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SITE TOURS

We are open for tours
Thursday-Monday at 11am,
1pm, and 3pm. Special
events and field trips may
affect tour times. It’s hot!
Dress for the weather and
bring water. We
recommend booking your
tour spot in advance by
calling the park.
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Palmer McCay

PARK UPDATE

Redcliffe grounds are
open 9am-6pm every day.
Please do not enter
restricted areas as we
continue to clean up
storm damage. Access to
the mansion is only
provided on tours. Thank
you for your patience and
understanding.

REDCLIFFE PLANTATION
181 REDCLIFFE ROAD
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" SOUTHERN TIMES

James Hexry HamMmmonD & THE
NuLrriricatioN Crisis

During the struggles over nullification in the late 1820s and
early 1830s, James Henry Hammond developed a reputation as a
political firebrand. Through his newspaper, The Southern Times,
Hammond became an integral part of the nullifiers’ campaign to
arouse and channel public opinion in their favor. In its first issue,
the editors of The Southern Times declared themselves to be
“republicans, and of the old Jeffersonian school. We are opposed to
internal improvements. We are opposed to the tariff in every
shape, and upon every ground. We are opposed to all
latitudinarian constructions of written compacts.” In short,
Hammond and the nullifiers were opposed to any and all
expansions of federal power.

President Andrew Jackson, Vice President John C.
c.1835. (White House Calhoun, c.1845
Historical Associaton) (Smithsonian)

In March, 1831, the young Carolinian was solicited by the Vice
President, John C. Calhoun. Calhoun, who had once been a strong
advocate for national government, the tariff, and internal
improvements, was beginning his states’ rights turn at this
particular moment. Southern politicians, like Calhoun, became
wary that any additional federal power, even for infrastructure,
carried potential to interfere with slavery. Hammond must have
made an impression on the South’s leading statesman, as the two
met once in the morning and again that evening for tea and
dinner.



Pressure over nullification continued to mount
steadily. In February, 1832, SC Governor Hamilton
hosted a States Rights Convention in Charleston.
Hammond, as the governor’s aide-de-camp, wore
the dark blue uniform pictured in his portrait
which hangs in the mansion at Redcliffe today. A
state convention held later that year adopted an
ordinance declaring the federal tariff of 1828 and
1832 null and void beginning in February, 1833. On
December 10, President Jackson rejected the
doctrine of nullification as “contradicted expressly
by the letter of the Constitution... and destructive
of the great object for which it was formed.” It
seemed as though conflict might break out at any
moment. Hammond himself was placed in charge
of Barnwell District’s defenses, where he raised
two regiments, totaling 1200 men.

Ultimately, nullification would not come to
blows. The tariff had been renegotiated thanks to a
senate deal between John C. Calhoun (now S.C.
senator) and Henry Clay of Kentucky. South
Carolina then repealed it’s ordinance of
nullification. The nullifiers, while hoping for a
decisive blow against increasing federal power,
settled for a lower tariff rate. James Henry emerged
from the crisis with a greater profile, social circle,
and a chance at elected office.

ARTIFACT OF THE MONTH

School has already started in Aiken County but across the country students start back anywhere

between July and September. Check out these school related artifacts in Redcliffe’s collection!

Horz Scholastice.
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Redcliffe Bird Walk

August 23 8:30AM

Join a Ranger for a guided hike along a 1.7 mile
trail while looking for birds and other wildlife.

$5 per person, click here
to register! (open
through August 22nd)

Be sure to bring
binoculars, water, and
comfortable shoes!
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