.touchnet.net/C21544_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?PRODUCTID=6320&SINGLESTORE=true
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While registering for the conference, check out 
this other event hosted by SCDAH! 

 

Click the flyer for more information! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Grant Opportunities from SCAAHC & SCDAH! 
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https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/programs/historical-markers
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Traveling out of state? Check out this FREE 
Georgia symposium starting TOMORROW! 

 

https://scdah.sc.gov/shrab-regrant-program
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Click flyer for more information! 
 

 

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter! Please forward to others who may be interested in reading. 
 

For any assistance, support, or general questions 
please contact us. 

 

Contact Us  
 

 

 

   

 

https://www.aahgsatl.org/



