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Celebrate Native American Heritage Month 

with the South Carolina State Library! 
 

  

A Note from our Director 
 
As the vibrant colors of fall settle in and create a 
reflective mood, we are reminded of the 
importance of acknowledging the histories that 
have shaped our communities, particularly those 
that have been overlooked or left untold.  
 
November is Native American Heritage Month, a 
time to honor the deep and enduring legacies of 
Native American and Alaskan Native peoples. It is 
a time to reflect not only on their vast contributions 
to our shared history and culture, but also on the 
profound challenges they faced from the arrival of 
Spanish and English colonizers in the Americas 
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during the 16th and 17th centuries to the Yamasee 
War (1715–1717). 
 
The story of the Indigenous people of South 
Carolina is one of resilience and fortitude. South 
Carolina is home to 10 state-recognized Native 
American tribes and one federally recognized tribe, 
the Catawba Indian Nation. Despite centuries of 
adversity, these communities continue to preserve 
their languages, traditions, and cultural identities. 
We bear witness to the influence and legacies of 
South Carolina’s Indigenous peoples all around us, 
through the names of our counties, cities, rivers, 
and lakes. Their impact on our state is undeniable. 
 
At the South Carolina State Library, we are proud 
to highlight and celebrate the contributions of 
Indigenous peoples by offering a glimpse into their 
world through our resources and displays. This 
month, I invite you to explore their stories with us, 
as we continue to learn and grow together, and 
celebrate the vibrant cultures and enduring 
strength of Native communities across our state 
and our Nation. 
 
It can be a challenge to document the stories of 
Indigenous people for a variety of reasons – the 
way in which history is shared, the way in which 
history is recorded, and by whom.  
 
We would love to hear from you – especially if you 
are Native American! We would be honored to add 
your story to our collection of shared history. If you 
have cultural items that you would like to share 
with us, please reach out. My hope is that one day 
our state documents collection will include more 
Native American stories, which will help link us all 
together more completely.  
 
This Native American Heritage Month, let’s take a 
moment to listen more and celebrate the traditions, 
languages, and stories of the Native American 
people that remain with us today. 
 
Warmest regards, 
 
Leesa Aiken 
South Carolina State Librarian  
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Books Worth a Read 
 

During the month of November, the South Carolina State Library honors the history, culture, 
and achievements of America’s Indigenous Peoples. Here are a few facts you might not 
know about South Carolina’s Indigenous Peoples: 
 

 South Carolina recognizes three categories of Native American Indian entities: Native 
American Indian Tribes, Native American Indian Groups, and Native American 
Special Interest Organizations. 

 
 There are nine state-recognized Native American tribes in South Carolina. 

 
 Catawba Indian Nation is the only federally recognized Native American tribe in South 

Carolina.   
 

 

 

Black Cherokee: A Novel 
by Antonio Michael Downing 

 

 

Choctaw Tales: Stories from the 
Firekeepers 

by Tom Mould 
 

 

 

https://scsl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/scsl/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1293105one
https://scsl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/scsl/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1295083one
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Osiyo, Little Rabbit Tsistu’s Colorful 
Adventure 

by Candace Richards 
 

South Carolina Native American 
Interpreters and Traders, Genealogy 

Tutorial, and Research Sources 
by Trevor Laene 

 

 

The People Speak: A Collection of Writings by South Carolina Native Americans in 
Poetry, Prose, Essays & Interviews 

by Will Moreau Goins 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Library Development:  
 

Explore & Share Webinars 
 
Are you a South Carolina public library staff member? Are you curious about circulating kits?  
 
Join us this fall for our Explore & Share webinars, where we’ll discuss the South Carolina 
State Library Circulating Kit program, spotlight one of our kits, and hold an open discussion. 
These sessions highlight ready-to-use, free resources that make programming fun and 
accessible in your library! 
 
November’s spotlight: STEM Camp Kit #2 
  
Date: Friday, Nov. 14 

https://scsl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/scsl/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1288655one
https://scsl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/scsl/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1278092one
https://scsl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/scsl/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:174275one
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Time:  2 p.m. 
Location: Zoom 
Audience: South Carolina Public Library Staff 
 
Circulating kit link: https://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/equipment/item/205861  

Register Here  
 

  

 

 

Grant Writing: Creating a Winning Proposal 
 
Private foundations, corporations, and other funders can provide grants for nonprofit 
organizations and their programs and projects. But once you find a funder, how do you 
apply? We'll cover the basics of writing a proposal to fund your project. What are the key 
components to a proposal? What do funders want to know about your project? Learn the 
basics of writing a proposal that will earn a grant, and what to do after you win a grant. 
  
Date: Friday, Nov. 14 
Time: 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Location: Online 

Register Here  
 

 

  

 

Library Development:  
 

Building Statewide Access: Lessons from Tennessee’s 
Library Services for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
 
Since 1983, the Library Services for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (LSDHH) has connected 
Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing Tennesseans with accessible information, technology, 
and community resources across all 95 counties. In this session, Beth Williamson and 
Cynthia Moynihan will share how the program—through collaboration between Tennessee 
State Library and Archives and Nashville Public Library—has built and sustained a statewide 
model for accessibility, outreach, and partnership. Attendees will learn practical strategies for 
improving access in their own libraries, strengthening relationships with Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing communities, and embedding inclusion into library services at every level. 
 
Date: Monday, Nov. 17 
Time: 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
Location: Zoom 

https://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/equipment/item/205861
https://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/event/15326242
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Register Here  
 

 

  

 

Discus Webinars: 
 

Exploring Career Pathways 
with Ferguson’s Career 
Guidance Center: A 
Resource for South 
Carolina Residents 
 
Date: Wednesday, Nov. 5 
Time: 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
Location: Zoom 

Register Here  
 

  

15 Minutes to Mastery: 
Gale Tools to Support 
Accessibility 
 
Date: Thursday, Nov. 13 
Time: noon - 12:15 p.m. 
Location: Zoom 

Register Here  
 

  

Getting ahead with Test 
Prep and College 
resources with Tutor.com - 
Provided by SC Discus 
 
Date: Tuesday, Nov. 18 
Time: 10:00 - 10:30 a.m. 

 

Unlock the Power of 
Discus: 
Training Available In-
Person or Online! 
 
Learn how to make the most of South 
Carolina’s free virtual library, Discus! 
Whether you prefer in-person or virtual 
sessions, our training opportunities will equip 
you with the tools to access reliable 
resources for research, homework help, 
career development and more. Ideal for 
educators, librarians, students and lifelong 
learners.  
 
Sign up today and bring the power of Discus 
to your community! 

Book a Discus Training  
 

  

Have questions about Discus? Need help 
navigating specific resources? Join us for 
our events in November.  
 
Discus Training Coordinators will be 
available to: 
 

https://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/event/15587109
https://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/event/15354473
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DiscusTraining
https://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/event/15169421
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Location: Zoom  

Register Here  
 

 

 Answer your specific questions 
 Provide one-on-one guidance 
 Demonstrate tools and features on 

request 
 Help you make the most of Discus for 

your students or patrons 
 
Whether you're new to Discus or a long-time 
user looking for tips, this is your chance to 
get personalized support in a flexible, open 
format. 
 
No formal presentation—just answers, 
demos and discussion! 

Learn More  
 

 

 

 

 

  

South Carolina Library Association Conference 
Awardees  

 

Congratulations to our very own Jennifer Jean and Wesley Sparks for receiving awards at 
the 2025 South Carolina Library Association (SCLA) Conference!  
 
SCLA is a state chapter of the American Library Association (ALA) and an affiliate of the 
Southeastern Library Association (SELA). The association is made up of librarians from 
across South Carolina, dedicated to providing innovative services and promoting libraries 
and intellectual freedom to all South Carolina citizens, including the public, as well as those 
in higher education and schools. 
 
SCLA Conference is an annual conference that celebrates South Carolina libraries. This 
year, SCLA celebrated 110 years. 

 

https://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/event/15046313
https://scdiscus.org/training-calendar
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Jennifer Jean 
 

Master of Library and Information 
Science (MLIS) Student Spotlight 

Award and the SCLA Student Award 
 

 

Wesley Sparks 
 

Legacy of Service Award in 
recognition of 49 years of service to 

South Carolina libraries 
 

 

 

 

 

Institutional Libraries Program  
Celebrating its 3rd Year 

 

The Institutional Libraries Program is marking its third year of assisting libraries at state 
government institutions! The program provides support to libraries in institutions such as 
prisons, psychiatric hospitals, and other facilities with long-term residents who are unable to 
access the local public library. The goal of the Institutional Libraries Program is to provide a 
path to learning through access to high-quality library materials and services relevant to each 
population’s specialized needs. 

Learn more about the Institutional Libraries Program  
 

 

 

 

Public Library Spotlight 
 
Congratulations to the Spartanburg County Public Libraries on the grand opening of 
The Planetarium and the Kitty Black Perkins Maker Lab, and to Spartanburg County 
Librarian, Todd Stephens, for receiving the Order of Palmetto award! It's inspiring to 
see our public libraries continue to expand as spaces for learning, creativity, and 
connection.  

https://guides.statelibrary.sc.gov/institutional-libraries
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Read More 

  

 

 

 

South Carolina 
Municipal Election Day 
 
Are you looking for voting 
and election information for 
the November 4 municipal 
elections? It's easy to learn 
about the candidates and 
your polling place.  
 
VOTE411 from the League 
of Women Voters of the 
US contains nonpartisan 
information on voter 
registration, deadlines, 
absentee ballots, polling 
places, and candidates. 
Know before you vote.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

New in Electronic State Publications 
 

In 2025, Leadwell 360, LLC Consulting developed 
South Carolina’s Young Voices Matter Campaign 
Guide for the South Carolina Interagency Council on 
Homelessness (SCICH). The purpose of this campaign 
guide is to offer a roadmap that will help identify the 
number of youths in South Carolina who are at-risk for 
or experiencing homelessness and how our community 
can support them to find stable and safe housing. Read 
the full press release here. 
 
The complete list of September electronic South 

Carolina state publications is now available. The South Carolina Digital State 
Documents Depository provides electronic access to state agency publications. 
These publications provide citizens with crucial information about state government 
and include statistics, reports, and data on a wide variety of topics related to the state. 
 
For more information about our state publications depository, visit our online guide.  

 

  

 

  

 

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7387496660479934464/
https://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/handle/10827/62158
https://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/index.php/news/new-september-electronic-state-publications-0
https://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/handle/10827/62487
https://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/handle/10827/1
https://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/handle/10827/1
https://guides.statelibrary.sc.gov/sc-state-documents-depository
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2025 Notable State Documents Awards 
 
Has your South Carolina state government agency 
produced an exemplary publication this year? If so, 
consider nominating it for the 2025 South Carolina Notable 
State Documents Awards! 
 
The South Carolina Notable State Documents Awards is 
presented at a ceremony every March to recognize notable 
state agency publications that were released in the 
previous calendar year. Nominations may be submitted 
by depository librarians, State Library staff, or state agency 
employees. Agency websites, videos, and apps also qualify 
as nominees. 
 
Enter your nominations for the 2025 Notable State 
Documents Awards using this link. Nominations for 
publications produced during 2025 will be accepted 
through December 31, 2025. 
 
To learn more about the Notable State Documents Awards 
Program and to view previous winners, please visit the 
Notable State Documents Awards Program LibGuide. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Beka 
D. Groller, State Government Documents Librarian, at 
rgroller@statelibrary.sc.gov.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

New in Federal Documents 
 

November is National Native American Heritage Month, a time 
to honor and celebrate Indigenous peoples' history, culture, and 
achievements across the United States. Initially recognized as 
Native American Awareness Week by President Gerald Ford in 
1976, the observance was expanded to a month-long 
commemoration in 1990 under Proclamation 4468 by President 
George H. W. Bush, recognizing the enduring contributions of 
Native communities to the nation’s story. 
 
At the South Carolina State Library, this month’s Federal 
Publications display explores the historical and ongoing 
relationship between the federal government and Indigenous 
peoples. The materials on display include publications such as 
the Constitution and By-laws of the Catawba Indian Tribe of 
South Carolina (shown to the left), which documents South 
Carolina’s Catawba Nation as well as broader national 

perspectives on Indigenous history, policy, and culture. 
 

 

mailto:rgroller@statelibrary.sc.gov
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/K95D3KS
https://guides.statelibrary.sc.gov/sc-state-documents-depository/award
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Stop by our public floor display or browse our online catalog to explore this month’s selection 
of federal documents and gain a deeper understanding of Indigenous Peoples Month. 

 

Learn More about Federal Documents  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take a look at our latest acquisitions! 
 

  

 

Cipher: Decoding My 
Ancestor’s Scandalous 

Secret Diaries 
by Jeremy B. Jones 

 

 

A Flea for Justice: Marian 
Wright Edelman Stands Up 

for Change 
by Valerie Bolling 

 

 

We Paved the Way: Black 
Women and the Charleston 

Hospital Workers’ 
Campaign 

by O. Jennifer Dixon-
McKnight 

 

https://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/south-carolinians/us-government-information
https://scsl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/scsl/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1299393one
https://scsl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/scsl/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1296113one
https://scsl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/scsl/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1300717one
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Classic Fairy Tales and Modern 
Retellings: A Guide for Librarians, 

Teachers, and Readers 
by Pauline Dewan 

 

 

Carrying the Colors: The Life and Legacy 
of Medal of Honor Recipient Andrew 

Jackson Smith 
by W. Robert Beckman 

 

Find More New Titles  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Learn More  
 

 

South Carolina  

Literary Landmarks 
 
South Carolina has a rich literary heritage full of 
celebrated authors and significant contributors to 
the literary field. 
 
The South Carolina State Library’s Center for the Book 
needs your help identifying these key SC Literary 
Landmarks by nominating your suggestions. Location 
suggestions will be accepted year-round, and nominees 
will go to the SC State Library Board for voting. The 
State Library will designate the new landmarks with a 
plaque, add them to our interactive South Carolina 
Literary Landmark map, and include them in future 
traveling exhibits. 

  

Learn More about the Center for the Book   
 

 

 

 

 

https://scsl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/scsl/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1300754one
https://scsl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/scsl/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1300749one
https://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/index.php/news/augusts-new-acquisitions
https://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/south-carolinians/center-for-the-book/literary-landmarks
https://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/south-carolinians/center-for-the-book
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Need Assistance? 
 
Need help navigating our online catalog or databases? Can’t find a book that you 
need? Starting your genealogy research? The public service librarians can help! Email us at 
reference@statelibrary.sc.gov with any questions, or you can chat live with us through the 
Ask A Librarian portal on our website. 
 
When accessing our databases, you may be asked to enter a PIN. This PIN is typically the 
last four digits of the phone number you used when registering for your library card. If you 
are unsure about your PIN, please contact the Reference Desk by email or by calling us at 
803-734-8026.  

 

  

 

Did you know the State Library now offers two ways to access collections and 
databases? The physical library card allows patrons to borrow physical materials, place 
holds on library items, and access online resources, while the electronic card (e-card) 
provides immediate access to the library’s digital services and materials.  
 
Only South Carolina residents 18 and older are eligible for either card. 

Apply for a State Library Card  
 

 

 

 

 

About the South Carolina State Library: 
 
The South Carolina State Library develops, supports, and sustains a thriving statewide 
community of learners committed to making South Carolina stronger. The State Library 
serves the people of South Carolina by supporting state government and libraries to provide 
opportunities for learning in a changing environment. It is the primary administrator of federal 
and state support for the state’s libraries.  
 
In 1969, as the result of action by the General Assembly, the State Library Board was 
redesignated as the South Carolina State Library and assumed responsibility for public 
library development, library service for state institutions, service for the blind and physically 
handicapped, and library service to state government agencies. Headquartered in Columbia, 
S.C., the Library is funded by the state of South Carolina, by the federal government through 
the Institute of Museum and Library Services, and other sources. For more information, 
please visit statelibrary.sc.gov or call 803-734-8666. 

 

 

 

 

  
CONNECT WITH US! 

@SCStateLibrary | #SCStateLibrary 

  

  

mailto:reference@statelibrary.sc.gov
https://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/
https://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/south-carolinians/library-card
https://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/
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South Carolina State Library | Main Telephone Line: (803) 734-8666 1500 Senate Street | Columbia, 
SC 29201 US 

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice  
  
  

 

https://www.instagram.com/scstatelibrary/
https://www.facebook.com/southcarolinastatelibrary/
https://twitter.com/scstatelibrary
http://www.linkedin.com/company/1025729
http://www.youtube.com/scstatelibrary



